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Il pray for you’ not always enough

By Judith Ann Kollar
Guest contributor

“I'll pray for you” is a common
nse when we face another per-
son’s pain and suffering. Our third
synod theme — how can we help
those facing violence, addiction,
burdensome pregnancy or terminal
illness? — calls us to do more than
merely utter, “T'll pray for you.”
Prayer, of course, is always an
appropriate response, but prayer
must be accompanied by action
which goes to the heart of the pain
and suffering. We are called to re-
move the causes of the pain, to pro-
vide protection to those who are
victims and to walk the way of suf-
fering with those who are in the
process of preparing for death.
The 1991 synod survey reveals
that 71 percent of diocesan Catholics
considers such issues as abortion

"and child abuse very important but

only 34 percent believes that we as
church are adequately addressing
these issues. Our challenge is to dis-
cover how we can improve.
Sometimes I feel so helpless when
I read the statistics and stories of
those on drugs, in abusive re-

lationships, or those experiencing a
burdensome pregnancy. It seems
like everyone I know has a friend or
a relative dying of a terminal illness.
Perhaps, like me, you feel surroun-
ded by pain and suffering and yet
feel helpless in the face of these
overwhelming conditions.

Although we must pray, the
synod theme prods us to ask oursel-
ves what we can do in the face of

these challenges. Have we as a faith

community even acknowledged that
addiction and violence exist in the
lives of the people with whom we
worship on Sunday?

The synod discussion paper re-
minds us that “we are all victims of
violence”” we manipulate, we ig-
nore each other, we take each other
for granted. In a more tragic way, in
far too many homes in our diocese,
husbands, wives or children are vic-
tims of physical and sexual abuse.

We need to talk about this as a
faith community, acknowledge that
it exists, and explore concrete ways
that we can do something about it.

| It may involve starting a support

group, or providing respite for peo-
ple who are confined to their homes,
or relief for mothers of young chil-
dren. But we must do something.
How do we deal with addiction
in our parishes? Are we brave
enough to acknowledge that people
need to feel safe to speak about
their problems? How. welcoming
are we of those whom we know are
in recovery? Do we pretend no one
has a problem? Why do all parish
social and fundraising activities
seem to involve alcohol or gam-
bling? Aren’t there more sensitive

ways to have fun that are also life-
giving for everyone?

These days, life issues tend to di-
vide us more than unite us. It seems
as if we all know that “I'll pray for
you” is not enough but there are
many disagreements about what we
as chur should be doing.
Whatever ¢lse, our parish communi-
ties have to provide support, under-
standing, compassion and assis-
tance to those who are challenged
with burdensome pregnancies or a

. terminal illness. We may think that

social services should take care of,
such things but the Gospel calls us
— not the government — to reach
out to those in need. |

The third synod theme certainly
calls us to pray but it-also chal-
lenges us to reach out, to act, to do
what we can to alleviate suffering
and the causes of suffering. It calls
us through the synod process to
make concrete recommendations
about how we as church can ad-
dress these needs. In the words of
St. Ignatius Loyola we are/called to
work as if all depends on us and to
pray as if all depends on G

Kollar is director of ional de-
velopment for the Diocese of R ter.
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ROCHESTER
METAL RECYCLING

WANTED:
« SCRAP IRON « STEEL ¢ BRASS

* BATTERIES °

CARS & TRUCKS
WE BUY ANYTHING - THAT’S METAL!

Wanted to buv -
1 Beams & plate Steel - SELL US YOUR OLD
OR EXCESS INVENTORY

We Also Sell New & Used Plate Metals, Square
& Round Tubing, I-Beams - Angle Iron, etc., etc.

235-8440
11 CAIRN ST.

OFF RT 390 - EAST ON CHILI AVE TO CAIRN

RADIATORS

FALL SAVINGS SPECTACULAR

OUR EVERYDAY

LOW PRICES
FOR SERVICE

15,000 MILE
FACTORY REQUIRED
PREVENTATIVE
MAINTENANCE

SHOP AROUND AND COMPARE

© ALL SERVICES ARE FOR GM CARS & TRUCKS ONLY

Bob Hastings

@Oldsmobile-G C Truck, Inc.

800 PANORAMA TRAIL, PENFIELD 586-6940

ATES

AUTOMOTIVE

l

ELECTRONIC WHEEL BALANCE
& TIRE ROTATION

752995

FRONT or REAR BRAKES

Replace pads or shoes & resurface rotors,
or replace shoes & resurfoce drums.

59995 -

We use original GM brake pads.
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import or domestic car, truck or van.

The bottom line is... our prices for labor and parts
can be much lower than a dealership. Plus, at Gates
Automotive, our technical equipment is “‘state of the

art” and our service technicians are I-Car and ASE
certified.

Lower prices, origihal factory parts, highly trained
service technicians, personalized service and lower
overhead is why you should choose Gates Automotive
as a reliable and effective alternative to your automotive
dealership.

When you choose an automotive service center such
as Gates Automotive, call the Better Business Bureau
and ask them about the company’s record.

GATES

AUTOMOTIVE

Q: Do I have to return to my dealership
JSor all maintenance and warranty work?

A: Not necessarily! In general, any maintenance or
service work that you “‘pay” for to maintain the validity
of your warranty may be performed by a qualified
automotive service center. Example: lube, oil and
filter... tire rotation... brakes... shocks & struts. .. and
even transmission. .. and engine maintenance. Just save
all receipts and your warranty remains valid.

At Gates Automotive, if we are asked to check or if
we find a *‘covered” warranty related problem, it is our
policy to direct you back to your dealer for “ro charge”
| repairs. .

NISSAN, JEEP-EAGLE, SUZUKI |
vehicles only

Parts and fabor in our Parts Center at our
friendly Service Department. Not valid
with any other coupons or specials.

' NISSAN, JEEP-EAGLE,

11
| SUZUKI vehicles only v.

(I
819-95plustax —% ' !

includes: ¢ Up to 6 quarts Valvoline oil

1992 SUZUKI SIDEKICK
I Peterson’s Off Road 4

. Wheeler of the Year
I Make your best deal
I and receive $150 worth /gy

of free accessories with § *

‘ HOSELTON
NISSAN, JEEP-EAGLE, SUZUKI

50 Marsh Road, East Rochester
385-3560

Monday-Friday 7am-6pm, Saturday 8am-4pm

ar 1

" FREE NEW YORK STATE
INSPECTION

NISSAN, JEEP-EAGLE,

SUZUKI vehicles only

Q9: Why shoul& I consider tal;ing my
vehicle to an automotive service center
instead of my dealer?

A: Most automotive dealers have a lot of overhead
related to running the dealership. They have to pay a
sales force and the office support staff as well as
fluctuating interest rates on their inventory. At an
automotive service center, such as Gates Automotive,
aur overhead is lower and every piece of equipment and
all personnel are directly related to the repair of your

Fulil Service & Collision Repair Center
(24 Hrs. * 7 Days a Week  Road Service & Towing)
Hours: M-F 7am-6pm, Sat. 8am-Noon

73 MARWAY CIRCLE
(24 Hour To Service)

247-3844
You Have an Outstanding Alternative to Your
Automotive Dealer ... Right Here in Gates!
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