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Bishops lack consensus on women's pastoral 
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The U.S. 

bishops got down to the main business 
of their fall meeting Nov. 17 as one 
leading prelate proposed that then-
controversial pastoral letter on 
women's concerns be sent to their Exe­
cutive Committee for further study. 

Before the U.S. bishops went into 
executive session that afternoon, no 
consensus emerged on the proposal 
from Cardinal Joseph L. Bernardin of 
Chicago, who has served as both 
president and general secretary of the 
National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops-U.S. Catholic Conference. 

The proposed pastoral letter prom­
ised to be the centerpiece of the Nov. 
16-19 meeting at Washington's Omni 
Shoreham Hotel of the NCCB and 
usee 

But as he opened the meeting Nov. 
16, the outgoing president of the twin 
conferences urged the bishops to look 
beyond their Washington meeting to 
challenges and problems the church 
faces throughout the world. 
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Archbishop Daniel E. Pilarczyk of 
Cincinnati said the U.S. bishops should 
keep in mind the enormous challenges 
confronted by the church in such 
places as Poland, Ireland and Latin 
America. 

"The church in other parts of the 
world has challenges and problems, 
even as we do, although the challenges 
and problems may be different," he 
said. 

On the meeting's second day, the 

Catechism drafters hope for unity 
ByAgostinoBono 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — The universal 
catechism's drafters are hoping the 
document's publication will stimulate 
a new unity among Catholics and 
spark non-Catholics to think about 
church teachings. 

These were among the Vatican's 
reasons for allowing the French ver­
sion to be published well before trans­
lations into other languages were 
ready. Initial plans called for simul­
taneous publication in several lan­
guages Dec. 9. 

The French version was ready first 
because it was the original language of 
the document, approved by Pope John 
Paul II June 25. It avoided a lengthy 

translation process. 
But the decision to publish the 

French text Nov. 16 left the vast ma­
jority of the world's bishops — for 
whom the catechism was primarily de­
signed — out in the cold. They were 
without a copy on publication day to 
help them field questions about the 
first universal catechism on Catholic 
teachings in more than 400 years. 

The U.S. bishops were among 
several hierarchies asking the Vatican 
to hold off publication until trans­
lations were available in several lan­
guages. 

At the time the French text was 
made public, Vatican officials said the 
English text was still being studied by 
the Vatican Congregation for the Doc­
trine of the Faith, which must approve 
all translations. 

bishops elected Archbishop William H. 
Keeler of Baltimore to succeed Archbi­
shop Pilarczyk, who has been 
NCCB-USCC president for three years 
and could not be re-elected. Bishop 
Anthony M. Pilla of Cleveland was 
elected vice president after a run-off 
election with Cardinal Roger M. Ma-
hony of Los Angeles. 

The women's pastoral and other ma­
jor documents before the bishops got 
preliminary introductions Nov. 16 as 
the meeting began. 

In his presentation of the proposed 
pastoral — first suggested in Novem­
ber, 1982 and now in its fourth draft — 
Bishop Joseph L. Imesch of Joliet, 111., 
said mat whatever the bishops do with 
the pastoral, "women need to know 
that we take them seriously." Bishop 
Imesch chairs the ad hoc writing 
committee for the document 

Although debate^ and a vote were 
scheduled for Nov. 18, several bishops 
contacted by Catholic News Service 
indicated that they did not expect the 
pastoral itself to come to a final vote. A 
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HISTORICAL EVENT! 
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two-thirds vote was needed for appro­
val. 

The fourth draft version of the pro­
posed pastoral, titled "One in Christ 
Jesus," decries sexism and other evils 
adversely affecting women. Among 
other evils it cites the sexual revo­
lution, some forms of feminism and 
social laws and policies that try to treat 
men and women exactly alike. 

It calls for advancing the equal 
rights and dignity of women in society 
and the role of women within the 
church, provided it does not go 
beyond the limits set by official church 
policy. 

Major documents on two key issues 
of Christian discLpleship — Christ's 
mandate to spread the Gospel and the 
responsibilities of Christian steward­
ship — also got preliminary treatment 
from the bishops Nov. 16. 

"Go and Make Disciples: A National 
Plan and Strategy for Catholic Evange­
lization in the United States" and 
"Stewardship: A Disciple's Response" 
were to be discussed further and voted 
on Nov. 18. 
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ROCHESTER PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA, 
MUSIC Director Mark Elder. C B E. 
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Limited Seating Available 

Presented by 

Carrie's Lakeside Tours & 
Latshaw Productions 

Theater On The Ridge 
(716) 477-7519 

200 Ridge Road West, Rochester, NY 14652 
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This Year, Give Music! 

o n t h e 
Miss i s s ipp i Q u e e n 

J u l y 5 , 1 9 9 3 
St. Louis-St. Paul 

$ 2 3 5 0 incl. air, ppdo 
if booked by December 31 

($2750 ppdo after 1/1) 

Call today for information! 
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THE NUTCRACKER 
j Pittsburgh Ballet 
Theatre 
Thanksgiving Weekend 
2:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m. 
Friday, November 27 
2:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday, November 28 
2:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, November 29 
Eastman Theatre I 
Use your Wegmans Shoppers 
Club Card to save on selected 
performances! 

GALA HOLIDAY 
POPS CONCERT 
GRC Weekend at 
the Pops 
8:00 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday, 
December 18-19 

Eastman Theatre 
Something jolly, something lively, 
something reflective, something to 
get you in the spirit.. .and 
definitely something not to miss! 
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Freedom Pour: 

Unbelievable savings and 
total flexibility. Just $70 gets you 
your choice of four admissions to 
any regular subscription concert 
through May 1992! Redeem all 
four admissions at once, or one at 
a time-whatever your pleasure! 

Specially-Priced Trio Mini-
Series: Call our Subscription 
Hotline at 232-2400 for details on 
the wide array of economical gift 
series packages still available. 

For tickets to individual concerts call Ticket Express at 222-5000 or TicketMaster at 232-1900, 
or visit Ticket Express (East Avenue at Gibbs Street) or any TicketMaster location. 

For special group savings call 325-7760 • For subscription information call 232-2400 
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