USCC official praises Bush choice proposal
WASHINGTON (CNS) —
The U.S. bishops' top education official praised President George Bush's school
choice proposal as "a positive
step in keeping the issue of educational choice for low- and
middle-income parents in the
forefront of the national policy
debate."
Mercy Sister Lourdes Sheehan, U.S. Catholic Conference

in Philadelphia that Catholic
educationfirstprospered.''
Among those attending the
box-lunch gathering was Maria
Tamburrino, a widowed
mother of 12 with children at
West Catholic High and St.
Irenaeus-St Clement schools.
Saying she supported the
Bush proposal, Tamburrino
said her children work extra
hardtostay at their schools.

secretary for education, made
the comment i n a June 29 press

"My children come home,
do their homework, work to

release and urged Congress "to
create a constructive climate
for discussions of this initiative."
The $500 million pilot plan,
called the State and Local GI
Bills for Children, would provide $1,000 annual scholarships to low- and moderateincome students in public, private or religious schools.
"We are convinced that
moving this initiative from the
level of a political policy debate to that of a legislative reality necessitates the development of strong bipartisan
interest and support," Sister
Sheehan said.
"We strongly believe that
the enactment of parental
choice legislation will affirm
the rights of parents, help improve our nation's elementary
and secondary schools and
offer needed educational opportunities to low- and
middle-income children," she
added.
President Bush defended his
proposal during a two-hour
visit at Archbishop Ryan High
School in Northeast Philadelphia in July.
He said the proposal "is not
a question of church and state,
it's a question of family."
At a July 21 luncheon attended by Philadelphia Cardinal
Anthony Bevilacqua and 500
parents, teachers and students,
Bush acknowledged that his
bill faced a high hurdle in
Congress.
"We are moving into a very
political environment in Washington," Bush replied when
a priest asked whether the
program could be approved. "I
don't know whether this Congress is going to take up and
support this legislation or not"
The president attacked the
National Education Association, the country's largest teachers' union, as "not willing to
look at the big picture" in opposing his proposal "The NBA
crowd is fighting any kind of
change. They like it the way it
has been.
"I don't like it the way it has
been," he said. "And I want to
help those public schools get
better and I want to see families have a choice to send die
kidstoschools they want"
The proposal calls for initial
funding of $500 million to use
in selected school districts as a
demonstration project
Cardinal Bevilacqua said
parents, aunts and uncles and
even grandparents" sacrifice
to send 117,000 children
through the axchdiocesan
school system.
"Ifs significant that you
have selected Philadelphia for
tins visit to a Catholic school,"
the cardinal said. "Because it is
Thursday, August 13, 1992

help pay the tuition," she said
"I'm afraid if this doesn't go
through they may not be able
to go to Catholic school."
Rita Schwartz, president of
Local 1776 of the Association of
Catholic School Teachers, was
skeptical about how Bush
could deliver on his proposal
"I like the idea," she said.
"But everything is going to
have to happen on the state
level. It's not going to happen
in Congress. It hasn't happened yet and he's the 'education president'"
Last year, Pennsylvania's
Legislature considered an educational opportunity grant bill
somewhat like Bush's proposal The bill passed in the Senate but was defeated in the
House.
William McCusker, principal
of Archbishop Kennedy High
School in Conshohocken, said
the president's proposal was
"good, but it doesn't go far
enough" as a demonstration
project
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President George Bush opens the plenary session of the education summit at the University
of Virginia in Charlottesville in 1989. The president was recently praised by the U.S. Catholic
Conference for his school-choice proposal.

mmummmiiinmiiimmimmummimujumumg

insnnrre—*

, \

8 FALL 1 9 9 2 COURSE OFFERINGS
ROCHESTER
ASOO*

Intro, to Hebrew Bible
(Premmath)
Sat. 9:00am-12:30pm
A465
Authentic Paul
(Falcone)
Mon. 7:00-9:45pm
B360
American Catholicism
(Miller)
Independent Study
C320*
Contemp. Moral Theol.
(Mich)
Sat. 9:00am-12:30pm
C370
Biomedical Ethics
(Mich)
Mon. 7:00-9:45pm
C431
Eucharist
(Kennedy)
Tues. 2:15-5:00pm
C442
Sacramental Theol.
(Kennedy)
Mon. 7:00-9:45pm
C375
Intro, to Pastoral Counsel.
(Karaban)
Tues. 7KX>-9:45pm
C382
Self-Discernment in Ministry
(Karaban;
Thurs. 2:15-5:00pm
C464
Spiritual Direction w/ Adolescents
and Young Adults
(HM)
Thurs. 7:00-9:45pm
•These courses meet for nine sessions over the Fall and
Spring semesters: 9/12; 10/3, 10/31: 11/21; 12/12; 2/6; 3/6;
4/3 and 5/1

HORSEHEADS
A466

T h e Aquinas Institute has graduated
more t h a n 16,000 young men and women who have
pursued careers of distinction throughout the
country and the world.
Aquinas graduates are not only
prepared to succeed in today's competitive world
— they are ready to excel.

Discover The Aquinas Institute...
and become part of the growing Aquinas family.

THE AQUINAS INSTITUTE

Pauline Llterture (Reid) Wed. 7:00-9:45pm
Limited Tuition Assistance
Registration Dates: Aug. 26 and 27

St. Bernard's Institute
Graduate School of Theology & Ministry
1100 S. Goodman St., Rochester NY 14620-2545
Contact the Registrar for further details:
(716)271-1320x298

OF ROCHESTER
A Tradition of Excellence
1127 Dewey Avenue
Rochester, New York 14613
716/647-2990

•Tn 11 n i M 11 n 1111 n ii • • 111 • • i • • ii • • i n n n nTTr^TT*****************^^
13A

