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Scott Peck oversimplifies his ideas in novel 
A Bed by the Window: A Novel of 

Mystery and Redemption, by M. Scott 
Peck; Bantam Books (New York, N.Y., 
1990); 306 pages; $10. 

By David and Jullanne Palma 
Guest contributors 

M. Scott Peck doesn't write a bad 
detective story. The best parts of a Bed 
by the Window are the investigations by 
Lt Tom Petri of the New Warsaw 
police department into a murder at 
Willow Glen Nursing Home. 

The story centers on Stephen Solaris, 
a cerebral palsy victim who has been 
trapped in a severely deformed body 
since birth. Even though he can't 
speak, Stephen touches those around 
him with his brilliant insights into 
human nature and his innate goodness 
by tapping out his thoughts one letter 
at a time on an alphabet board. 

As the plot unfolds, the home's most 
compassionate nurse, Heather Barsten, 
falls slowly in love with Stephen. She 
sees a bright light that radiates from 
him. Their romance, which involves 
Stephen's sexual awakening, ends 
abruptly when he is murdered. 

Evil then enters Willow Glen's 
seemingly placid environment. Dur
ing the y o u n g detective's in

vestigation, illusions are slowly 
stripped away as the characters deal 
with the realities of their lives. Many 
of the characters' lives are transformed 
as the search for the murderer pro
gresses. 

While the dialogue sounds natural 
when it serves to enhance the plot, it is 
very stilted, even pedantic, elsewhere. 
This stiffness results because the dia
logue is mostly made to serve Peck's 
message — perhaps "deliver" is a 
more apt word. 

Peck is not a novelist. Many of his 
characters deliver monologues that 
sound like sermons, and he populates 
the nursing home with characters who 
could be lifted from a psychiatric 
casebook. 

To his credit, he does choose com
mon, relevant personal problems for 
his characters to grapple with: the 
woman who can't break the cycle of 
dependence on weak men; the shy 
man who can only approach women 
by being sexually aggressive; the re
sentful teenager who can only act out 
of her anger; the lonely professional 
woman who doesn't think she is wor
thy of a relationship with God. 

But these people are set against 
other larger-than-life figures: Stephen, 

who has learned that power lies in 
weakness; Rachel, the virtually cata
tonic woman, who is consumed by 
demonic hate; and Mrs. Grochowski, 
to whom everyone turns for comfort, 
guidance and absolution, who is so 
saintly tha she, too, radiates an aura. 

The difficulty lies in the fact that 
Peck treats the first group's everyday 
struggles with the same depth as the 
second group's revelations. Perhaps 
part of his point is that the ordinary 
soul is as significant as the extraordin
ary one, but the lack of delineation be
tween them only makes for a confus
ing, monotonous tone. Everything 
merges into Willow Glen's grayish in
stitutional walls. 

Another limitation comes in these 
people's characterizations solely in 
terms of their problems. No "little spot 
of joy" can be found in their lives to re
lieve the unrelenting soul-searching 
each undertakes. 

Notable exceptions to this approach 
come in the figures of Georgia Bates 
and Lt. Petri. These characters have 
multiple awareness levels, struggle 
with several conflicts — both internal 
and external — and are not defined 
largely in terms of their sexuality. 
They seem like real people. 

This mention of sexuality introduces 
an important point: in describing the 
book's two sexual encounters, Peck 
briefly uses unnecessarily graphic lan
guage. Because of the presence of 
these two short passages, some 
readers might find the book offensive. 

Peck's themes of unflinching self-
examination, evil's very real presence 
in the world, and the importance of 
community are powerful ones. They 
are so important to him that he has 
written a non-fiction treatment of each 
— The Road Less Traveled: A New Psy
chology of Love, Traditional Values and 
Spiritual Growth (1978), People of the Lie: 
The Hope for Healing Human Evil (1983), 
and The Different Drum: Community 
Making and Peace (1987). 

In trying to weave these themes 
together in his novel, however, Peck 
ends up oversimplifying his ideas. If 
you have the time, you should read his 
non-fiction treatments of these signifi
cant themes. If you would like an 
overview to introduce you to Peck's 
ideas, read his novel. 

• • • 
Deacon Palma serves as pastoral associ

ate at St. Gregory/St. Anne's Church in 
Palmyra. Julianne teaches English at Our 
Lady of Mercy High School in Brighton. 

Jennifer 8 lacks thrills; rambling Waterland drowns in awkwardness 
By Gerri Pare 
Catholic News Service 

NEW YORK — The latest in a rash 
of thrillers with paltry thrills is Jennifer 
8 (Paramount), a movie about a cop on 
the trail of a serial killer whose next 
victim may be the cop's love interest 

Andy Garcia is the detective obses
sed with catching the mass murderer 
while, inexplicably, his colleagues all 
want him to drop the search. 

