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Volunteer has a ‘way with words’
working in diocesan synod office

ROCHESTER — Lourdes Osorio
May hovers over her computer key-
board at the Pastoral Center, 1150 Buf-
falo Road, five days a week.

And she’s not even a full-time dio-
cesan employee.

The volunteer translates synod
documents and materials into Spanish
for Hispanic members of the diocese.
May usually works from 10 a.m. to 2
or 3 p.m. Monday through Friday.

A parishioner of St. Paul's Church in
Webster, May has been translating ma-
tlegngal for the synod office since August,

1.

“It was my way of thanking God for
his blessings” May said, “and an op-
portunity to help the progress and de-
velopment of the church.”

May volunteered her translating
services after hearing Synod Director
Father Joseph Hart, who lives at St.
Paul's Church, ask for help with the
Synod during Mass.

May said at first she thought she
could help with the clerical work. But
after Father Hart asked her to translate
a paper into Spanish for him, he was so
pleased with the result that he asked
her to join with Lourdes DeChateau-
viex — a secretary in diocesan Urban
Services — in producing translations
for the Synod.

Actually, May has had experience
with translating prior to her synod
work. A native of Mexico, she was a bi-
lingual secretary and coordinator of
communications for a Japanese com-
pany in Mexico City.

May came to Rochester after marry-
ing her husband, Ward, in 1986. The
couple met in a Mexico City coffee
shop.

“He asked me to pass the sugar,”
she said, adding with a laugh, “I'm
glad he’s not diabetic.”

Since agreeing to help the synod of-
fice, May has been busy translating let-
ters, leadership manuals and synod
newsletters. Approximately 1,000 cop-
ies of each translated document are
produced. She is currently translating
themes that will be used in parish
synod discussions scheduled for Fe-
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bruary and April, 1993.

May said she has enjoyed the work
because of the people she has met
along the way.

“The warmth and the friendship
here has been plenty,” she said.
“Every day, it's like a new, beautiful
day for me when I come here.” -

She is trying to finish up her trans-
lating work this fall so she can return
to Mexico for the winter. Ironically, she
is scheduled to leave Dec. 12 — the
day regional synod sessions will take
place. -

May will be back in the spring,
however, to continue her work, which
she expects to continue until after the
General Synod in October, 1993.

She noted that working with the
synod office has helped enhance her
own knowledge of her faith and the
church.

“I became more aware of my re-
sponsibility as a member of the Catho-
lic Church to help its progress and
growth,” May said. “I think the laity
— like me — have been takers rather
than givers.”

— Lee Strong

Synod
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Painted Post church to host
family enrichment program

PAINTED POST — Jim and Kathy
McGinnis, founders and coordinators
of Parenting for Peace and Justice
Network, an international organiza-
tion, will offer an enrichment program
for Catholic families on Sunday, Nov.
8, from 1 to 4 p.m. The program will
take place at Immaculate Heart of
Mary Church, 115 E. High St.

Entitled “Nurturing Families in a
World of Conflict,” the program will
focus on family affirmation, dealing
with an; and conflict resolution
within the family, and racism.

The Family Enrichment Program is
sponsored by the Southern Tier Office
of Social Ministry and the Christian
Formation Committee of the Corning-
Painted Post Roman Catholic Com-
munity.

Call 607/734-5893 to register.

Spaces are still avallable
for Holy Land pilgrimage

CORNING — A limited number of
spaces are still available on the Jan-
uvary, 1993 Holy Land pilgrimage,
which will be hosted by Deacon Ray
Defendorf of the Corning-Painted Post
Roman Catholic Community.

The 10-day pilgrimage include§
visits to such sacred places as the Sea
of Galilee, Capernaum, the Mount of
the Beatitudes, Mount Tabor, Cana,
Nazareth, Mount Carmel, Bethlehem
and Jerusalem.

The pilgrimage costs $1,348, which
includes airfare, hotel, breakfast and
dinner daily, and English-speaking
guides. Extensions to Egypt are availa-
ble at additional cost.

