
Columns draw engaging feedback 
By Bishop Matthew H. Clark 

I enjoy doing "Along the Way" for many 
reasons. Among them is the reader reac
tion I receive by mail or in conversation 
during my daily rounds. Whether the reac
tion is in support of something I have writ
ten or takes exception to a point of view I 
have expressed, it is gratifying and stimu
lating when people share their thoughts 
with me. To generate such exchange is cen
tral to my purpose in doing the column. 

All of the reaction helps in one way or 
another. Obviously, letters and comments 
that praise or thank me are encouraging. 
They help motivate me when the last thing 
I feel like doing is to sit down to write. For 
example, someone wrote recently that a 
simple reflection offered on photo albums 
proved to be helpful in her retreat experi-
.ence. Another correspondent noted that 
some of the things I write are helpful to 
him in finding the presence of God in the 
ordinary events and circumstances of daily 
living. Of all the kind remarks I hear, the 
most pleasing is when people say they 
enjoy the column because they feel they 
get to know me better through reading it. 

It will be no surprise to you, I am sure, 
when I tell you that some readers express 
dissatisfaction with some of the things I 

LONG THE WAY 

write. For example, I wrote a column 
recently in which I commented on week
end experiences that led me to reflect on 
growth in the priestly vocation. One 
woman — a friendly, occasional correspon
dent — wrote that she agreed with her 
daughter who observed about that column 
that it went a little overboard on "male 
bonding." I must confess to you that I 
smiled at the comment because, even as I 
wrote the piece, I knew it could be read as 
too male-centered. I think the reader took 
no great offense, but may have been taking 
the occasion to express the view that all 

kinds of people merit recognition for the 
ways in which they build the reign of God. 

Another column that generated a similar 
kind of reaction was about discrimination 
against gay people. One writer, while gen
erally in sympathy with what I wrote, felt 
that 1 had undercut the effort by what he 
judged to be my uncritical acceptance of 
the distinction between a homosexual ori
entation and homosexual acts. 

It is not possible to go into detail about 
these or other letters. I mention them 
because I appreciate themi very much. 
They challenge my thinldiig. They expand 
my horizons. They remind me that human 
experience is often deepened when people 
are willing to speak honestly both about 
their values and their efforts to express 
them consistently. f 

I will be keeping an active file of your 
comments in the weeks ahead. Every now 
and then I will share some of them with 
you and offer my own comments on them. 
I look forward to that kind of exchange 
with you. 

If you are inclined to comment on some 
things I have written or wish to list topics 
about which you would like me to write, 
please drop me a note. I will appreciate the 
kindness very much. 

Peace to all. 

Greece Towne Mall presents 

Suburban Rochester 
Art Group 

local artists display their 
works in varied mediums 

Thursday Sept. 17-
Sunday Sept. 20 

Autumn/Charity Bazaar 
September 24-26 

* Many non-profit organizations 
* Great ideas for early holiday 
* All proceeds go to charity 
* Beautiful home-made items 

* Great variety 

Support your favorite non-profit organization 
Mall Hours: Mon - Sat 10 - 9:30 

Sun 12 - 5:00 
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ST. JUDE'S FESTIVAL 
Friday, Saturday & Sunday S^pr *tgg£ggw September 18th - 19th & 20th ^ ^ j * 

* co— 4100 Lyell Road °«**?**S& 
(In Gates between Elmgrove and Manitou Roads) 

* 

FOOD • FUN • GAMES • PRIZES 

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
FISH FRY ROAST BEEF DINNER LASAGNA 

$6.00 4-8 P.M. $6.00 4-8 P.M. $6.00 1-7 P.M. 
Children Under 12 Half Price! 

RKDKKM This Ad lor \ >ur Choice Of: 
• One free Chi ldren's Dinner, or 

• Three Kiddie Ride Tickets, or 
• SI.00 Oil \n Adult Dinner Kntree 

MUZET, INC. 
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 

Back to School ••• Back to Music 
Rental / Purchase Plar}SLlQj>u}tyour needs 

Over twenty years of service to greater Rochester 
Fire and theft insurance and full two year 

repair warranty at no additional cost. 
Major and minor repairs for students and professionals. 

Large selection of instruction books, training 
.materials and accessories. 

219 W. Commercial Street, East Rochester 
Hours^on. - Thurs. 9:00 - 8:00 Fri. & Sat. 9:00 - 5:00 f 

586-5320 

Catholic Physician's Guild 
and 

St. Thomas More Lawyers Guild 
are sponsoring a Medical Ethics Seminar... 

"AIDS In The 1990V 
Saturday, September 12th—8:15a.m.-2:15p.m. 

St. Mary's Hospital 
89 Genesee Street, Rochester, New York 

—ALL ARE INVITED TO ATTEND— 

Lunch Provided • Free Parking 

Cost is $5 .00 per person 

For Reservations call: (716) 464-3620 
or mail check , Payable to 
Catholic Physician's Guild 

c/o W. Stewart Beecher, MD, 106 Gregory Park Condo, 
Rochester, New York 14620 
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