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Bishop raises question of women priests 
Asks the church 
to weigh sides 

SAGINAW, Mich. (CNS) — In a 
2,000-word article, Bishop Kenneth E. 
Untener of Saginaw has asked whether 
the church can ordain women as 
priests. 

The question "clearly has arguments 
on both sides which cannot be taken 
lightly," he wrote in the fall issue of 
Seasons, a quarterly publication of his 
diocese. 

The "fundamental question," Bishop 
Untener said, is whether the ban on 
women priests involves unchangeable 
"church doctrine," as has been argued 
in official church documents, or only 
changeable "church rules," as is ar
gued by "some theologians and Scrip
ture scholars." 

The fall issue of Seasons, which ap
peared in October, was devoted com
pletely to the topic of "Women and the 
Church" and included several articles 
on women in church ministries, among 
them women who feel called to or
dained ministry. 

In early September Bishop Michael 
H. Kenny of Juneau, Alaska, published 
an article in America, a Jesuit national 
weekly, in which he said he found 
Rome's arguments against ordaining 
women unsatisfactory. 

Later that month Auxiliary Bishop P. 
Francis Murphy of Baltimore wrote in 
Commonweal, a lay-edited national 
Catholic magazine, that he believes 
women should be ordained because 
''justice demands it." 

Bishop Untener did not say in his ar
ticle whether he himself accepts or 
rejects the possibility of ordaining 
women priests. 

Instead, he laid out first the four 
main arguments from the 1976 Vatican 
declaration on the subject as to why 
the prohibition against women priests 

.is a matter of doctrine, then the main 
counterarguments by scholars in re
sponse to the Vatican's position. 

The four arguments center on what 
Jesus himself intended, whether the 
church's tradition in this area is nor
mative, whether only males can act "in 
the person of Christ" as priests, and 
whether the bride-bridegroom symbol
ism of Christ and his church is such, 
that a priest must be male. 

Last year in a more scholarly article 
in Worship, a national magazine on li
turgy and theology, Bishop Untener 
argued against the current interpreta
tion of "in the person of Christ" as re
quiring male priests. He argued thaft 
the use of the phrase in traditional 
theological sources carried no implica
tions of sexuality. 

In his new article Bishop' Untener 
suggested that if the church were to 
move away from the position that the 
ban on women priests is a binding 
doctrine to a different position, it 
would not be the first time the church 
has made such a shift. 

As an example he cited the teaching;, 
once held firmly as doctrine but now 
repudiated, "that Moses wrote die first 
five books of the Bible." 

Sorting out which teachings are rea
lly "an essential part of our apostolic 
tradition" and unchangeable, and 
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which are views subject to change, "is 
not always self-evident," Bishop Un
tener wrote. 

He urged people to discuss the issue 
in an atmosphere of faith and charity 
"rather than simply dismiss the other 
side as Neanderthal or heretical." 

Like Bishop Murphy, Bishop Un
tener suggested that the question of 
women's ordination today is of major 
importance, "not unlike the early 
church when it grappled with the 
question of whether gentiles could be 
members of the church without sub
mitting to Jewish law regarding cir
cumcision and unclean foods." 

"Jesus followed the Jewish law but 
did not speak explicitly on the ques
tion, so the early Christians did not 
know what he intended by his ac
tions," he wrote. 

"They had to struggle with the is
sue, and Peter and Paul had differing 
opinions during the struggle," he add
ed. "We must face it with the same 
honesty as the early church and trust 
that the Spirit will guide us down right 
paths." 
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EATING GRASS — A family in 
the village of Wafdiai, Somalia, 
display grass on a skin mat Oct 
10. The grass will provide food 
for seven people. Half the foreign 
aid workers in Baidoa, the center 
of the Somalian famine, have 
been temporarily withdrawn for 
fear they might get caught in 
fighting between rival war lords. 

"The Harbor Program at The Gables 
has allowed mom to remain independent." 

"Mom was apprehensive about moving, but we both agreed 
that the house was too much for her to take care of. We visited a 
number of luxury retirement communities. The Gables was very 
impressive. Their Harbor Personal Care Program provides mom 
with the daily assistance she needs, yet allows her to live indepen-
dendy in her private apartment. The Gables was the right move, 
for both of us." 

The Harbor Personal Care Program offers an extended level 
of care and it was created to preserve independence. It is one of a 
host of personal care services and programs that die Gables provides 
to all its' residents. We invite you to visit. To arrange your tour or to 
receive information, please fill out / " ^ y " 
and send the coupon below or CTfl * ^ /****(*] + ~ 
call us at: 716461-1880. £HLJ lj(WlCS 
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