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All is vanity exc 
Father Albert Shamon 
Courier columnist 

Sunday Readings: (R3) Luke 
12:13-21; (Rl) Ecclesiastes 1:2; 231-
23; (R2) Colossians 3:1-5,9-11. 

Calvin Coolidge was walking 
with a senator friend across from 
the White House when the politi
cian pointed to the executive man
sion and asked facetiously, ^Won
der who lives there?" 

""Nobody," replied Coolidge. 
"They only come and go." 

Qoheleth put it this way: "Vanity 
of vanities! All things are vanity." 

Vanity means emptiness, refer
ring to what passes as opposed to 
what lasts. The Hebrew word 
denotes anything transitory, such as 
one's frosty breath on a winter 
morning. 

""Vanity of vanities" is the 
superlative degree: it means the 
highest folly, as King of kings 
means the highest king. 

The highest folly is to build one's 
happiness on anything earthly: on 
learning, on wealth, on pleasure. 

For those who are meant to live 
forever, putting hope in things that 
will not last forever is folly indeed. 

That's why our Lord called the 
man in the Gospel, ""You fool!" be
cause he built his whole life on 
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something passing. 
Although the Bible never con

demns riches, it does condemn 
one's attitude toward riches. 

The rich man in the Gospel was a 
fool, because he thought only of 
himself. Five times he used the 
word ""I." He would build more 
barns to hoard and store his wealth, 
not having a single thought about 
helping others. 

The rich man was a fooL because 
he sought his happiness in riches. 
Money can buy a bed, but not sleep; 
books but not brains; food but not 

ept to love 
appetite; finery but not beauty; a 
house but not a home; medicine but 
not health; amusement but not hap
piness; luxuries but not culture. 

The rich man was foolish, 
because he paid so high a price for 
his riches. One night a thief broke 
into a department store and 
changed all the price tags. He 
marked a dress from $93 to $39; 
something marked $2.98, he 
marked up to $29.80. 

The thief is the devil. He has 
changed all the price tags on things 
in this world. He has put a high-
price tag on cheap things: what 
price learning, wealth, pleasure, 
achievement in the sport's world. 
Ballet dancers often spend 10 years 
on the exercise bar before landing a 
spot on the stage. 

Yet life's real things, tine ones that 
really count in the end, are almost 
free. Such small payments: a daily 
rosary, monthly confession and 
Sunday Mass—for heaven. 

Consider the following: Earth gets 
its price for what earth gives usj For a 
cap and bells our lives we pay J Bubbles 
toe buy with a whole soul's tasking;/ 
"Tis Heaven alone that is given away J 
'Tis only God may be had for the ask
ing! 

Finally, the rich man was foolish, 
because he made no provisions for 

i God 
the future: the Hfe beyond this life. 

Kings long ago had fools for 
entertainment. One day a fool so 
delighted his master that he was 
crowned King of Fools. He gave 
him a wooden scepter and said, 
""Sir fool, keep this scepter till you 
meet a fool greater than yourself." 

Years passed and the king lay 
dying. He asked to see his fool for 
the last time to bid him farewell 

""Sir fool, I am going on a long, 
long journey." 

""But, Sire, you will come back." 
""No. No one comes back from 

this journey," the king said. 
""You've made preparations for 

this journey, Sire, so that you will 
be received as a king?" 

""No. I never thought of that, for I 
was too busy." 

""Sire," the fool cried. ""You gave 
me this wand to keep till I met a 
fool greater than myself. You are 
going on a journey from which you 
shall never return and you have 
made no preparations. I played the 
fool in this world, but you have 
fooled away the next Indeed you 
are a greater fool than L" 

Weeping, the jester placed his 
scepter on the king's bed and left 

Yes, vanity of vanities and all is 
vanity except to love God and serve 
Him alone. 

DONT GET LEFT BEHIND 
Year after year, awards judges 

and readers alike know the 
Catholic Courier provides some of 
the best education coverage of 
any weekly newspaper in New 
York state* 

That's why your ad in our 
August 13 Education Section 
will be especially well-read. 

Whether you offer continuing 
education for the mature student 
or school togs for tots, don't miss 
the opportunity to instruct more 
than 70,000 readers about your 
services through an ad in this 
award-winning issue! 
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•1990 - Honorable Mention for Best Regular Special Section • Education Issue (Catholic Press Association) 

*t990 - Third Piece tor Best Use of Color in a Special Sect/on - Education Issue (Catholic Press Association) 

*1989 - Third Place lor Best Coverage of Education (New York Press Association) 

•1988 - First Place for Best Special Section • Education Issue (New York Press Association) 
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Special Education Issue 
Thursday, August 13, 1992 

Deadline: Friday, July 31 
Advertising Rate: *17.35/COI. inch (5 column format) 
To place your advertisement or for more information 

Call: (716) 328-4340 

REAL SHOES. 
REAL COMFORT, 
• LIGHT-WEIGHT • FLEXIBLE 
• HEEL STABLILZERS 
• SOFT, SUPPLE LEATHER UPPERS 
• ARCH SUPPORTS • EXTRA DEPTH® FOR PERSONAL ORTHOTICS 

Available in a full range of colors, sizes, and widths for Men and Women. 

EXTRA DEPTH 
P. W. M 1N 0 R & S 0 N, IN C. 

Custom.Arches Made • Orthopedic Prescriptions Filled 
• Professional Fitting & Personalized Attention 

.VJSA. OPPEDISANO'S BOOTERY 
^ S A Family Tradition m Quality Footwear Since 1924 

12 North Main Street • Honeoye Falls • 624-1707-Mon.-Sat. 9-6; Fri. 9-9 

Super Savings 
On Super Garden 

Tractors! 
Model 1882 
Super Garden Tractor 
• 18 HP 2-Cylinder Kohler 

Magnum Engine. 
• Cast Iron Front Axle. 
• Adjustable Seat. 
• Power Steering. 
• Tilt Steering Wheel. 
• Optional Attachments 

Available. 
*60" Mower Deck 

ust $7561 
$6,000 

Sale 

You Save ^1561 

Similar Savings on Other Models 

John S. Blazey, Inc. 
*Afo Trade-ins 

Sale ends August 7th, 1992 

. . Your Full Service 
rtik/rtrUI-X Dealer for 57 Years 

' 111 Homes St., 
Palmyra, NY 

(315)597-5121 
Power Equipment 
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