WASHINGTON (CNS) — The U.S.
bishops got down to the main business
of their fall meeting Nov. 17 as one
leading prelate proposed that their
controversial pastoral letter on
women’s concerns be sent to their Exe-
cutive Committee for further study.

Before the U.S. bishops went into
executive session that afternoon, no
consensus emerged on the proposal
from Cardinal Joseph L. Bernardin of
Chicago, who has served as both
president and general secretary of the
National Conference of Catholic
Bishops-U.S. Catholic Conference.

The proposed pastoral letter prom-
ised to be the centerpiece of the Nov.
16-19 meeting at Washington’s Omni
Shoreham Hotel of the NCCB and
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Archbishop Daniel E. Pilarczyk of
Cincinnati said the U.S. bishops should
keep in mind the enormous challenges
confronted by the church in such
places as Poland, Ireland and Latin

bishops elected Archbishop William H.
Keeler of Baltimore to succeed Archbi-
shop Pilarczyk, who has been
NCCB-USCC president for three years
and could not be re-elected. Bishop
Anthony M. Pilla of Cleveland was
elected vice president after a run-off
election with Cardinal Roger NL Ma-
hony of Los Angeles.

The women’s pastoral and other ma-
jor documents before the bishops got
preliminary introductions Nov. 16 as
the meeting began.

In his presentation of the proposed
pastoral — first suggested in Novem-
ber, 1982 and now in its fourth draft —
Bishop Joseph L. Imesch of Joliet, Il
said that whatever the bishops do with

the pastoral, “women need to know

two-thirds vote was needed for appro-
val.

The fourth draft version of the pro-
posed pastoral, titled “One in Christ
Jesus,” decries sexism and other evils
adversely affecting women. Among
other evils it cites the sexual revo-
lution, some forms of feminism and
social laws and policies that try to treat
men and women exactly alike.

It calls for advancing the equal
rights and dignity of women in society

~and the role of women within the

church, provided it does not go
beyond the limits set by official church
policy.

Major documents on two key issues
of Christian discipleship — Christ’s

mandate to spread the Gospel and the
responsibilities of Christian steward-
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