Interested people should contact
Deacon Defendorf at 607/937-5858 for
a complete itinerary.

Donations sought in malis

ROCHESTER — Meals on Wheels
will visit two malls over the next two
weekends to collect Thanksgiving do-
nations.

The program, sponsored by the
Visiting Nurse Service of Rochester
and Monroe County, plans to deliver
nearly 500 Thanksgiving Day meals to
elderly, frail and homebound people in
the Rochester area.

Volunteers will have displays set up
at Marketplace Mall the weekend of
Nov. 5-8, and Irondequoit Mall the
weekend of Nov. 12-15.

Geneva renewal slated

GENEVA — Eileen George, an inter-
nationally recognized retreat leader,
will conduct a three-day renewal at St.
Stephen’s Church, 48 Pulteney St.»
Nov. 6-8.

The mother of eight children and a
grandmother of five, George conducts
retreats from her home in Millbury,
Mass. She is noted for effectively inte-
grating personal anecdotes and stories
into her presentations.

Services will run from 7-9 p.m. on
Nov. 6-7, and from 2-4 p.m. Nov. 8.

Polish bishop visits
Rochester and Hilton

HILTON — Bishop Joseph Zycinski
finds himself in a situation many
bishops would envy.

The 44-year-old bishop of Tarnow,
Poland has ordained 175 men to the
priesthood — both diocesan and reli-
gious — in the past two years. In addi-
tion, he will ordain 55 more diocesan
seminarians in the coming year.

“The south of Poland is very Catho-
lic,” Bishop Zycinski observed. “The
people have faith, they have convic-
tion, they have a hierarchy of values.

“For me, it is quite a new experi-
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ence,” the former college professor
added.

Bishop Zycinski was in Rochester
from Oct. 28-31 for minor surgery. He
left for Washington, D.C. on Oct. 31 to
meet with officials of Catholic News
Service for advice and suggestions
about developing the Catholic press in
Poland.

While in Rochester, Bishop Zycinski
stayed with his doctor, Sandy Sorren-
tino, and his wife, Maria, part of the
time. He also stayed with Father Ches-
ter Klocek, pastor of St. Leo’s Parish in
Hilton. The polish bishop met the pas-
tor in Poland during one of the dio-
cesan priest’s recent visits.

In addition to enjoying a wealth of
new priests and seminarians during
his first two years as bishop of Tar-
now, Bishop Zycinski has created a lay
theological institute with a healthy en-
rollment of 250 students.

“In five years,” he predicted, ““many
Im']] have master’s degrees in theo-

ogy'll

Festival Singers to appear

ROCHESTER — The Diocese of Ro-
chester's Festival Singers will be fea-
tured with the Rochester Chamber Or-
chestra in a concert scheduled for Sun-
day, Nov. 8.

The event will take place at 4 p.m. at
the Hochstein Music School Perfor-
mance Hall, 50 N. Plymouth Ave.

The Festival Singers, under the.
direction of Jura Litchfield, draws its
members from throughout the diocese.

For information on the upcoming
concert, call 716/663-4693.

Parish targets life changes

PENN YAN — St. Michael’s Parish
has slated a retreat on the theme, “‘Life
in Transition: Changes and Chal-
lenges,” for Nov. 6-7 at the Religious
Education Center, 210 Keuka St.

Open to both men and women, the
overnight retreat costs $15 per person
or $25 per married couple. .

Call Walter Savaria, the parish’s re- -
ligious education director, at
315/536-3794 for information. -

Christmas Wreaths

Develop A Fund Raising Project
With A Traditional Holiday Product

A Proven Success

We've assisted hundreds of organizations
to raise thousands of dollars.

Boy Scouts ¢ Sports Clubs
Rotary Clubs ® Garden Clubs
School Clubs

g No Risks
Because the wreaths are

pre-sold there is no risk-you buy only
what has been ordered.
Excellent Value
You purchase directly from the
manufacturer. Our handmade wreaths
are fresh and fragrant
Proven Profits
Earn $6.00 or more for each wreath
sold!
For Information Call Cheryl at
(716) 723-0180




