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Book provides challenging study of Scriptures 
The Revelatory Text: Interpreting the 

New Testament as Sacred Scripture, by 
Sandra M. Schneiders; Harper (San 
Francisco, 1991); 206 pages; $20. 

By Dr. Christine M. Bochen 
Guest contributor 

The Bible is not just another book. 
For believers it is the "word of God." 
How believers read the Bible matters. 
How believers understand what it 
means to say the Bible is the "word of 
God" matters, too. 

In The Revelatory Text, Sandra 
Schneiders, professor at The Jesuit 
School of Theology and the Graduate 
Theological Union in Berkeley, Calif., 
draws on her expertise in both New 
Testament studies and Christian spiri
tuality to develop an integral theory of 
interpretation of the New Testament. 

Although the book certainly makes 
an important contribution to the work 
of biblical scholarship, Schneiders em
phasizes that she is not only addressing 
concerns of Scripture scholars but also 
believers' concerns as well. She intends 
the book for "the nonscholarly but 
healthy critical lay readers whose pri
mary concern is the text's capacity to 
inform personal and communal spiri
tuality" as well as for scholars, "begin
ning and experienced." 

In the first part of the book, 
Schneiders focuses our attention on 
how we read the New Testament. We 
can read "for information or in view of 
transformation, that is, to be intellec
tually enlightened or to be personally 
converted." But we need not, indeed 
should not, choose between enlight
enment or conversion because the two 
objectives are related. 

Biblical scholarship to date has done 
much to enhance our reading for in
formation. Using the tools of critical 
analysis, w e learn many things: where, 
when, by whom a text was written; 
how it was transmitted; the purpose of 
a particular text; and its literary form. 
Schneiders insists, however, that these 
methods of biblical study do not ade

quately address our second objective as 
believers who read the text in the hope 
that we will be transformed through 
our reading. Believers, after all, ap
proach the text, not simply because it is 
interesting or informative, but because 
it is a sacred Scripture, a revelatory 
text. The Scripture is read by believers 
because it is the word of God. 

Schneiders reminds us that the me
taphor "word of God" does not refer to 
God's literal speech but rather to all the 
ways God reveals self to us — in crea
tion, in sacred history, in the commun
ity of believers, and above all in the 
person of Jesus. Put another way, 
"sacred scripture is a sacrament of the 
word of God." 

Scripture is the symbol of God's self 
gift to us. God speaks to us in many 
ways. But in the Scripture, the word of 
God is articulated "with a clarity and 
transparency that focuses our attention 
on the mystery of divine revelation and 
this fastens our attentiveness to the 
word of God however we encounter 

it." 
In the second part of the book, 

Schneiders discusses various approa
ches essential to what she calls an inte
gral interpretation of the New Testa
ment, which aims to get at the world 
"behind" the text; the world " o f the 
text; and the world "before" the text. 
This means using the text as a 
"window" through which we glimpse 
the ancient world in which the text ori
ginated; being attentive to the way in 
which the text engages us in a world of 
meaning; and being open to the "signi
ficance of the text for the present." 

It is not enough to discover what the 
text meant then. It is necessary to real
ize what it means now for us as disci
ples. 

Schneiders closes with a case study: 
a feminist interpretation of John 4:1-42. 
Her goal is not just "to discover what 
the text says about the Samaritan 
woman in relation to Jesus in the con
text of the first century" but to uncover 
"the truth claims intrinsic to the text" 

and their significance for disdtpleship 
today. 

As a feminist critic, she is especially 
attentive to the anti-woman bias in the 
text and in interpretations of it. As she 
works, she demonstrates how the inte
gral theory of interpretation addresses 
the text's historical, literary and theo
logical aspects. The interpretation of 
this passage in John 4 draws the reader 
into a world "characterized by an as
tonishing even shocking inclusive-
ness." 

Jesus goes to Samaria, "the land of 
the hated 'other"' and there offers an 
invitation to a woman, "universal rep
resentative of the despised and ex

cluded 'other' not only in ancient Israel 
but throughout history and all over the 
world." This text invites the reader to 
participate "in the struggle for a trans
formation of this \vorld into the world 
of discipleship that the text, imperfec
tly but nevertheless really, projects." 

Well written, this book is neverthe
less a challenge. It calls for a dose and 
careful reading. But the scholars and 
"healthy, critical lay readers" for whom 
Schneiders intended the book will be 
intellectually rewarded and spiritually 
enriched by the effort. 

• • • 
Dr. Bochen serves as a professor at Na

zareth College of Rochester. 

