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Thrilling book bears witness to one man's faith in face of persecution 
Witness: to Apparitions and Perse

cution in the USSR, by Josyp Terelya 
with Michael H. Brown; Faith Publish
ing Co., (Milford, Ohio, 1991); 324 
pages; $10. " 

By Father Robert F. McNamara 
Guest contributor 

Witness is the tumultuous, thrilling 
and touching memoir of a Ukrainian 
lay activist who has emerged, battered 
but indomitable, from 20 years of 
imprisonment in more than 30 Soviet 
jails. Although his "crimes" were var
ious, the principal charge was his ad
vocacy of the Greek-Rite Ukrainian 
Catholic Church. More than once he 
would have been set free had he de
nied that faith. 

Born in 1943 in the rural woodlands 
of Carpathian Ukraine, Josyp Terelya 
was the son of officious parents high in 
the Soviet bureaucracy. Providential
ly, he was raised by his peasant 
grandmother in her own staunch, ear

thy Catholicism. 
In 1946, while Terelya was still a 

toddler, Stalin — by means of a canon
ical trick — abolished the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church by forcibly transfer
ring its members to the Russian Orth
odox Church. When Terelya grew old
er, idealistic and mettlesome, he 
vowed to devote his life to battling for 
Ukrainian independence, the welfare 
of the Ukrainian peasantry, and, prin
cipally, the defense of underground 
Ukrainian Catholicism. 

Bold, inventive, and a born leader, 
he cheerfully accepted any risk in or
der to organize the laity, fund the 
clergy and their secret seminaries, ar
range for Masses in safe venues, cate
chize the youth, and print and circular
ize religious literature. 

Because all these activities were "il
legal," the KGB was soon tailing Tere
lya. He was eventually arrested and 
subjected to the Soviet jail system's 
dehumanizing, diabolical cruelties. 

Prison eventually broke his health but 
did not destroy his resilience. 

When Terelya was finally released 
early in 1987, the great thaw under 
Gorbachev had already allowed more 
free speech. He took a leading part in 
announcing to the Soviet and free 
worlds, that the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church — more than six million 
sjrong — was leaving the catacombs 
4nd demanded Russian legal recogni-
uonjThis is still in process. 

Terelya can also bear witness to 
Marian apparitions. Our Lady allege
dly visited him twice in the dreadful 
Vladimir prison (1970, 1972). In the 
spring of 1987 he claims he saw Mary 
for a whole week during her astound
ing appearances at Hruschiv, Ukraine. 
Making her presence felt for three 
weeks to perhaps 450,000 Ukrainians, 
she urged them — in these end times 
— to pray and make sacrifices for the 
all-important conversion of Russia. 

Terelya claims she had special mes

sages tor him. This book provides the 
fullest written account of the Hrushiv 
marvels yet available in the Western 
World. When the reborn Ukrainian 
Catholic Church studies these alleged 
apparitions with a view to judging 
their supernaturality, Terelya and his 
book will furnish valuable testimony. 

One need not subscribe to all of 
Terelya's incidental deductions to ac
knowledge that whether on political or 
religious subjects he is a careful and 
honest reporter. We in the West would 
likewise be less than prudent if we ig
nored this victim of Communist mate
rialism when he warns us, prophetica
lly, to beware of our own brand of ma
terialism. 

Like another Alexander Solzhenit-
syn, he cautions us, "America, remain 
vigilant; but America, also look at the 
plank in your own eye." 

• • • 
Father McNamara serves as dio

cesan archivist. 

GUARANTEED 
BOOK OF THE WEEK! 

All books reviewed in the Catholic Courier's weekly book review column 
are available at Logos Book Stores. 

At Logos, we bring you the best in Catholic Reading. If you're not completely satisfied, 
return the book with the original sales receipt within 30 days and you'll receive a 
complete refund. That's our MONEYBACK GUARANTEE, and it's that simple. 

(Guarantee applies to books purchased up to 6 months from date of review.) 

VISA AND MASTERCARD ORDERS ACCEPTED BY PHONE OR MAIL 

G R E E C E 
TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS: 

OUT-OF TOWN CUSTOMERS, 
THE STREET OF SHOPPES CALL: 

1600/Riage Road West 
(716) 663-5085 

(Greece Store Only) 

1 - 8 0 0 - 7 5 5 - 6 4 6 7 

P E N F I E L D 
PENN-FAIR PLAZA 
2200 Penfield Road 

(716) 377-4480 

WITNESS 
is available at Logos Bookstores for $10.00. Stop in to one of our two convenient loca
tions to pick up your copy, or mail this coupon to: 

LOGOS BOOKSTORE 
THE STREET OF SHOPPES 
1600 RIDGE ROAD WEST 
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14615 

Enclosed is $ . 
Number of Copies ordered . 

Please send me my copy of WITNESS 
(each Book $10.00+ 7%% sales tax). 
Please include $1.65 (first book) postage & handling, 75c each additional book. Make check or 
money order payable to Logos Bookstore, or include your VISA or MasterCard # on order blank. 
(Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery) 
Name 

Address 

City _State Zip . 

(Check One) VISA _ MasterCard _ Card # exp. date 

REAL ESTATE 
North Village Apcutments 

2515 Culver Road 
(Located near the Shire at Culverton) 

One & Two Bedroom 
Garden Apartments for 

Senior Citizens 
„<&•* 

CURRENTLY ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS 

! fttW AND SECOND 
* - _ > * * _ A p A R T M E N T S 

VUGPV AVAILABLE. 

• Security 
• Independence 
• Convenient Location 

Please call Mr. LeChase at 
(716)467-4544 

HIDDEN 
MEADOW^ 

O M M U N I 

Florida-Style Living 
for 55 years or older. 

A Friendly 
Atmosphere Offering... 
• Club House for Community 

Activities 
• Golf League • Organized Trips 
• Card Club, and much more! 

• TOP OF LINE MANUFACTURED 
HOMES. 

• SECLUDED & PRIVATE 
• MANY FLOOR PLANS AVAILABLE 
• DECKS, LARGE LOTS,. LIGHTING, 

AND MORE 
OPEN FOR INSPECTION SUNBWS 

1:004:00P.M., OR BY APPOINTMENT 

CALL (716) 494-1424 
7289 Lake Rd. 

Bergen, NY 14416 
(1 Mile South of Rt. 33 & 19) 
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