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Former music director agrees to plea bargain 
Faces probation, 
weekends in jail 
By L M Strong 
Staff writer 

WAVERLY — Leo McDermott IL 
former director of the non-
denominational Praise and Power 
youth choir based in Watkins Glen, 
pleaded guilty Sept 24 to third-degree 
endangerment of a child. 

The plea stemmed from charges of 
endangerment and third-degree sexual 
abuse filed against McDermott in Jan
uary, 1992. The charges concerned an 
incident involving a 16-year-old 
Waverly boy who was a member of 

JPraise and Power. 
The Praise and Power choir drew its 

members from throughout Tioga 
County, the Elmira area and parts of 
Pennsylvania. 

Prior to the incident involving the 
Waverly boy, McDermott had served 
as music director at St. Mary of the 
Lake Church in Watkins Glen. His 
position was terminated in November, 
1991, when McDermott announced 
plans to be ordained as a non-
denominational charismatic minister. 

McDermott was scheduled to face 
trial Tuesday, Sept 29, on two mis
demeanor charges, one for third-
degree endangerment of a child and 
the other for third-degree sexual 
abuse. 

The guilty plea before Waverly 
Town Justice Frederick Luther was 
part of an agreement worked out be
tween McDermotfs lawyer, James 
Baker, and Tioga County Assistant 
District Attorney Gerald Keene. 

In return for the guilty plea to the 
endangerment charge, the charge of 
third-degree sexual abuse against 
McDermott was dropped. 

Baker said the agreement is conting-

United 
by faith 
for life 

Thousands link for 'life chain;' 
event followed by rosary march 
Members of more than 60 congregations lined Rochester's East Avenue, 
from the Liberty Pole to Wlnton Road, as part of a National Life Chain on 
Sunday Oct. 4. The event, held from 2-3 p.m., was one of hundreds held 
across the nation to show opposition to abortion. Similar chains took 
place In Brockport, Geneva and Hornell. (At top left) Carol Rose and her 
son Kevin were among the approximately 2300 pro-life activists who as
sembled on East Avenue. (Above) Immediately following the life chain, 
worshipers gathered for the 33rd International Rosary March at the Lib
erty Pole. That event concluded at Our Lady of Victory/SL Joseph 
Church, 210 Pleasant St., Rochester. 

The Hero's Journey 
(A Gathering of Men) 

You are invited to participate in a 
day long seminar for men and women that 
will explore various aspects of manhood. 

The primary presenter will be Craig Bullock. 
Craig is a psychotherapist in private practice 

and holds graduate degrees in clinical psychology 
and religious studies. 

SEMINAR DATE: Saturday, Oct. 24, 9am-5pm. 
at St. Paul's Church (cor. Westminster & East Ave.) 

COST: $25 per person/$40 couple 
Day of seminar $30 per person/$50 couple , 

FOR PRE-REGISTRATION OR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 
Craig Bullock at (716) 244 - 1280 

ent upon a pre-sentencing in
vestigation to be conducted by the 
Tioga County Probation Office. If the 
investigation does not uncover any 
new facts, sentencing will take place 
Dec. 1 in Waverly Village Court. 

"Mr. McDermott admitted to having 
a frank discussion of sexual matters 
with the young man," Baker ex
plained. That admission led to the gui
lty plea on the endangerment charges, 
Baker added. 

However, Baker noted, McDermott 
denied having any inappropriate phy
sical contact with the youth. As a re
sult, the sexual abuse charge was dis
missed as part of the agreement, he 
said. 

McDermott faces a possible sentence 
of two months of weekend detention 
in the Tioga County Jail, plus three 
years probation, Baker said. 

In a deposition given Jan. 10 to 
Schuyler County sheriffs deputies, the 
16-year-old boy said McDermott at

tempted — during a van ride from 
Watkins Glen to the youth's Waverly 
home — to persuade the youth into 
beginning a sexual relationship with 
McDermott. 

The Waverly youth also claimed 
McDermott grabbed him in the but
tocks at the end of the ride. 

McDermott served eight months in 
an Ohio prison after following a con
viction for corrupting a minor in 1989. 
The sentence stemmed from a four-
year relationship McDermott had with 
an Ohio youth. McDermott was serv
ing as a music teacher in the Lorain, 
Ohio, school system at the time. 

McDermott was released from the 
Ohio prison just three months before 
being hired to direct St Mary's choir. 

The board of directors of Praise and 
Power learned of the Ohio conviction 
in December, 1991. At the board's Jan. 
12, 1992, meeting, McDermott's resig
nation as the choir's director was an
nounced. 

By Mike Latona 
Staff writer 

Unified board signals new 
trend at Nazareth schools 

the combined board stemmed from a 
recommendation made by an outside 
advisory committee of community 
leaders appointed by the Sisters of St 
Joseph in 1989. 

Many of those committee members 
now serve on the current school board. 
In fad, Ferris — who had previously 
served as advisory board chairperson 
at Nazareth Hall — noted that she is 
one of the few members to have sat on 
previous boards. 

Nazareth Academy, a 121-year-old 
high school for girls, has been located 
at 1001 Lake Ave. since 1916. 

Nazareth HalL located >wo blocks 
away at 180 Raines Park, currently 
educates boys and girls in pre-
kindergarten through grade 5. Built in 
1884, the school was a military-style 
boarding institution until it became co
educational for grades K-8 in 1972. 

Nazareth Hall's grades seven and 
eight — for both boys and girls — 
were moved to classrooms in Nazareth 
Academy's southwest wing during the 
fall of 1990. Sixth-graders moved into 
that wing the following year. 

In addition to creating more class
room space at Nazareth Hall, these 
changes were made to offer junior-
high level students the opportunity to 
take accelerated programs offered,at 

Continued on page 18 

ROCHESTER — In more ways than 
at any previous time in their lengthy 
histories, Nazareth Academy and Na
zareth Hall are using common resour
ces to their mutual advantage. 

Following an announcement last 
summer, the two schools formally 
have been renamed "Nazareth Schools 
— The Academy and The HalL" The 
two schools have functioned under the 
governance of a single school board 
since September of 1991. 

Nancy Ferris, elected president of 
that board this July, acknowledged 
that the new board is a reflection of the 
schools' push toward "shared resour-
ces. 

"The public relations director and 
the development director used to just 
work for the academy, and now 
they're shared," said Ferris. "And 
some of the 'specialty teachers,' like 
our fine arts director, are now teaching 
students from both schools. We also 
have a financial manager (for both the 
academy and hall)." 

The Sisters of St. Joseph have owned 
and operated both Nazareth Academy 
and Nazareth Hall throughout the 
schools' histories. Plans leading up to 
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A dream come true-
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A dream shoe at a dream price! Your invited to find out how a pair of Xtra 
Depth® shoes can make your feet feel better than they've ever felt before. And 

save money at the same time. It's like a dream come true. 

Bring this ad with you and GET $20 OFF on any pair of in-stock 

C4A*-
BY P W. MINOR 

Offer good through October 31, 1992. Not valid with any other coupon offer. a 
L O T E M P I O S H O E S T O R E 
Certified Orthopedic Shoe Technician 790 Ridge Rd., Webster*671-8289 
MOn-Fri 9-6; Sat 9-5 (West of 5 Mile Line Rd.. next to Bethany Marine World) 

Thursday, October 8, 1992 


