
Inspiring efforts in solidarity, hospitality 
By Bishop Matthew H. Clark 

I just came upstairs from a meeting with 
some of our delegates to the National Black 
Catholic Congress, which was held in New 
Orleans in July. The group carefully pre
pared for the congress with members of our 
local African-American Catholic community 
and, when they returned, drew up some 
recommendations for implementation in 
our local church. 

Tonight's oral report dealt with the black 
family. Among the issues we discussed 
were societal factors that have a negative 
impact on family life; deepening concern for 
young black males; the importance of 
Catholic-school education for black chil
dren; and the need for marriage-preparation 
and enrichment programs that recognize 
and are geared to the experience of black 
Catholic couples. 

I am looking forward to receiving, in 
written form, the oral reports we discussed 
this evening so that we can explore ways to 
stand in greater solidarity with our black 
sisters and brothers. 

The meeting to which I just referred was 
the last of this day's activities — writing 
these words excepted! But it reminded me 
of the first event on the day's calendar. That 
was a visit to Corpus Christi School located 
at Blessed Sacrament Parish. 

Sister Eileen Daly, SSJ, principal of the 
school, gathered some students from the 
upper grades who shared cider and dough
nuts and banana bread with me. We talked 

LONG THE WAY 

about school and politics, and we traded 
questions ("Who do you think has won the 
presidential debates so far?" "How did you 
become a bishop?" etc.). 

It was a wonderful experience for me to 
enjoy the easy and natural hospitality of 
those children who, in their diversity, so 
richly remind me of the breadth of Christ's 
love for us. 

Sister Eileen took me to all of the classes 
including the exciting new program (made 
possible by generous benefactors) for four-
year-olds, and then she and I had a chance 
to sit and talk about the importance of the 
school to her children and their families. 

I enjoyed the visit, immensely encour
aged and more convinced than ever that 
Catholic-school education is a precious 

opportunity for these little ones. 
While on the subject of schools, let me 

thank all of the men and women, boys and 
girls who so generously supported Satur
day's Walkathon for the benefit of our 
Northeast Quadrant Community Catholic 
Schools. It was a wonderful experience of 
community that would not have been possi
ble without an enormous amount of work 
by many persons. 

I had a wonderful time running the 10-
kilometer route and wish to offer special 
thanks to Pam Giambrone of St. Ambrose 
Parish and Aquinas Institute for her com
panionship and moral support along the 
way. 

I want to close with these comments: 
1). Congratulations and thanks to the 

board members and staff of the Catholic 
Family Center for the opportunity they pro
vided to celebrate the 75th anniversary of 
their activity on behalf of those in need. 

2). Thanks to the board members of St. 
Joseph's Cemetery, Auburn, and to Jack 
Geherin, cemetery director, for inviting me 
to bless their new statue of Jesus and the 
good thief. If your travels ever take you on 
Route 38-South out of Auburn, stop gtt St. 
Joseph's and enjoy this striking new work. 

3). To Father John Gagnier and all at St. 
Francis, Auburn, my gratitude for their gra
cious hospitality on Sunday. It was a joy to 
celebrate with mat community. I offer spe
cial thanks for their patience with my Ital
ian. ' 

Peace to all. 

Educating Today's Young Women 

for Tomorrow's World 

"At Mercy, I learned 
to use my gifts for the 
good of everyone, not 
just myself. 
Mercy encourages 
young women to build 
themselves as 
persons, and then, to 
give back a part of 
themselves to the 
community. That is 
what I have 
tried to do." 

Hon. Ann Marie Taddeo '69 
Monroe Cty. Family Court Judge 

Join more than 
four thousand young women 

who have chosen Mercy. 

FALL OPEN HOUSE 
Thursday, October 29,1992 

7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Grades 7-12 288-7120 

Our Lady of Mercy High School 
1437 Blossom Road, Rochester, N.Y. 14610 

Guaranteed to Put a Smile on Your Face and a Song iii Your Heart 

Rochester Rotary Presents The RAPA Players in 

MY ONE AMD ONLY 
- A George Gershwin Musical -

NOVEMBER 6, 7, 13 and 14 at 8:00 P.M. and 
NOVEMBER 7 and 14 at 2:00 P.M. 

THEATRE-ON-THE-RIDGE, KODAK PARK 
(Signed performance for the hearing impaired Nov. 7 at 2 00 p.m ) 

FREE NIGHT LIGHTED PARKING 

You'll love this laugh-filled musical comedy spoof where boy 
meets girl and eventually gets girl but only after a madcap 

romp around Manhattan Island of the Roaring 20s. 

SENIORS: Use this coupon to save $2.50. 
Present this coupon with appropriate identification at Ticket Express 

100 East Avenue, for the right to purchase two tickets to any performance of 

MY ONE AMD ONLY 
at $2.50 discount off the regular price of $ 1 5 OQ 
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The Mikado 
Opera a la Carte 

Saturday, November 7 • 8 p.m. 
Sunday, November 8 • 7 p.m. 

- Tickets $30 -

Enjoy the lilting music, bright singing and 
hilarity of Gilbert and Sullivan delightfully 
a la Carte. With 35 singers, complete sets, 

costumes and live orchestra, Opera a la Carte's 
authentic production of the ever-popular 

operetta "The Mikado" is a rare treat. 

Box Office: 5862420 
Groups: 424-2979 
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