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At age 16, VandeMortel moved to
the United States to join her brothers in
the states. They settled in Newark,
where she has lived ever since.

It was also in Newark that she met
her late husband, Edward VandeMor-

By Lee Strong
Senlor staff writer

NEWARK — Shortly after the turn
of the century, women religious at a
Catholic school in Holland taught

VandeMortel how to knit. tel, who died in 1968.

§ Today, the 98-year-old VandeMortel Although shé was not knitting on a
— g is still using that skill — now to help regular basis while raising a family,
LATING : beneﬁ;t'St Michael’s Parish, 401 S VanDeMortel used her skills with

) # Main ) ) needle and thread as a seamstress. She
% VandeMortel is a mainstay of the worked at one area company for 28

Jll parish’s biennial Christmas Bazaar. In years until company officials dis-
360, @] fact she produces so many knitted " covered that she was 67 — which was ~ +
il | § items that she has her own booth ond their retirement age. They told

called “Mary’s Knitting.” her she had to retire.

— : Ihe nook is full of brightly colored “I cried like a baby,” VandeMortel
;e @ mittens, scarves, socks and even recalled. I was able to work, but I
da‘l’thefs,for dons‘to Atlllx PrOC?e;ls from the couldn’t work any more.”

38 sale of items go e parish. Her desire to kee ing is also
= 5 VandeMortel was in her booth again manifested by the faI::t gtgalﬁgshe still
ol § Dec. 5, greeting friends and pari- lives at home, where she resides alone.

: shmlxllers during this year’s be'l’zaar, tit- The only assistance she receives comes

E led “A Christmas Gathering.” Two of from the Taylors, who do her shop--

'S8 her close friends, Dorothy and Leon ping. Dorothy Taylor also stops by

‘ 'IM‘aylmi, were on hand to help Vande- each morning just to make sure Van-

ortel serve customers. deMortel is OK.
“This will be the last time,” Vande- For the past 30 years, VandeMortel
@ Mortel predicted. “My eyesight is get- has also found time and energy to be

& tingbad.” . - an active participant at St. Michael's
,"'"" : VandeMortel began knitting for the bazaars.

9 S  parish’s bazaars when the event began She just made mittens at first, and

the booth was called, “Mary’s Mitten
Corner.” But she soon expanded her
selections, and the booth was renamed

— @8 in 1962. She spends the two years be-
fixed: 2 tween bazaars knitting in preparation
for the next sale. In addition, she has

naces o
Lgl;‘d 8 regularly helped at parish rummage “Mary’s Knitting.” ‘
~4031 & sales. Although she has an amazing pro-
) _Born Mary Sierens in 1894 in Bel- duction level — she knits as much as
NG | & sium, VandeMortel and her family 400 items for the biennial bazaars —
8 moved l: I‘-Ilm when she e;va;‘a ‘t VandeMortel said she follows no rou-
. 3 years O ortel recall - 1 i iy Continued on page 14
she was taught how to knit while at-~ \ugust 0 ed
ING ; tending Catholic school there. Mary VandeMortel (eontor) is ]olnod by friends Dorothy and Leon Taylor dur-
270 “In Holland, you knit everything | ing the biennial Christmas Bazaar at Newark’s St. Michael Church. Vande-
— 1} & yourself, stockings, mittens,” Vande. Mortsl, who has been participating in the bazaars since 1962, knits as many
& Mortel said. “We used to get half-an as 400 items for the event. She donates all proceeds from her sales to the
&  hour a day to knit.” parish.
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3 APARTMENTS
(For Age 52 and Older)
o Convenient Downtown Location, walk
to shopping. % a direct busline.
¢ Studio: $272
¢ One Bedroom: $322
ing All Utilities Included, Monthly Mass
Services, Section 8 Accepted
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PR Ordinary hearing aids can only adjust two or three groups of frequencies. But the
— new Sound Selector™ gives you the natural sound of full 13-band programmability. ‘?‘
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The new 13-band Sound Selector
- 1 Sound Selector wearers tell us that they listen to sounds they ve IVATE DUTY
\ i . wanted to hear for years. Speech is clearer, even in noise. I foel I have been so0 lucky o have had
1 SR PRGOS 162 There’s no harshness. And far less feedback. ' your care, everyone has been so kind and
| e Aol oarking « CI Full 13-band progammability makes the difference you can hear. helpful, I don’t know how I could have
i apartments with ample parking ose . . d Sei survived without you. When one gets my
I to Greece malis, churches, bus lines And you can hear it only with the Sound Selector. e, you realice how wonderfil it is 10 find
i . : . le, that hink nds,
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