Newark senior's knitting warms hearts and hands
By Lee Strong
Senior staff writer
NEWARK — Shortly after the turn
of the century, women religious at a
Catholic school in Holland taught
Mary VandeMortel how'to knit
Today, the 98-year-old VandeMortel
is still using that skill — now to help
benefit St. Michael's Parish, 401 S.
Main St
VandeMortel is a mainstay of the
parish's biennial Christmas Bazaar. In
fact, she produces so many knitted
items that she has her own booth
called "Mary's Knitting."
The nook is full of brightly colored
mittens, scarves, socks and even
clothes for dolls. All proceeds from the
sale of items go to the parish.
VandeMortel was in her booth again
Dec. 5, greeting friends and parishioners during this year's bazaar, titled "A Christmas Gathering." Two of
her close friends, Dorothy and Leon
Taylor, were on hand to help VandeMortel serve customers.
"This will be the last time," VandeMortel predicted. "My eyesight is getting bad."
VandeMortel began knitting for the
parish's bazaars when the event began
in 1962. She spends the two years between bazaars knitting in preparation
for the next sale. In addition, she has
regularly helped at parish rummage
sales.
Born Mary Sierens in 1894 in Belgium, VandeMortel and her family
moved to Holland when she was 4
years old. VandeMortel recalled mat
she was taught how to knit while attending Catholic school there.
"In Holland, you knit everything
yourself, stockings, mittens," VandeMortel said. "We used to get half-anhour a day to knit"
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At age 16, VandeMortel moved to
the United States to join her brothers in
the states. They settled in Newark,
where she has lived ever since.
It was also in Newark that she met
her late husband, Edward VandeMortel, who died in 1968.
Although she was not knitting on a
regular basis while raising a family,
VanDeMortel used her skills with
needle and thread as a seamstress. She
worked at one area company for 28
years until company officials discovered that she was 67 — which was
beyond their retirement age. They told
her she had to retire.
"I cried like a baby," VandeMortel
recalled. "I was able to work, but I
couldn't work any more."
Her desire to keep going is also
manifested by the fact that she still
lives at home, where she resides alone.
The only assistance she receives comes
from the Taylors, who do her shop-*
ping. Dorothy Taylor also stops by
each morning just to make sure VandeMortel is OK.

For the past 30 years, VandeMortel
has also found time and energy to be
an active participant at St Michael's
bazaars.
She just made mittens at first, and
the booth was called, "Mary's Mitten
Corner." But she soon expanded her
selections, and the booth was renamed
"Mary's Knitting."
Although she has an amazing production level — she knits as much as
400 items for the biennial bazaars —
VandeMortel said she follows no rouContinued on page 14
Mary VandeMortel (center) it Joined by friends Dorothy and Leon Taylor during the biennial Christmas Bazaar at Newark's SL Michael Church. VandeMortel, who has been participating in the bazaars since 1962, knits as many
as 400 items for the event She donates all proceeds from her sales to the
parish.
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(For Age 52 and Older)
Convenient Downtown Location, walk
to shopping. On a direct busline.

• Studio: $ 2 7 2
• One Bedroom: $ 3 2 2
All Utilities Included, Monthly Mass
Services, Section 8 Accepted

546-3650
475 East Broad §t,
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GRECIAN-GARDENS

Ordinary hearing aids can only adjust two or three groups offrequencies. But the
new Sound Selector"" gives you the natural sound offull 13-hand programmahility.

h a category by itself
The new 13-band Sound Selector™
:

• Safe, quiet, SPACIOUS 1 & 2 bedroom
apartments with ample parking • Close
to Greece malls, churches, b u s lines
• minutes to expressway • 24 hour
emergency service • Night security
patrols • Storage locker • Laundry
• From $475. heat and hot water included.

Office Hrs; Mon-Fri 8-6 • Sat & Sun 10-3
72 Grecian Garden Dr., across from Long Ridge Mall

225-3510
Senior Citizen Discount
DiMINO MANAGEMENT™
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Sound Selector wearers tell us that they listen to sounds they've
wanted to hear for years. Speech is clearer, even in noise.
There's no harshness. And far less feedback.
Full 13-band progammability makes the difference you can hear.
And you can hear it only with the Sound Selector.

For a demonstration, call us:
CRANDALL HEARING INSTRUMENTS
1577 Ridge Road West, Rochester, NY 14615

(716) 865-4311

1-800-421-1012
"As Featured
In Consumer Reports"

Made in the U.S.A.
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COMMUNITY
CARE
OF ROCHESTER
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' 'I feel I have been so lucky to have had
your care, everyone has been so land and
helpful, I don't know how I could have
survived without you. When one gets my
age, you realize how wonderful it is to find
people, that you can think of as friends,
who care and give of themselves and time.
Love to you all"
Coverage can begin within 24 hours of
your call. You can depend on us for the
best of care, comfort and personal
attention.
Do you have other questions?
For more information,

caii 288-7560
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