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Wor/tf War II vet spends his free time serving others 
Senior instructs 
parish*s acolytes 
By Rob Culltvan 
Staff writer 

ROCHESTER — Arthur M Englert 
possesses many of the same qualities 
as the altar servers he has been train
ing for several years at St. Andrew's 
Parish, 923 Portland Ave. 

like an acolyte waiting at the table 
of the Lord, Englert spends a portion 
of his free time helping others enjoy 
the banquet of life. 

And just as the humble altar servers 
maintain the pacing of Mass by assist
ing the priest, the self-effacing Englert 
keeps the rhythm of many hearts con
stant by attending to their needs. 

The parish's selection of an 83-year-
old man to train children as altar ser
vers says volumes about Englerfs 
character, remarked Father Ronald W. 
Stacy, pastor of St. Andrew's. 

"He s got that kind of upbeat per
sonality that can relate to younger 
people as well as older people," Father 
Stacy observed. "He can joke with you. 
He has no ego trip." 

Indeed, getting Englert to talk about 
his numerous volunteer activities is 
like persuading a magician to reveal 
his secrets. 

"I don't want to be a big hero," Eng
lert told the Catholic Courier as he re
luctantly spoke of his service to the 
church and the community. 

Fortunately for those who do con
sider him a hero, Englert was formally 
recognized in May as the 1992 "Catho
lic Layman of the Year" by the Monroe 
County Catholic War Veterans. Englert 
served as a technical sergeant in the in
fantry during World War U campaigns 
in North Africa and Italy. 

"He's an excellent man, and he 
never refuses anything," commented 
John A. Sdoia, a trustee with the vet
erans' group. "These kind of men are 
very few." 

Sdoia's viewpoint is shared by many 
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Arthur M. Englert (left), a volunteer at St Ann's Home/The Heritage in Rochester, is known for his good sense of 
humor and community service, which earned him the 1992 Catholic Layman award of the Monroe County Catholic 
War Veterans. Anthony C. Antrita (right), also a St Ann's volunteer, cannot resist contributing to the portrait of his 
fellow SL Andrew's Church parishioner. 

of the employees at St. Ann's* 
Home/The Heritage, 1500 Portland 
Ave. Since 1979, Englert has put inj 
more than 1,500 hours of volunteeij 
service at the home, pushing residents' 
wheelchairs, manning bingo games 
and generally making wisecracks to 
amuse all within earshot. 

"All the residents love him," com
mented r Barb Joyce, St. Ann's, coor
dinator of volunteer services. "I've 
called him lots of times at the last 
minute," added Joyce, who termed 
him one of the home's most reliable 
volunteers. 

Marianne Bement, a visiting phlebo
tomy technician, echoed Joyce's re
marks. 

"He's always got a smile, and he's 

always working his tail off," she said. 
Englert credits his love of service to 

his love for God — a love that he has 
developed over the years through such 
activities as weekend retreats. 

"If s so good when you come out of 
a retreat," he said. "To think you can 
accomplish something — to talk to the 
Lord!" 

Along with the faith of his late wife, 
Mary, Englert's devout. Catholicism 
apparently helped to inspire his 
daughter, Elaine, to become a Sister of 
St. Joseph Sister Englert principal of 
St. Theodore's School in Gates, recently 
began a sabbatical in San Antonio, 
Texas, her father said. 

Englert said he and his wife were 

surprised by their daughter's decision 
to pursue a religious vocation. 

"I didn't believe her. She had a good 
job at a bank," he recalled. 

Nonetheless, the Englerts were de
lighted that Elaine wanted to become a 
woman religious. 

"At least I knew where she was go
ing to be — you know, in this day and 
age," he said half-jokingry. 

Despite the religious commitment 
he and his family — including two 
sons — share, Englert quickly points 
out that neither he nor any other 
member of his family is a "religious 
fanatic" 

"We raise hell, and have a couple of 
beers," he asserted with a laugh 
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