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Admitting mistakes deserves credit 
By Father Richard P. McBrien 
Syndicated columnist 

One of N e w York G t / s most 
colorful former mayors, Fiorello 
LaGuardia, once said, "When I 
make a mistake, it's a beaut!" 

It takes a big person to admit a 
mistake. The easy way out is to try 
and shift the blame on others, or to 
keep quiet ar.v hope that no one 
else has noticed. 

Boston's Cardinal Bernard Law 
deserves a lot of credit for admitting 
a major mistake of his own. 

As reports of sex abuse by priests 
filled the press and the airwaves in 
late spring, the cardinal lashed out 
at the local media for conducting a 
kind of smear-campaign against the 
priesthood. 

Last month, in a column in his 
archdiocesan newspaper, The Pilot, 
Cardinal Law acknowledged that 
his angry criticism of the media 
over their reporting of sex-abuse 
cases was "not particularly con
structive." 

What may have brought home to 
His Eminence the full force of his 
mistake was the searing pain and 
hurt of the victims of a former priest 
of the Fall River, Mass., diocese, 
James Porter. 

Porter returned late last month to 
New Bedford to plead "not guilty" 
to 46 charges of sexual molestation 
alleged to have taken place over 25 

years ago. 
Over the past several months 

more than 70 individuals have come 
forward to say that Porter sexually 
abused them as children while he 
served as a parish priest in three 
Massachusetts communities. Thirty-
two accusers have been named in 
indictments. 

Unfortunately, the Porter case is 
not just about an individual priest 
who happened to go bad. 

As in the Watergate scandal of 
some 20 years ago, where the cover-
up proved more catastrophic to the 
Nixon presidency than the burglary 
itself, a classic pattern of denial, 

s tonewal l ing , negl igence , and 
blame-shifting emerged. 

Lies were made to the victims' 
parents and relatives. Priests in the 
same rectory looked the other way. 
Diocesan officials' ignored or re
fused to believe complaints from 
parents and moved Porter from as
signment to assignment. 

The shabby public record has 
been amply detailed over the past 
several months in the Boston Globe, 

When there were complaints from 
parents at St. Mary's parish in North 
Attleboro, Porter was moved to 
Sacred Heart parish, Fall River. And 
when there were similar complaints 
there, he was moved to St. James 
Parish in N e w Bedford. 

He is charged with having abused 
and traumatized children in all 
three parishes. Those with the 
power to prevent him simply 
changed the venue of his crimes, al
lowing him all the while to main
tain the access and credibility his 
priestly status afforded him. 

The same pattern emerged in 
New Mexico, where he sought 
treatment at an institution staffed 
by the Servants of the Paraclete. He 
was allowed to do weekend work in 
a local parish, without warning to 
its children and their parents. On 
July 22 of this year seven persons 
there filed lawsuits against him for 
alleged molestations. 

After leaving N e w Mexico, Porter 

obtained a parish assignment in the 
Diocese of Crookston, Minn. 

The chancellor has told the press 
that Crookston would never have 
accepted Porter for pastoral service 
had the Servants of the Paraclete in 
New Mexico disclosed the nature of 
his problem. 

The Porter case, sadly, is only one 
of many that have been in the news 
these past several months and 
years. But its pattern seems depress-
ingly familiar: denial, negligence, 
cover-up. 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin of Chi
cago has taken a giant step in recent 
weeks to reverse this terrible and 
scandalous record and to enkindle 
hope that church officials will now 
confront this crisis directly and hon
estly. The cardinal's well-publicized 
guidelines may become a model for 
all dioceses. 

Before this can happen, however, 
bishops will have to acknowledge 
that their primary moral obligation 
is to the victims and their families, 
not to their priests, nor to the 
priesthood in general, nor to the fi
nancial well-being of their dioceses. 
But they will also have to acknowl
edge another hard truth: that this 
problem isn't going to go away even 
if new, tougher guidelines are en
forced and the present clerical pool 
is purified. 

The problem is not only in the 
pool, but in the pipeline. 
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YOU'RE INVITED.' 

to our 
A n n u a l O p e n H o u s e 

Tuesday, Nov. 10, 6 -9pm 
Enjoy a first hand look at the 

world of cosmetology... 
Meet our students & teachers, tour 

our facilities & see the latest 
styles in nail care & hair design. S& 

Refreshments will be served. | j 
Please call for more info. <» 

Continental School 
of Beauty 

2 2 5 5 R i d g e Rd. E a s t • 3 4 2 - 9 0 1 1 
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BARTOLOMEO 
FUNERAL HOME. INC. 
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Personalized service in the community 
since 1922. 
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convenientK located near 390 

(716) 254-5400 

MINDS 

C o m e tour the 
school and meet 
the faculty. Learn 
about Nazareth's 
academic and 
athletic programs 
for young women, 
designed to open 
minds...fine arts and 
values exploration 
to open hearts. 

Information on 
scholarships and 
financial aid 
available. 
Enjoy student 
performances and 
demonstrations. 

HEARTS 

Grades 9-12 
Tuesday, November 10 • 6:30 - 8:30 pm 

1001 Lake Avenue • Rochester, NY 14613 
458-8583 

NAZARETH SCHOOL* The Hall -the Academy • A Tradition You Can Trust 
Private!/Owned and Operated by the Sisters of St. Joseph since 1871. 

SATURDAY. 
DECEMBER 5th 
Lawrence Welk 
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Christmas Concert 
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• 2 BIG SHOWS • 
Jack Imel featuring Barney hdddl 
Joe Feeoey Ko> M o Bobby Burgess Henry Cuesta 
Raina English Arthur Duncan Elaine Balden Mary Lou Mlecger 

Free Parking WBBF 950 AM Free Parking 
* 2pm Matin** & 7:30 Evening Show * 

Limited Seating Available 

Presented by 

Carrie's Lakeside Tours & 
Latshaw Productions 

Theater On The Ridge 
(716) 477-7519 

200 Ridge Road West, Rochester, NY 14652 
Bldg. 28 Eastman Kodak Co. J 

Tickets *27.50 • Reserved Seating 
For IndMduml Ttekmt* or Group Ratal, Call: 

1-800-547-8550 

DOC sue sunt 

The J\pcbesi:er Theater 
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"Dedicated to preserving the 
sound of the King of Instruments 

Presents: 
TY WOODWARD 

Thursday, November 12th 
8:15 pm 

AT THE AUDITORIUM CENTER 
8 7 5 Main St. East 

Special Discount for Senior 
Citizen Groups of 10 or More 

50* OFF 
This ad entitles single-ticket buyers 

to 50* off the $5.50 purhcase price by 
presenting this ad at the box office 

the evening of the concert. 
For further information, call 

R.T.O.S. at 5 4 4 - 6 5 9 S 
l i e 

MIC t i e 

CATHOLIC 
PILGRIMAGES 

~ All Accompanied by Priest as Chaplain ~ 
CHRISTMAS In 
BETHLEHEM 

9-Days in Holyland 
Dep. Dec. 21 

•*1594 • 
ext. to Egypt/Greece 

OR 

JX 

NEW YEAR In 
MEDJUGORJE 
Village is 'peaceful & safe' 

8-Day Tour 
Dep. Dec 28 

.*995 • 
Ext to Rome 

' Prices from N.Y. plus tips & taxes • 

Would You Like a > 
FREE Pilgrimage in 1993 

~ Just Organize Your Own Group of 8 or more ^J 

Up to 20% Discount for Early - Bird' Bookings 

caii: 'Queen of Peace Ministry' • 1-800-321-MARY 
for FREE 1992/1993 Pilgrimage Brochure 
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