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Malcolm X too long, but powerful 
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HOMEMADE CANDIES 

GIVE AND ENJOY FINE CANDIES 
A Rochester Tradition for over 40 years. 

* 

• Cream. Wafers 
• Assorted Chocolates 

• Molded Christmas 
Items • Croquettes 
• Assorted Britttes 

• Chocolate Covered 
Fruits • Sponge 

• Hard Candy &. Canes 
• Decorated Chocolate 

• Truffles 
• Marshmallows 

• Gingerbread Houses 
• Ribbon Candy 
• Almond Butter 

Crunch • Marzipan 
• Mixed nuts 

Much, Much More! 

OPEN DAILY 10-6 
Christmas Hours 
December 15-24 
10am - 8:30pm 
Sunday l-6pm 
623 Park Ave. 

at Vassar 
Rochester, NY 

473-2098 

Beat the Rush! 
Leave Your Orders for 

C h r i s t m a s Mailing now! 

By Henry Herx 
Catholic News Service 

NEW YORK — An uneven, overlong 
screen biography, Malcolm X (Warner 
Bros.) tells of the African-American 
leader — who lived from 1925-65 — 
whose voice was tragically stilled at a 
crucial turning point in his life. 

What makes it work dramatically is 
Denzel Washington's riveting perfor­
mance in the tit-le role, which captures 
the mature Malcolm's charismatic per­
sonality, intellectual depth and orator­
ical skill in attacking racism in Ameri­
can society. 

Writer-producer-director Spike Lee 
goes all over the lot in re-creating Mal­
colm's life and times — often in 
strangely idiosyncratic ways. 

The first part of the narrative is de­
voted to a melodramatic treatment of 
young Malcolm Little's criminal esca­
pades that eventually end with prison. 

Through flashbacks of Malcolm's 
childhood, we see his father's murder 
at the hands of the KKK, his mother's 
nervous breakdown and the separation 

of the family's youngsters, with the 
embittered Malcolm growing up in a 
white children's home. 

The second portion of the film — his 
conversion while in prison to the Na­
tion of Islam — is the weakest. 

Within a matter of minutes in screen 
time, a complete transformation from 
egotistical criminal to sincere believer 
in Allah takes place. 

In the next scene, .he is a different 
person entirely. He has dropped his 
slave name of Little and has become 
Malcolm X, working in Harlem on be­
half of the Nation of Islam and its 
founder, Elijah Muhammad (Al Free­
man Jr.). 

His very success in winning blacks 
to the cause leads to fears of his grow­
ing power among Muhammad's chief 
ministers and ultimately to his expul­
sion from the Nation. 

He returns from a pilgrimage to Me­
cca freed of his hatred of whites, re­
nounces black separatism and declares 
himself ready to work together with 
the civil rights movement. 

Within months of his return, 
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however, Malcolm is cruelly assassin­
ated by Nation members in concert 
with some white agents of a CIA-like 
organization. 

The film's message is that of Mal­
colm's encouragement of black pride 
and attacks on white racism rather 
than Malcolm's final evolution in call­
ing for Americans to work together for 
interracial justice. 

For all the movie's flaws, Lee is to be 
commended for presenting a black 
perspective of a black leader without 
the excesses that marred his earlier 
works. 

The result may be discomforting for 
white viewers, but that's part of its in­
tention. 

Because of occasional stylized vio­
lence and substance abuse, some sex­
ual references and minimal rough lan­
guage, the USCC classification is A-III 
— adults. The MPAA rating is PG-13 
— parents are strongly cautioned that 
some material may be inappropriate 
for children under 13. 
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MARfTA 
1 Little Marita lives in a small 

village in the mountains of 

Guatemala. She struggles to 

survive by selling corn tortillas 

which she helps to make each 

night. Marita's future holds 

little promise. 

But you can make a differ­

ence! Founded and directed 

by Catholic lay people, 

Christian Foundation for 

Children and Aging's sponsor­

ship program brings hope to 

the lives of children at Catho­

lic mission sites around the 

world. 

Your $20 monthly pledge 

provides a needy child with 

food, medical care, the 

chance to go to school, and 

the knowledge someone 

cares. Here is life changing 

impact made possible only 

through the dedication of 

Catholic missionaries united 

with you in faith. 

You receive a photo of your 

child (updated yearly), family 

history, translated personal let­

ters, description of your child's 

country and quarterly newslet­

ters. But most of all, you have 

the personal satisfaction of 

helping a child in need. You 

create a miracle and make a 

lasting difference in our world. 
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