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Church leaders call for aid, inquiry 
Cardinal calls 
Bosnians' plight 
'gravest scandal' 

V A T I C A N CITY (CNS) — Vatican 
officials and churchmen from the Unit
e d States and England have called for 
m o r e h u m a n i t a r i a n a id to w a r - t o r n 
Bosnia-Herzegovina and an investiga
t ion into a l leged death camps run b y 
Serbians. 

The Vatican secretary of state, Cardi
nal Ange lo Sodano, called the Bosnian 
s i tuat ion "the gravest scandal facing 
humanity." Archbishop John R. Roach, 
cha irman of the International Po l i cy 
Committee of the U.S. Catholic Confer
e n c e , s a i d , "The l i t a n y o f h o r r o r s 
grows longer and more repulsive wi th 
each pass ing day." 

Croat ian Cardinal Franio Kuharic 
told Vatican Radio Aug . 7 that concen
tration camps d o exist i n Bosnia. 

"We h a v e truly terrible accounts of 
h o w p e o p l e are b e i n g treated, about 
massacres that have taken place, about 
tor ture p r a c t i c e d o n p e o p l e , a b o u t 
rapes of w o m e n a n d girls," he said. 

"It i s n e c e s s a r y that in ternat ional 
organizat ions ins is t o n v i s i t ing these 
camps, to see the on-site situation, to 
listen to the imprisoned people," Car
d i n a l K u h a r i c s a i d . H e a d d e d that 
"sanctions are not an effective means" 
for stopping Serbian aggression. 

Cardinal S o d a n o s a i d the Vatican 
w a n t s t h e U . N . C o m m i s s i o n o n 
H u m a n Rights to investigate the exis
tence of the concentration camps. H e 
said Cardinal Kuharic h a d g i v e n the 
Vatican "more than reliable informa
tion" that title camps e x i s t 

"If the information about these con
centration camps i s true, it i s a trou
b l i n g t h i n g , " Cardinal S o d a n o sa id . 
"One never w o u l d have thought that 
in Europe it w o u l d come back to this." 

D u r i n g W o r l d War II, t h e N a z i s 
detained millions of people in concen
trat ion c a m p s . P u r s u i n g a p o l i c y of 
genocide against people of particular 
re l ig ious , ethnic, nat ional a n d racial 
backgrounds — as w e l l as homosexu
als — they murdered an estimated 15 
mil l ion to 16 mil l ion people . Six mil 
l ion of those ki l led w e r e Jewish — a 
t o l l t h a t t o o k n e a r l y t w o - t h i r d s of 
Europe's pre-World War n Jewish p o p 
ulation. 
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Videotape by Britain's Independent Television News network, this photo 
shows Muslim prisoners In a Serbian camp fan northern Bosnia Herzegovina. 

Cardinal S o d a n o s a i d t h e Vat ican 
w o u l d j o i n t h e g r o w i n g n u m b e r of 
nations requesting a UJN. investigation 
into human-r ight s a b u s e s i n Bosn ia -
H e r z e g o v i n a b e c a u s e " t h e y a t t a c k 
h u m a n dignity." 

H e also said Pope John Paul II sup
ports "all the initiatives of the United 
Nat ions a n d European states to put the 
brakes o n this war." 

"I w o u l d say the E u r o p e a n s ta tes 
and the United Nat ions have the duty 
a n d the right to in tervene to d i sarm 
those w h o want to kill," h e said. "This 
is not to encourage war, but to prevent 
it." 

Cardina l Kuhar ic t o l d t h e I ta l ian 
n e w s p a p e r L'Unita A u g . 8 that t h e 
c h u r c h h a s f i r s t h a n d i n f o r m a t i o n 
about the locat ion of the c a m p s a n d 
conditions there. 

"We have collected testimony about 
h o w m e n , w o m e n a n d chi ldren w e r e 
brought to these camps b y force, h o w 
there h a v e been massacres, h o w p e o 
ple are tortured and h o w some y o u n g 
w o m e n have been raped," the Croat
ian cardinal said. 

"We are facing a situation that one 
w o u l d have thought w a s a memory of 
the past , b u t i n s t e a d it 's a dramat ic 
reality today," h e said. 

The Vatican's equivalent of a foreign 
minister, Archbishop Jean-Louis Tau-
ran, told the Italian Catholic n e w s p a 
p e r Awenire t h a t t h e V a t i c a n h a s 
r e c e i v e d in format ion a b o u t h u m a n -
rights abuses from sources other than 

the media and Cardinal Kuharic, "but 
for h o w w e prefer not to publish m e m 
i n order t o protect t h e safety of t h e 
sources/ ' 

H e also said that "the Ho ly See h a s 
never s p o k e n of a mil i tary interven
t ion" to bring peace to Bosnia-Herze
govina. 