The stakes rise when he falls for a 
blind woman (Uma Thurman), who 
was in the killer's presence just before 
her blind roommate vanished. 

Writer-director Bruce Robinson's 

Jack Rowand-Paramount Pictures 
Andy Garcia stars in Jennifer Eight, 
which the USCC says lack thrills. 

script is so sloppily plotted there are 
holes throughout the story. 

Because of brief violence, some 
menace, a flash of nudity and much 
rough language, the U.S. Catholic Con
ference classification is A-IQ — adults. 
The Motion Picture Association of 
America rating is R — restricted. 

Waterland 
Drowning in a sea of guiltily repres

sed memories is Jeremy Irons in Water-
land (Fine Line). 

As the movie opens, British high 
school teacher Tom Crick (Irons) real
izes his middle-aged wife, Mary 
(Sinead Cusack), has gone over the 

edge when she imagines she's preg
nant Moreover, his students are com
plaining history is irrelevant His re
sponse is to reveal to them how history 
— that is, his own adolescent personal 
history — is so relevant it is now 
wrecking his marriage. 

Director Stephen Gyllenhaal's ram
bling movie jumps back and forth, 
even awkwardly depositing the stu
dents into the teacher's past to witness 
his troubled formative years. 

Due to much discussion of sexual 
matters, a discreet sexual encounter 
and some nudity, the USCC classifica
tion is A-m — adults. The MPAA rat
ing is R — restricted. 

GUARANTEED 
BOOK OF THE WEEK! 

All books reviewed in the Catholic Courier's weekly book review column 
are available at Logos Book Stores. 

At Logos, we bring you the best in Catholic Reading. If you're not completely satisfied, 
return the book with the original sales receipt within 30 days and you'll receive a 
complete refund. That's our MONEYBACK GUARANTEE, and it's that simple. 

(Guarantee applies to books purchased up to 6 months from date of review.) 
VISA AND MASTERCARD ORDERS ACCEPTED BY PHONE OR MAIL 

G R E E C E 
TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS: 

OUT-OF TOWN CUSTOMERS, 
THE STREET OF SHOPPES CALL: 

1600 Ridge Road West 
(716)663-5085 

(Greece Store Only) 

1 - 8 0 0 - 7 5 5 - 6 4 6 7 

P E N F I E L D 
PENN-FAIR PLAZA 
2200 Penfield Road 

(716) 377-4480 

A BED BY THE WINDOW 
is available at Logos Bookstores for $10.00. Stop in to one of our two convenient loca
tions to pick up your copy, or mail this coupon to: 

LOGOS BOOKSTORE 
THE STREET OF SHOPPES 
1600 RIDGE ROAD WEST 
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14615 

Please send me my copy of A BED BY THE WINDOW Enclosed is $ . 
(each Book $10.00+ lxh% sales tax). Number of Copies ordered. Please include $1.65 (first book) postage & handling, 75* each additional book. Make check or 
money order payable to Logos Bookstore, or include your VISA or MasterCard # on order blank. 
(Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery) 

Name 

Address 

City .State Zip 

(Check One) VISA _ MasterCard _ Card # . . exp. date . 

* * * * MOVIE*TRIVIA * * * * 
WIN ONE YEAR OF 
RENTALS FROM 

Question: Robert Mitchum starred in the original version of this Martin 
Scorsese remake. Name the movie. r 1 

I WEGMANS HOME VIDEO COUPON | 

Answer 12 FOR 1 MOVIE RENTAL 
Name_ 

Address. 

-State. -Zip. City 
Last month's winner: Barbara Sadler of Rochester correctly 
identified Angela Lansbury as the voice of the teapot in Walt 
Disney's Beauty and the Beast. 

RULES- ALL ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY MIDNIGHT, DECEMBER 11. Random drawing of correct entries to 
he held DECEMBER 14 by Catholic Courier Representatives. Entries must be returned by mail to: Catholic Courier, Movie 
Trivia 1150 Buffalo Rd., Rochester, NY 14624-1899. Winner will be notified by mail. Prize is one year of Wegmans 
Video' Rentals membership is free and is required. Prize is not exchangeable for cash or other merchandise. . 

Rent any movie at regular price and receive 
2nd movie of equal or lesser value free. 
(Proper ID. required for membership.) 
Coupon not valid with any other specials. 
Limit 1 per transaction. 
Coupon valid on one day 
rentals. Valid only in stores 
with video depts. 
Coupon Value... up to 2.00 
Limit 1 thru 12/31/92. 
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