Vocations — inklings to years of growth ‘

By Bishop Metthew H. Clark _

Youdnevergu&ntbythewayhebounded
down the stairs or by his
our dinner conversation, but Father Joe McDon-
nell, beloved pastor-emeritus of St. Michael’s
Parish, Newark, is recovering from a recent
heart attack.

en;oyedthehospltahtyofFatherEd
StanlmdxrmrandﬂmStNﬁdnael’soommunﬂy
on Saturday evening as I presided and preached
attheS:lSeudtaﬁsticlihngy

,andaftetward
joined Joe, Ed, Sister Mary Agnes Trabold and
Father John Roach for a leisurely and pleasant
dinner

We were all delighted that Joe sang his songs
(his favorite on Saturday was “When I Told
Them How Wonderful You Are They Didn't
Believe Me”), told some of his stimulating sto-
ries and, as he always does, contributed so
much to the peace and relaxation of the evening,

Just this moming I sent him my ofa
biography of Archbishop John Ireland, who was
archbishop of St. Paul, a of our
Bishop Bernard McQuaid and a towering figure
in American Catholic life. The sharing of the
biography was triggered by Joe’s enthusiastic
cominent about a recent book that deals with
the relationship between American bishops and
the Vatican in the late-19th and early-20th cen-
turies,

I find so much to admire in Joe and others like
him. At 87 years of age he not only makes a gift
of his experience and wisdom to co-workers and
commumnity, but he continues to explore and
reflect upon human experience through reading,
good friendships and service.

Those qualities in such a person would draw

LONG THE WAY

myadmn'ahonatanyhme,butlamsumthat
my appreciation of Joe was heightened further
by some other and events that were part
of the weekend. I won't go into great detail
about all of them, but in light of the lessons Joe
raised up for me, I think of:

* Deacon Brian Cool, who preached at all of
the Masses this weekend at St. Patricks in
Seneca Falls. Brian was ing about voca-
tions and in the course of his excellent homily,
told the story of the beginnings of his own
attraction to priesthood, describing what his
ordination to —now less than a year
away — means to him. He spoke of others
(Father Mike ( 7 Sister Chris Lloyd) who
had helped him and how he, in his priestly min-
istry, hopes to encourage others as he has been

-Faﬂxerhl';iyeczyslaw ) Zygaldo,
parodualvxcaratStPa s, Seneca Falls. I

presided at their 9 am. Mass on Sunday morn-
ing, Brian preached, Mitch and Father Dave

Gramkee, now pastor of St. Patrick's, concele-
brated. At the end of the liturgy, Mitch, in the

presence of the parish community, signed a doc-
ument that completed a long and prayerful

was a moment of and obvious joy for
Mﬂandforallofuswhbparhapatedmﬂ\e
moment.

'IhelOymmgnmwhocamehoSt. Alphon-
sus, Auburn, on Sunday afternoon to explore,
mﬁlﬁ\ehelpofsomeofwrsenunamnsand
priests, the possibility that they might have
vocations to the priesthood. I had a chance to
share some of my own ce with them

. and to hear some of the questions they hold in
their hearts about I'was much
im by the men who attended and heart-
ened to learn that 18 others expressed strong
interest in the but—fora of
reasons — were unable to/be present Sunday

As [ drove home from Auburn last evening, I

begantoputmgeﬂ\erﬁ\emmsstagesmthe
me:msonedhem:ﬁmt and initial inquiry;
thebegnumgsofpubhgmumnednumstry'pw-
otal moments the way; the events that
help to mold and shape us; and the deep satis-
faction and continued for which one can
legmmatelyhope,mmatherthenumberof

Mythanksto]oe,Bnan,l\ditdn,ﬂxelOyo‘mg
men and to all in Newark, Seneca Falls and
g&l?mnwhoemidledmylifeovaﬂ\eweek-
Peace to all. |
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A new montlily calendar will appear in the Catholic Courier on the last Thursday of each month.

YER REQUEST FOR PRIESTS

WOULD YOU PRAY FOR A PRIEST EACH DAY?
Jollowing prayer was dictated by Our Lord to Sister Josefa Menendez at Poitiers, France, on the
Feast of the Sacred Heart, June 3, 1921, with the instruction: ‘‘Josefa! Repeat these words daily.”’

JESUS PRAYER FOR HIS PRIESTS
O Jesus, by Thy most loving Heart, I im- -
plore Thee to inflame with zeal for Thy Mass
love and glory all the priests of the worid, Rosary
all missionaries and those whose office it Fasting
is to preach Thy word, that on fire with Day Offering
holy zeal, they may snatch souls from the Eucharistic Adoration -
devil and lead them into the shelter of Divine Mercy Chaplet
Thy Heart, where for ever they may
glorify Thee. Or whatever the Lord inspires you
Imprimatur: E. Morrogh Bernard, Vic. Gen. to offer Him.
Westmonasterii, May 5, 1953
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Last year,
over 2,500 people
dlscovered a cure

COIMNINOI] CAreer.

They came to us—Career Development Services. Some

for the

for that first job, others were changmg

n 2 their careers, or oonltemplatmg retirement. And we've
;:l';,ft‘:ns- Richard T. helped lots of area compapies find ways to get the best
from their people.
B ® We can help you, too. Call us at 325-2275 for the most
Ia:vrl';\ h';' John E. comprehensive career planning services in the area.
_
James C. |John
il [ Career Development Services
Your source for career solutions.

Look for next month’s MPRP CALENDAR in the Catholic Courier’s September 24th issue.

Patrick Daniet J. [David L. David J.
g’ullm. O’Brien, SJ |Bonin Faraone
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