"War, a s the p o p e h a s said, a l w a y s 
r e m a i n s "an a d v e n t u r e w i t h o u t 
return,"' h e said. 

T h e b e s t m e a n s for s t o p p i n g t h e 
fighting and "the gross a n d brutal v io
lations of elementary h u m a n rights" i s 
through dialogue and negotiation, said 
the archb i shop , h e a d of the Vatican 
Secretariat of State's Section for Rela
tions w i th States. 

H e cited three "intolerable" occur
rences i n the war: t h e diff iculty a n d 
o f t e n i m p o s s i b i l i t y of b r i n g i n g i n 
humanitarian aid; the forced deporta
t ion of civilians; and "the existence of 
detention camps w i t h inhumane con
ditions." 

"The H o l y See cannot but urge and 
encourage international organizations 
to stop these horrors," h e said. 

In a statement i s sued i n Washington 
Aug. 6, Archbishop Roach said reports 
of the w a r "testify to a n ongoing bar
barism that evokes s o m e of the worst 
memories of World War II." 

"The savagery a n d injustice of the 
w a r i n B o s n i a - H e r z e g o v i n a e v o k e s 
moral revulsion i n all of us ," Archbish
o p Roach said. 

"What is especially revolting is that 
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m a n y of these h o n o r s are neither acci
dents nor aberrations, but are deliber
ately carried out in the name of ''ethnic 
c l eans ing , ' a v i o l e n t effort to create 
e thnica l ly pure areas w h o s e d r i v i n g 
force i s a v i r u l e n t a n d e x p a n s i o n i s t 
nat ional ism that cons iders tolerance, 
respect and h a r m o n y a m o n g diverse 
peoples to be its greatest enemy." 

A l t h o u g h h e s a i d " n o p a r t y i s 
b l a m e l e s s for h u m a n - r i g h t s v i o l a 
t ions ," that s h o u l d n o t ' o b s c u r e the 
central reality of Serbian aggression or 
the need for the international c o m m u 
ni ty t o find effective w a y s to protect 
the innocent" 

In a letter to British Prime Minister 
J o h n Major, C a r d i n a l G e o r g e Bas i l 
H u m e o f W e s t m i n s t e r s a i d p e o p l e 
w e r e look ing for an "early response" 
from politicians to the "horrifying and 
t o t a l l y u n a c c e p t a b l e " s i t u a t i o n i n 
Bosnia. 

"It i s not for m e , as a churchman, to 
def ine w h a t w o u l d b e polit ically a n d 
mil i tar i ly acceptable / b u t p e o p l e are 
l o o k i n g for a n early re sponse w h i c h 
needs to b e effective a n d sustainable in 
br ing ing humanitar ian relief t o t h o s e 
w h o are s u f f e r i n g , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e 
Mus l im community, a n d also a cessa
t i o n of h o s t i l i t i e s , " Card ina l H u m e 
said. 

In N e w York, Rabbi James R u d i n , 
in terre l i g ious affairs d irector of the 
American Jewish Committee, said mat 
for Jews the n e w s of the al leged death 
camps w a s "a shock of recognition." 

The tales of famil ies be ing separat
ed , p e o p l e w i t h the " w r o n g n a m e s " 
be ing incarcerated, a n d the term "eth
n i c c l e a n s i n g , " t h e s i g h t of p e o p l e 
be ing transported i n railroad cars, the 
sight of gaunt prisoners "touches Jews 
at their deepest level," h e said. 

"I've seen the eyes before; I've seen 
the ribs before / ' h e told Catholic N e w s 
Service. "We k n e w immediately" what 
w a s go ing on. 

T h e s i t u a t i o n h a s " e n e r g i z e d t h e 
Jewish communi ty i n a w a y I haven't 
seen" i n a l o n g time. . 

H e n o t e d that the c o m m u n i t y h a s 
r e a c t e d s t r o n g l y a n d s w i f t l y e v e n 
though "this i s not primarily a Jewish 
problem." 

U.S. Jewish leaders have been meet
ing w i t h government officials "to press 
the c a s e that th i s i s unacceptab le in 
1992." 

H e sa id t h e w o r l d typica l ly reacts 
wi th denial to such attrocities. 

*We d o bel ieve the United States has 
a k e y role to play" i n ending the death-
camp activity and reaching a negotiat
ed end to the Balkan war. 
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