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By Nancy Frazier O'Brien
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — The responses
President George Bush and Gov. Bill
Clinton made to a U.S. Catholic Confer-
ence questionnaire highlighted some of
their differences, but also E}t:owed agree-
ment on such issues as the death penal-
ty, euthanasia and most foreign policy.

dent candidate H. Ross Perot
did not respond to the USCC question-
naire.
In response to approximately 40 ques-
tions in the USCC survey, neither candi-
date revealed new stands. The questions
were based on issues explored in “Polit-
ical Responsibility: Revitalizing Ameri-
can Democracy,” the USCC Administra-
tive Board's statement on the 1992 elec-
tions.

Bush and Clinton reiterated their
long-held positions on abortion and on
school-choice programs that would
include religiously affiliated schools.

“I am opposed to abortion except
when the life of the mother would

if the fetus were carried to
term,” said Bush. “I believe that abor-
tion should be safe, legal and rare,” said

~ Clinton.

On school choice, Bush spoke about
his proposal to give “$1,000 scholar-
ships to children from middle- and low-
income families so they can attend the
lawfully operating schools of their
choice — public, private or religious.”

Clinton recalled his own education at
a Catholic elementary school and uni-
versiz but said he opposed the Bush
plan.

ile I value my Catholic educa-
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Bush, Clinton reply to bishops’ survey

President George Bush
tion, I also understand that our public

school system is too i t to allow
its financial base to be diluted. That is
why I support public school choice but
would not extend this to private or
P n capial umishment, the
capital punishment, the two can-
didates found themselves in agreement.
“I support a federal death penalty for
the most heinous crimes, with proce-
dures to ensure its fair and color-blind
application,” Bush said. “In particular, I
support the death penalty for cop
killef;s, carjackers and narcotic king-

“Some crimes are so heinous and
committed by offenders so incorrigible
that they merit the death penalty,” said
Clinton. He noted that he had signed

several execution orders as governor of
Arkansas and said “a leader cannot
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Gov. Bill Clinton
shrink from” such decisions.

On euthanasia, both candidates

opposed such proposals as the one
before California voters this year to
legalize physician-assisted suicide.

“I support the sentiment expressed in
the Hippocratic oath taken by all physi-
cians, which states that a physician’s
responsibility is to “give no deadly med-
icine to anyone,” said Bush. “I do not
support doctor-assisted suicide,” Clin-
ton said. -

With respect to such foreign-policy
areas as South Africa, the Middle East
and Eastern Europe, Bush and Clinton

outlined the same goals.

On the Middle East, for example,

Bush said, “I support an agreement of
real peace between Israel and Arab
countries, codified by treaties and char-
acterized by reconciliation and open-
ness.” Clinton took a similar stand: “1
am a strong supporter of the peace talks
that are under way, and if elected, I will
continue the American role in them.”

The USCC questionnaire also
addressed such issues as arms control
and disarmament, civil rights, the econ-
omy, family life, food and agriculture
policy, health, housing, human rights,
immigration, international economic
policy, labor relations, mass media and
refugees.

In a set of seven general questions,
the USCC gave the candidates an
opportunity to address the question of
*family values,” which has become one
of the catch phrases of the 1992 cam-
paign.

“I believe the policies of the federal
government should promote, not hin-
der, strong families and moral values,”
said Bush. “If we mean to prepare our
children for the 21st century, schools
must cultivate values and good charac-
ter and give real meaning to right and
wrong.”

“It is unfortunate that public discus-
sion of how best to help families has
become so polarized,” said Clinton. “I
want an America that does more than
talk about family values. I want an
America that values families.”
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e Member of St. Mary Magdalene Church, Wolcott,
New York, and former member of church council.

e Married for twenty-nine years to wife, Betty, and
father of three grown sons.

o Highest possible rating by his county bar d\
association.

» Wayne County District Attorney 1967-1971. x
Successfully prosecuted over 400 felony cases,
including First Degree Murder.

« Wrote legislation for tougher Parole Laws,
improved Victim’s Rights, to increase penalties
for drug dealers and to provide funding for
Statewide Anti-Drug Program (DARE).

« Graduate of Syracuse University School of Law,
Magna Cum Laude, 1962.
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CENACLE OFFERS SPECIAL EVENTS

Nov. 3 ELECTION DAY BAZAAR — 9am-8pm _
Attic Treasures, Jewelry, Arts & Crafts, Christias_items, and Raffle
Tickets for Gorham Sterling Silver eight place setting. —
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1) The environment of all true prayer is the presence of God

2) The problem we must deal within prayer is forgetfulness of the
presence of God

3) The heart of prayer is awareness of the presence of God

4) This awareness enriches our sense of God, of our own identity and
of our solidarity with our sisters and brothers. Conducted by Msgr.

William Shannon

| Nov. 13-15 WHOSE AGENDA? — How much of my own agenda and how much
of God's agenda runs my lif¢? What's a good mix? When does being born
again get in the way of being born from above? Come, spend a weekend
exploring these issues in a retreat based on the gospel of John - open to
all. Presented by Fr. David P. Reid, SS.CC., and Cencle Sisters.

Nov. 20-22 SPIRITUALTY OF THE 12 STEPS — A weckend retreat in
which you may continue to explore the spiritual depths of the 12 Steps and
therefore continue your growth in prayer and spirituality in the 12 Steps.
Conducted by: Greg Doyle, Ellen Frawley, r.c., and Margie Mayk, r.c.

sy, All events are open to men and women of all faiths
—~—d For further information and

e ¢ COTmBSLS reservations please call

Center for Spiritual Renewal  THE MINISTRY OFFICE:

Nov. 6-8 REFLECTIONS OF THE LIFE OF PRAYER t

Lg 093 East Avenue (716) 271‘87 5 5 o

Rochester, New York 14607
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