
Priest prompts contemplation of future 
By Bishop Matthew H. Clark 

Last week I wrote about our baptismal call 
— expressed in such a strong way during the 
Advent season — to attend to the loving pres
ence of God in all of the events of daily life, 
even in the very ordinary ones. 

I have felt very close to you in that kind of 
prayer. Since I wrote those words I have begun 
each day with a prayer for the grace to find 
God in all things. At the end of each day I have 
taken the time to remember what happened in 
the hours between rising and bed time. 

In those moments at the end of the day, I 
made no attempt to remember the day's events 
in chronological order. Rather, my practice has 
been to take some moments in peace and quiet 
to be with whatever memory happened to 
emerge. And, when one did emerge, I let it 
speak to me rather than try to analyze it or to 
figure out why it and not 50 other images came 
back to me. Let me offer an example. 

One day last week I had the pleasure of lead
ing a day of prayer for 75 priests of the Diocese 
of Manchester, New Hampshire. The day was 
filled with interesting experiences. I met many 
wonderful people, engaged in stimulating con
versations and felt deeply engaged by the chal
lenges and joys of the day's program. 

At the end of the day, I was pleasantly tired 
and decided to pray on the airplane on the way 
home. As I sat on the jet and remembered the 
day in the way mentioned above, the memory 
that emerged most strongly was a fairly brief 
conversation I had with a priest of about 80 
years of age. 

LONG THE WAY 

Why did that particular memory and not one 
of several hundred others emerge from the 
day? I cannot answer that question. What I can 
do is tell you something of how the memory of 
the conversation with mis good man spoke to 
me. 

He was curious about On Being a Priest Today, 
a bookto which I contributed a chapter on 
celibacy and to which I had made a reference 
during one of my talks. He spoke about his 
desire to read the book and about some of his 
other plans for the future. He was grateful for 
yesterday and excited about tomorrow, and he 
expressed a lively interest and genuine affec
tion for the other priests in the gathering; this 
affection was especially evident toward the 
youngest members of the assembly. 

As we moved through the night sky toward 

Rochester and I let the memory of that good 
priest play in my heart, I began to relate the 
memory to a question I think about from time 
to time. 

I put it to myself this way: If the present dis
ciplines of the church continue, I will be the 
Bishop of Rochester until I reach my 75th birth
day. If that is the case, I will have been the bish
op of this diocese for 34 years. That is a long 
time by anyone's measure. 

In and of itself such longevity is neither good 
nor bad. On the one hand one could make a 
persuasive case for continuity, growth in wis
dom, an ever-deepening knowledge and 
understanding of the story of a people, etc. On 
the other hand, one could discuss getting into a 
rut, running out of ideas and the need for 
change both for a pastoral leader and for the 
community. 

What I am sure of is that if I am to serve you 
for that number of years, I must—in fairness 
both to you and myself—continue to grow 
and develop. There is no question about that 
To me that means — among other things — 
ongoing study, an openness to new ideas, a 
willingness to deal with the issues of the day 
and relationships that give life. 

I am grateful for the memory of the priest 
from Manchester. He encourages me that it is 
possible to be lively and to grow through the 
years. He is proof that one need never stop 
being grateful for yesterday and excited about 
tomorrow. I'm glad about that because I love it 
here. I love you and find being your bishop a 
powerful source of life and growth. Thank you. 

Peace to all. 

^tm^u) 

A time to rejoice 
There's still time to contribute to trie 

1992-93 TGA campaign. 

Help support your diocesan family, just as 

you support your parish family. 
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A GIFT THAT SAYS "I CARE" EVERY DAY 
How Are You Today? 

HELP FOR THE ELDERLY HANDICAPPED & HOMEBOUND 

"HOW ARE YOU TODAY" 
calls one, two, or three times a day to find out if the 
homebound is okay. If they need assistance, we get it for 
them immediately. 

PROTECT YOU CHILDREN WHEN YOU'RE NOT HOME 

When your children are due home after school, we will call them 
at the time you tell us. If there is no answer, HOW ARE YOU 
TODAY will call you or someone you designate immediately. 

For a brochure and more information call 

INTEGRITY ENTERPRISES (315) 986-1806 
(This js.nQt a toll * 
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DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER 

Looking for Something Different in Travel? 
Join Deprez Travel's tour of Mt. 
Rushmore, to the Grand Tetons 

including Yellowstone. 
This 8 day trip covers some of America's grandest sights. From 
Old Faithful to Mt. Rushmore, a floating raft trip on the Snake 

River, to a Buffalo range excursion. i 
Depart August 14 th for 8 days. $1989 Includes 21 meals, air, 

hotels, and generous sightseeing. 
Don't miss this opportunity. 

Call today; You'll be glad you did! 

DePrez Travel 4 4 2 - 8 9 0 0 Adjacent to Loehmann's Plaza 
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