Vagueness flaws Columbus film 
By Gerrl Pare 
Catholic News Service 

NEW YORK — Arriving shortly 
after Warner Bros.' Christopher Colum
bus — The Discovery is another hollow 
screen version of events that took place 
500 years ago, this time in Paramount7 s 
1492: Conquest of Paradise. 

French actor Gerard Depardieu stars 
as Columbus, whose bold belief in a 
westward passage to China moved 
Spain's Queen Isabel (Sigourney 
Weaver) to finance his expedition. 

The film records the voyage of the 
three vessels, Columbus' changing re
lationship with the natives in the New 
World and his fall from grace when a 
steady flow of gold back to Spain did 
not materialize. 

His personal life is given a romanti
cized .treatment in scenes with the 
adoring mistress (Angela Molina) he 
refuses to marry and their young son, 
while an elder son's origin is left 
unexplained. 

Actually, much is left vague by di
rector Ridley Scott who seems more 
concerned with capturing breathtaking 
visuals than in capturing the spirit of 
the man or his times. 

David Applaby Paramount PtcfairM 
Gerard Depardieu stars as Christo
pher Columbus in 1492:Conquest of 
Paradise. 

The actors recite their dialogue in 
such measured, hushed tones one ex
pects — but never hears — pearls of 
wisdom. Unfortunately, a plodding 
pace results, though it does allow am
ple time to admire the impressive cos
tumes and stunning visual design. 

Due to some savage violence, a 
common-law marriage and tribal nu
dity, the U.S. Catholic Conference 
classification is A-m — adults. The 
Motion Picture Association of America 
rating is PG-13 — parents are strongly 
cautioned that some material may be 
inappropriate for children under 13. 

GUARANTEED 
BOOK OF THE WEEK! 

All books reviewed in the Catholic Courier's weekly book review column 
are available at Logos Book Stores. 

At Logos, we bring you the best in Catholic Reading. If you're not completely satisfied, 
return the book with the original sales receipt within 30 days and you'll receive a 
complete refund. That's our MONEYBACK GUARANTEE, and it's that simple. 

(Guarantee applies to books purchased up to 6 months from date of review.) 
J £ L VISA AND MASTERCARD ORDERS ACCEPTED BY PHONE OR MAIL 

G R E E C E 
TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS: 

OLT-OF TOWN CUSTOMERS, 
THE STREET OF SHOPPES CALL: 

1600 Ridge Road West 
(716) 663-5085 

(Greece Store Only) 

1 - 8 0 0 - 7 5 5 - 6 4 6 7 

P E N F I E L D 
PENN-FAIR PLAZA 
2200 Penfield Road 

(716) 377-4480 

THE REVELATORY TEXT 
is available at Logos Bookstores for $20.00. Stop in to one of our two convenient loca
tions to pick up your copy, or mail this coupon to: 

LOGOS BOOKSTORE 
THE STREET OF SHOPPES 
1600 RIDGE ROAD WEST 
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14615 

Enclosed is $ . 
Number of Copies ordered . 

Please send me my copy of THE REVELATORY TEXT 
(each Book $20.00+ 1VI% sales tax). 
Please include $1.65 (first book) postage & handling, 75c each additional book. Make check or 
money order payable to Logos Bookstore, or include your VISA or MasterCard # on order blank. 
(Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery) 
Name ; 

Address 

City JState Zip . 

(Check One) VISA _ MasterCard _ Card #. exp. date 

* * * * MOVIE*TRIVIA * * * • 
WIN ONE YEAR OF 
RENTALS FROM 

Question: What television actress is the voice of the motherly teapot in 
Walt Disney's Beauty and the Beast? 

Answer: 
Name-
Address. 
City -State. -Zip. 
Last month's winner: Robert Locke of Rochester correctly 
identified Tom SeOeck as the ex-television detective who 
starred in Quigley Down Under. 

RULES: ALL ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY MIDNIGHT, NOVEMBER 13. Random drawing of correct entries to 
be held NOVEMBER 16 by Catholic Courier Representatives. Entries must be returned by mail to: Catholic Courier, v 

Movie Trivia, 1150 Buffalo Rd., Rochester, NY 14624-1899. Winner will be notified by mail. Prize is one year of 
Wegmans Video Rentals, membership is free and is required. Prize is not exchangeable for cash or other merchandise. 

[wEGMANS HOME VIDEO COUPON | 

[2 FOR 1 MOVIE RENTAL 
I Rent any movie at regular price and receive 

2nd movie of equal or lesser value free. 
(Proper I.D. required for membership.) 

I Coupon not valid with any other specials. 
Limit 1 per transaction. 

I Coupon valid on one day 

I
1 rentals. Valid only in stores 

with video depts. 
Coupon Value... up to 2.00 

| Limit 1 thru 11/30/92. 

I 
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