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lived could ever say that my uncle
hadn’t made a success of his life. He

- way back to Uncle Abraham'’s house.

As I helped him pack up for the trip,
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Gospel, which lists Jesus
Christ in Abraham’s family |
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s Abraham answers God s call with faith The bishop biesed he al
y y tar and recalled for the large 1
e Y've always been close to my Uncle to make.” crowd a story from the Old
T Abraham. Maybe it's because he and .:ﬁ; Whenever Uncle Abraham gave Testament about one of the 1
2. Aunt Sara never had any children of v advice, he left the final choice up to very first altars. Abraham 4
n their own. My father died when I "2 me. “God’s like that, too, Lot,” he erected that altar over 4000
was very young. Uncle Abraham @ always said. “Each person must de- years ago as a sign of his |
€ was easy to talk to and I went to see . cide for himself what to do.” faith in God.
i) him often. s 3 The sun was just coming up a In the dedication Mass,
No one in Haran where we both 8 muple of days later as I made my lectors read from Matthew’s
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lived in one of the nicest houses in
town with many servants to help
him. His house was surrounded by
much land and he had large herds of
cattle and sheep.

Most of the people in Haran wor-
shipped the moon and the stars.
Uncle Abraham thought this to be

foolishness and he made it a point to

tell them. “It doesn’t make sense to
worship things that God made.”
Even though he was very outspo-

“If I go, God will fulfill the great
promise he has made to me,” he
said, smiling.

“Where are you going?”’

“First we'll head west along the
river,” Uncle Abraham said. “Then
south toward Bethel.”

“But that will take you right
through the desert! Uncle, I mean no
disrespect, but you're 75 years old.

I said, “You never told me about
God'’s promise.”

“If 1 go, God has promised me
land and many descendants,” Abra-
ham said. “And I believe in his
promise.”

There were times' during the hard
trip across the desert when our food
and water were so low I didn’t think
we would make it.

But one day, we came to a great
tree just outside of Canaan. It was
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member when we worship
at this altar that we make

line. During the homily, the !
bishop said, “All followers
of Jesus Christ are descen-
dants of Abraham Re-l

our own faith journey as we
prepare to enter our eternal
home in heaven someday.”
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ken, there was talk about making  That trip would be almost impossi-  here that Uncle Abraham built an al-
}: _ Uncle Abraham the head chieftain  ble for someone half your age!”’ tar and we all knelt and worshipped 2
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% “Why?” I finally managed to blurt “Unless what?”’ leave his home?
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