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Rlch Funke, co-anchorman of Channel 10's ‘Live at Five’ news prograr and

Emwmbunm

for the 6 and 11 p-m. broadcasts, has worked at WHEC ih Ro-

xchutorforwym

~ Sportscaster rellshes
giving back to others

By Mike Latona

Staff writer )

FuII(ﬂ(e()CI-IES‘I‘ER :e As much as Rich
strives to be a regular guy, he

knows that he’ll never blendg‘:n);o a

crowd as long as he lives in Rochester.

“I'll go to 2 Red Wing game and 50
people will come up to me” said
Funke, currently the city’s best-known

er. “But it beats the alterna-
tive: that nobody knows you.”

And if Funke is occasionally over-
whelmed by the attention he receives
when venturing out into the public, it's
not the result of a publicity campaign
to become an icon of the airwaves.

The truth is, Funke is only receiving
the same amount of affection he’

already given out. He simply enjoys .

people, as evidenced by the numerous
guest ap, he makes at various
ity functions each .

“I try to always to the people;
tomkethehme That's just being a
good person,” he shrugged.

For the last several years, Funke has
sported one of the most visible faces in
Rochester. 43 years old,
he's already in his 18th year as sports
director at WHEC TV-10.

- Yet Funke never gets so wrapped in
the glamour of his current profession
“that he ever forgets his humble roots:
his first job consisted of hawking fruits
and vegetables from his father’s road-
.side stand in East P ke, N.Y.

“I grew up in a small town on a
farm. I never thought I'd be in this
position,” said Funke.

A 1971 graduate of Adelphi Uni-
versity on Long Island, Funke began
his local broadcasting career as a news
reporter with two AM stations,
WHAM and WAXC. He was the first

¢ TMJ Pain

Southview Physical Therapy
and Sports Rehabllltauon

SOUTHVIEW PHYSICAL THERAPY

MAKES A DIFFERENCE IN RELIEVING:
¢ Neck & Shoulder Pain

* Low Back Symptoms

« Tendonitis & Bursitis

¢ Knee Problems

WESTFALL PROFESSIONAL PARK
880 Westfall Road, Suite D
Call For Information

person on the scene when the
n nots broke out in 1971.

s career at Channel 10 began
in 1974 and has gone uninterrupted
except for a one-year stint at WIBJ-TV
in Miami, Fla. Citing a preference to
raise his family in Rochester, he retur-
ned to Channel 10 from Miami in 1981.

Never did family matters become
more important for Funke and his wife
of 23 years, Pat, than a recent experi-
ence involving their son, Rich.

In late 1989 Rich was diagnosed
with Hodgkin’s disease, a cancer of the
lymph nodes. For one full year, he
underwent chemotherapy and radi-
ation treatmé¢nts.

During that time,‘ the elder Funke
to seelife in a new way.
“It was ajtough time, no question

about it,” said Funke. “Cancer is a ter-
rible thing. You do a lot more praying
when things get closer to you.

“I've always had a strong faith, but
nbecnmealotdearertomedunng

ex?enence what it was all about.”
Rich’s cancer has since gone into
remission. “Rich became healthy, and I
thought God was the reason why,” his
father stated.

The experience with Rmh, now 22,
was the driving force behind Funke’s
decision to become Catholic last year.

““When my son was sick, the priests
from St. Thomas the Apostle Church
were very good,” said Funke, an Iron-
dequoit resident. “I was Protestant and
had gone to Mass with my wife be-
cause she was Catholic. So I was on the
sidelines but not in the game. I
thou@txtwasaboutﬁmetogetinthe
game.”

The sobering turn of events has led
nicely into Funke’s appointment in
March, 1991, as Channel 10’s news co-

Marian Carracino, PT
Director

27;1-3380

§ S M RTINS RS DI AR
: g

!
b

As he puts the finishing touches on some copy, Funke checks to see how
much time he has left until he goes on the air with his sports report during

the 6 p.m. broadcast.

anchor on its “Live at Five” 5 p.m.
weekday news show. It's the first time
that Funke has ever performed duties
at WHEC not related to sports.

““As I get older, the issues change for
me. When you have a son who|is sick,
the politics of health care become im-
portant,” he observed. “As you

go to college, you become interes ed in
the issue of college tuition rates.” (Rich
attends the State University

17-year-old Melissa is a fres at St.
Bonaventure University.)

“Covering millionaire at
think their problems are the most seri-
ous ones on Earth, becomes a e old
after awhile,” Punke added.

Yet Funke still claims to possess his
basic love for sports, and, in diﬁon

toleeatFwe,heplanson uing
his more familiar role — delivering

11 p.m. weekday newscasts.

Hell also continue to make his cus-
tomary appearances at various scho-
lastic and professional sporting events
throughout the year. It's doubtful,
though, that Funke will ever have an-
other experience quite like the one that
occurred last January in St. Paul, Minn.
“It was Super Bowl Sunday and 1

D Harnia
1521 MONROE AVE.

SAIL AWAY

MID-WINTER SCHOOL BREAK CRUISE

FEBRUARY 14-21

Round Trip, Escorted from Rocheste

Waestern Canbbean ports of cail: Playa De ,
Cozumel, Grand Cay-

_____.\ man, and Ocho Rios.
BookEa ly to take

wanted to go to Mass;” he recalled.
“There’s a very famous cathedral there
(St. Paul’s Cathedral) and it's huge; it

probably seats 3,500 people. When it
came time for the sign of peace, this
couple turned around to shake hands
— and, lo and behold, they turned out

to be parishioners from St. Thomas the -

Apostle who had gotten tickets to the

e.
ga’!'nAnd I was really thankful to see
them,” Funke quipped. “I had walked
to church and it was freezing, and they
gave me a ride back to the hotel.”

Golf tourney to benefit

‘Catholic Family Center
PENFIELD — The Pat Gaffney Golf

Tournament will take place Monday,
Sept. 14, at Penfield Country Club
1784 Jackson Road.

Formerly known as the Catholic Fa-
mily Center Tournament, this benefit
was renamed for Pat Gaffney, who
died suddenly in 1990. Mr. Gaffney
was past president of the Board of
Catholic Charities.

The entry fee of $100 mdudes lunch,
greens fees, cocktail party and awards.

Call 716/546-7220 for details.

271-0100

NASHVILLE

(Escorted From Rochester

OCTOBER 22-26

$699°°muum includes:
Airfare, Ramada inn - (across from|

ryland), Grand Ole Opry, Nash-
vill Palace Dinner & Show,
Opryland, Tour of Hall of Fame &
Ryman Auditorium, Hermitage
Tour, General Jackson Lunch
Cruise, 4 Butfet Breakfasts, taxes,
transfers & baggage handling.

THIS IS EXPECTED YO BE A SELL OUT

GET YOUR RESERVATIONS IN NOW! -

Thursday, September 3, 1992
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