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World War I veteran ponders meaning of the flag
By Rob Cullivan
Staff writer
ROCHESTER — Robert Benedict a
resident at St. Ann's Home/The Heritage, sat in his chair and looked out the
window at a U.S. flag blowing in the
breeze in front of the facility.
As he drew on his pipe, the 95-yearold Catholic Marine veteran rhapsodized about his love for the flag and
what it represents.
"I wonder how the flag goes," said
Benedict "And when it's not flying,
I'm wondering."
Part of the reason the flag still flies is
due to men like Benedict, who served
during World Wax I. The son of a Utica
tailor, he enlisted in the Marines in
1917. Benedict was wounded at Belieau Wood, a small forest outside of
Paris, France, where allied and German forces battled in 1918.
As pipe smoke ringed his face,
Benedict recalled the day when the
enemy injured him twice.
Early one morning during the course
of the battle, a fellow Marine pointed
out to an unaware Benedict that he
had just fallen victim to sniper fire.
"Someone said, 'Bennie, your face is
covered with blood,'" Benedict recalled. "There was blood between my
fingers. I looked up and there was a
hole through my arm."
The bullet had passed clean through
Benedict's left bicep. By rights, the
young man should have sought immediate medical attention. Instead, he
continued battling the Germans
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Robert Benedict enjoys one of his favorite activities In retirement—smoking
his pipe. The 95-year-old Catholic war veteran lives at S t Ann's Home/The
Heritage with his wife, Mary.
down the Marine when their fire hit
showing his wound to medical stuhis left thigh. The bullets tore open
dents and other physicians, he added
most of the young Benedict's upper
with a smile.
leg.
"They took pictures of my leg, and
"I had what they said was the
passed them around," he said.
longest and largest wound in the serAfter the war, Benedict trained in
vice," Benedict remembered.
clothing design with an organization
for disabled vets. In fact he spent most
His doctor considered amputating
of his post-war career in the clothingthe leg, but was fearful that once the
design business.
leg was gone Benedict might experience further complications. So they left
"He also worked for a veteran's relief
his leg intact, but Benedict was now a
agency that employed his future wife,
disabled veteran.
Mary H. Benedict, who in 1927 became
"I came back on a hospital ship," he
a caseworker for the agency.

ing an operation. The couple's marriage is the second for both.
Mary, however, didn't recall her
second husband being that interested
in her the first time they met.
"He wouldn't look at me," Mary
joked. "He says he gave me a ride
home once."
At that time, Mary had' just completed public welfare studies at the
College of Notre Dame in Baltimore,
Md. Looking back on that decade,
Mary said during one of her vacations
to Atlantic City, she saw Alfred E.
Smith, Catholic governor of New York,
walking along the boardwalk.
And in this presidential election
year, Robert reflected on Smith's
Democratic presidential candidacy in
1928, the first ever for a Roman Catholic in the United States.
"He got licked — and licked pretty
bad," Benedict remembered of Smith's
landslide defeat to Herbert'Hoover.
Politics, however, didn't interest
Benedict as much as veterans' rights,
for he which he has worked continually most of his life.
"I was involved with helping other
veterans get what they had coming,"
he said.
And now, when he smokes his pipe
and ponders the flag that waves over
his current home, the memory of what
he and his fellow vets accomplished
comes back to Benedict.
"I look at that and I'm so happy,"
Benedict said of the flag.
Then, pausing a moment, he remembered what else it means to sit

throughout the d a y , only t o encounter
the e n e m y once again that afternoon.

said. "In fact, I w a s o n crutches t w o to-three m o n t h s . "

Mary a n d Robert m e t again about 10 i
years through Robert's niece, w h o

a n d w a t c h it.
"A l o t of the f e l l o w s y o u w e r e w i t h

The machine gunners nearly cut

Part of his convalescence was spent

served as Mary's anesthesiologist dur-

didn't come back," he concluded.
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Call 723-8760
Personalized to meet your'needs:
•
•
•
•

C o m p a n i o n s h i p 1 Respite C a r e
Senior sitting
' Transportation
Light C l e a n i n g
Shopping
Meal Prep

Reasonable Rates!
Fully Insured. Bonded

SERVICES ^SENIORS

Men's Hairstyle Specials
$4.00 for shampoo and cut
Senior Citizen Days : '• ^
Every
Monday

1100 Long Pond Rd. Suite 3
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2255 Ridge Rd. E. Culver Ridge Plaza
342-9011
L_
633 Jefferson Rd. • 272-8060
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IF YOU'VE
MADE A WILL,
T H E R E ' S ONE
MORE THING
TO DO."

Considerate people who think to the
future make wills preparing for the inevitable. More and more of these
same people are ^lso taking one more
step. They're prearranging their funerals at Crawford Funeral Home.
This gesture means so much to their
families, for it relieves them of making countless decisions regarding final
tribute.
To learn more about prearranged
funerals, please call us. Our counsel is
always available free of charge and at
no obligation.
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890 Westfall Rd., Suite E
Rochester, NY 14618
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GRECIAN-GARDENS

COMMUNITY

Florida Style Living
For 55 years or older
Top of the line manufactured homes.
Secluded & private. Many floor plans
available. Professionally landscaped,
decks, large lots, lighting. Monthly fee
includes: total lawn care, water, sewer,
property taxes.
A Friendly Atmosphere Offering
• Club House for Community Activities
• Golf League
• Card Club
• Organized Trips
• Much More

SHOWN BY APPOINTMENT

CALL: 494-1424
495 North Winton Road
Rochester, NY 14610
(716) 482-0400
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• Eye Exams and Consultations
• Diabetic & Glaucoma Care
• Cataract & Implant Microsurgery
• Laser Therapy
• Contact Lenses & Eyeglasses
Accepting Blue Choice, Preferrred
Care and most other insurances.

473-6700

7289 LAKE RD. BERGEN, NY 144(6
FUNERAL /HOME INC.

lakes pleasure in a n n o u n c i n g
t l i f association ot
O. Gregory Zazulak, M D

I Mile South of Rt. 33 & 19

Why do your feet hurt?

• Safe, quiet, SPACIOUS 1 & 2 bedroom
apartments with ample parking • Close
to Greece malls, churches, b u s lines
• minutes to expressway • 24 hour
emergency service • Night security
patrols • Storage locker • Laundry
• From $475. heat and hot water included.
Office Hrs; Mon-Fri 8-6 • Sat & Sun 10-3
72 Grecian Garden Dr., across from Long Ridge Mall

UTArthritis
B'Arch problems
BDiabetes
0'Swollen Feet
H^Bunions
0*Sensitive feet
@*Narrow/Wide feet
Come in for a free professional fitting of
Xtra Depth® shoes by P.W. Minor and
find out how good your feet can feel!

Man's Size Rayige 6 to 15/Wldths A to 5E
Women's Size Renge 3to 12/Wldtha 4A to 5 E

225-3510

LOTEMPIO
SHOE STORE

Senior Citizen Discount

Certified Orthopedic Shoe Technician
790 Ridge Rd., Webster«671-8289
(West of 5 Mile Line Rd next ot Bethany Marine World)

DiMINO MANAGEMENTS

Mon-Fri 9-6; Sat 9-5
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