
Senior Lifestyles 

Home's chapel raises federal agency's ire 
By Kate Pipkin 
Catholic News Service 

BALTIMORE — The U.S. Depart
ment of Housing and Urban De
velopment is studying a makeshift 
chapel set up in a senior citizen home 
in Baltimore built with federal funds. 

HUD officials consider the building, 
Lemko House, federally funded be
cause the agency financed its construc
tion, and HUD holds the mortgage on 
it and provides financing to some resi
dents. And that means, they add, that 
the chapel's existence in part of a 
multipurpose room violates federal 
law. 

All the elderly residents want is to 
attend religious services in the build
ing they call home, and all HUD wants 
is for those residents to put away any 
religious symbols when they're fin
ished. 

Lemko residents, most of whom are 
Latin- or Eastern-rite Catholics, object 
to HUD'S stance. "Why are they pick
ing on God?" asked resident Mary 
Karpovich. "Thaf s unbelievable." 

Larry Hatcher, deputy manager at 
HUD'S Baltimore office, told The Catho
lic Review, Baltimore's archdiocesan 
newspaper, that the dispute has gone 
on since Lemko was built nine years 
ago, and the flames are fanned every 
few years when a resident complains 
about the chapel's existence. 

Judy Valone, 60, disputed Hatcher's 
assertion. "I've talked to every resi
dent here and they see nothing wrong 
with it," she said. 

The makeshift chapel, according to 
residents, is a non-denominational 
chapel available to any resident day or 
night They paid for the icons, candles 
and other religious symbols. 

Hatcher said although Lemko is not 

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY 
at ROBERTS WESLEYAN COLLEGE 

off Buffa lo Rd., in N. Chi l i 
Model open: Tues., Thurs., & Sat. from 12-3p.m. 
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546-4900 1 
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328-7178 
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M I D T O W N M A N O R 
A P A R T M E N T S 

(For Age 52 and Older) 
Convenient Downtown Location, walk 

to shopping. On a* direct busline. 
• S tud io : $ 2 7 2 

• One Bedroom: $ 3 2 2 
All Utilities Included, Monthly Mass 

Services, Section 8 Accepted 

5 4 6 - 3 6 5 Q 
475 East Broad St. 

Senior Support Services 

W e Cover it All" a 
RN/Accountant; Husband/Wife Team 

We offer comprehensive care 
(financial & medical) with a kind, 

compassionate touch. 

OUR POLICY: Satisfaction Guaranteed 
or no charge for service. 

R e f e r e n c e available • 328-5210 

RETIRE or JUST 
ENJOY LIVING 

on 
Beautiful HONEOYE LAKE 

at 
Honeoye Valley Mobile Home Park 

268 West Lake Road, Honeoye 

• SET UP, SKIRTED AND READY TO 
MOVE IN ON LARGE TREED LOTS. 
• Honeoye Lake just steps away; 

walk-to boat slips available next 
door. 

• Quality Skyline homes 
• 1 Year complete warranty 
• Low maintenance 
• Water, sewer & refuse removal 

included in lot rent. 
Homes presented by: 

BORDER CITY 
MOBILE HOME SALES, INC. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 9 TO 7 • 367-3545 
OR VISIT OUR MAIN SHOWROOM AT 322 RTS. 5 & 20 

IN WATERLOO — OPEN 7 DAYS 9:30 - 5:30 

allowed to maintain a permanent 
chapel — regardless of whether it is 
non-denominational — "it is permissi
ble for residents to reserve the multi
purpose room and conduct religious 
observances so long as all religious 
symbols are removed from the room 
upon completion of the religious 
event." 

Resident James Weir, head of the 
Committee to Save Lemko ChapeL 
said the chapel is "open 24 hours a 
day. The residents refuse to take any
thing down." 

The chapel has been used for a wed
ding and the baptisms of a resident's 
grandchildren. 

Mass is celebrated regularly at the 
chapel by Father Ivan Domic, an 
Eastern-rite priest, and Conventual 
Franciscan Father Matthew Kotkowski, 
associate pastor at Latin-rite St Sfanis-. 
laus Church. 

Anna Riggsbee, 80, i s afraid she'll 
have to go to church outside the build
ing if the chapel is dismantled. -

"I have bad knees and I can't walk 
far," she said. "When I can come here 
anytime I want and pray, it makes me 
feelgood." 

Care and Prevention 
of Injuries 

and Soft Tissue Pain 
A d m i n i s t e r e d b y 
E l l e n D r e x e l 

Licensed Massage Therapist 
at 

P l aza S p o r t s Medic ine 
a n d R e h a b i l i t a t i o n , 

1415 Portland Ave. 
(Adjacent to Roch. General Hosp.) 
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Senior Volunteer .£r#gg 
known as %£&&, is 
seniors ages 60 
critical volunteer 
iron-profit and hi 
agencies in " 

Volunteers are 
positions as friendly visitors, 
child-care providers/ classroom 
assistants, classroom tutors/ lit
eracy tutors, clerical aides, hos
pital aides, data entry clerks; li
brary aides; handymen, tour 
guides, respite care givers, re
ceptionists, mentors and mort. 
'" According to M ^ ^ l S a r 
McBride, RSVFs director, agen
cies are jelying on %otonfesers 
more and more as federal, state,' 

fOur files are bulging with 
volunteer xg^m^y^hs^^' 
stated. '"We need toP&Mmiettf* 
know that they can share their 
life experiences and talents 
while also 

unteers with supplemental acci
dent and health insurance, a par
tial transportation reimburse
ment and recogration, 

- Seniors interested in learning 
more about volunteer dj3rx>rtun-
ities anywhere 1st Monroe 
County are invited to caH KS&P 
at 716/454.3224. 

RSVP is a part of ACBKIH'fta 
federal domestic *. volunteer 
agency; and is^upporied by the 
Regional Council on Aging and 
theUrdtedWay. - ~. . * 

NOW-HELP FOR THE HOME-BOUND 
• Handicapped • Partially Disabled • Elderly 

Two new services have just been introduced to our community that 
will be very beneficial to the home-bound. 

"HOW ARE YOU TODAY" 
calls one, two, or three times a day, everyday, to find out if you are 

^ okay. If you need assistance, help will be on the way immediately. 

"HELP ALERT" 
is a small FM transmitter that you wear around your neck or on 
your belt. If you have an emergency, just push a button and help is 
on the way. 

For a color brochure and more information, call or write: 

INTEGRITY ENTRERPRISES 
1591 Waterford Road, Walworth, New York 14568 

(315) 986-1806 
(This is not a toll call for most of the 716 area code) 

Residents are assisted by trained staff who are on duty around the clock. 
Services included in the daily charge are: 

• Private or semi-private rooms, furnished or unfurnished, featuring air 
conditioning and the latest in smoke detector and sprinkler systems. Semi-private 
rooms are ideal for married couples. -

• Three meals and two snacks each day 
• Supervision of medication and special diets 
• Supervised bathing 
• Extensive activities program 
• Religious services 

Services available, but not included in the daily charge, are: 
• Beautician • Cable television 
• Private telephones • Newspapers 

Celebrating our 20th year! 
Call sr 

381-0282 l. 

• Transportation for shopping 
• Housekeeping 
• Personal laundry service 
• 24-Hour supervision 

GATE EA6T 
2006 Five Mile Line Rd.» Penfield, New York 
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