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Asks the church
to weigh sides

SAGINAW, Mich. (CNS) — In a
2,000-word article, Bishop Kenneth E.
Untener of Saginaw has asked whether
the church can ordain women as
i

e question “clearly has ents
onbotgumdeswmménnotbemkm
lightly,” he wrote in the fall issue of
Seasons, a quarterly publication of his
diocese.

The “fundamental question,” Bishop

LAn/z](;)rld & nation
Bishop raises question of women priests

Bishop Untener did not say in his ar-
ticle whether he himself acczltiu;)r
rejects the possibility of ordaini
women priests.

Instead, he laid out first the four
main arguments from the 1976 Vatican
declaration on the subject as to why
the prohibition against women priests

.is a matter of doctrine, then the main

counterarguments by scholars in re-
sponse to the Vatican’s position.

The four arguments center on what
Jesus himself intended, whether the
church’s tradition in this area is nor-
mative, whether only males can act “in
the person of Christ’ as priests, and

which are views subject to change, “is
not always self-evident,” Bishop Un-
tener wrote.

He urged people to discuss the issue
in an atmosphere of faith and charity
“rather than simply dismiss the other
side as Neanderthal or hereti

Like Bishop Murphy, Bishop Un-
tener suggested that the question of
women’s ordination today is of major
importance, “not unlike the early
church when it grappled with the
question of whether gentiles could be
members of the church without sub-
mitting to Jewish law regarding cir-

.cumcision and unclean foods.”

Untener said, is whether the ban on | whether the bride-bridegroom. symbol- Jesus followed the Jewish law but
women priests involves unchangeable | ism of Christ and his church is such. | did not speak explicitly on the ques-
“church doctrine,” as has been argued | that a priest must be male. - tion, so the early Christians did not

in official church documents, or only
changeable “church rules,” as is ar-
gued by “some theologians and Scrip-
ture scholars.”

The fall issue of Seasons, which ap-
peared in October, was devoted com-

Last year in a more scholarly article
in Worship, a national magazine on lLi-
turgy and theology, Bishop :Untener
argued against the current interpreta-
tion of “in the of Christ” as re-
quiring male priests. He argued that

know what he intended by his ac-
tions,” he wrote.

“They had to struggle with the is-
sue, and Peter and Paul had differing
opinions during the struggle,” he add-
ed. “We must face it with the same

"- pletely to the topic of “Women and the | the use of the phrase in traditional | honesty as the early church and trust
Church” and included several articles | theological sources camed no nnphca that the Spirit will guide us down right
i on women in church ministries, among | tions of sexuality. paths.”
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