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Pope John Paul Il shakes hands
with a well-wisher upon his arrival
at Agostino Gemelil Hospital In
Rome July 12. He has asked the

_church to remember the sick with

an annual celebration Feb. 11, 1992
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Holy Father calls for ‘World Day of the Sick’

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope John Paul
Hhasaskedthatthechurchthrough
out the world remember the sick and
focus on its obligation to care for them
with an annual celebration Feb. 11,
1992, the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes.

“The pope, speaking to the sick at his
weekly general audience May 13, an-
nounced his mstltuuon of the “World
Day of the Si

A papal letter formally establishing
the annual event was released at the
Vatican the same day.

In the letter to Cardinal Fiorenzo
Angelini, president of the Pontifical

Council for Pastoral Assistance to
Health Care Workers, the pope said
the church has always been aware of
“the duty to serve the sick and the suf-
fenngasanmtegralpartofhermxs-
sion.”

The annual celebration, the pope
said, has several aims:

e To make Catholics and the rest of
society sensitive to the need for ensur-
ing the sick receive the best care possi-
ble.

e To help the sick value their suf-
fering “both on the natural and super-
natural levels.”

¢ To involve the diocese, Christian
communities and religious in pﬁstoral

Eye-care program for cily youths enters next phas
ROCHESTER — A

new eye-care
is now available for low-

In March of this year, Rochester
New Futures Initiative, Inc,, 55 St. Paul
St.,, implemented Vision Care for Kids
~— Phase 1. The is designed
for children who couid not otherwise
receive eye care due to the lack of in-
surance or unavailability of vendors
willing to accept Medicaid.

According to Rita Augustine, presi-
dent of Rochester New Futures Initia-
tive, Phase I has dealt with the imme-

ser-
teer

tions and eye wear. All goods
vices have been provided by vol
tions and professionals.

Phase II, which went into effect ear-
lier this month, focuses on continuing
this service on a long-term basis. The
13-person Phase II task force commit-
tee is headed by Catherine Spoto, for-
mer president of the Rochester City
School District Board of Education.

““We have an interim solution. We
need, though, to find the long-term
one and have turned our sights toward
that end,” Spoto said.

Call 716/546-6390 for information.
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They think ‘
theyre covered for
longterm care.

But they're wrong,

It’s an age-old story. A couple
thinks their health insurance plan
provides complete coverage.

Until one of them needs long-term
care services. Suddenly, they’ve
got a big financial problem.
Because neither raditional

health insurance nor Medicare
covers long-term care. ‘

Now, there’s a way they can
protect themselves from the high %
costs of long-term care.

It’s Care Directions®

The flexible plan from Finger
Lakes Long Term Care Insurance
Company. Care Directions covers
virtually any long-term care
services you'll need. From custo-
dial care at home or in an adult
day care center. To care in a
nursing home, if you need it.

Do something now, before
long-term care becomes a prob-
lem to you. Find out more about
Care Directions.

Call 1-800-544-0327.
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care for the sick.

¢ To support volunteer activity.

e To affirm the importance of the
moral and spiritual formation of
health-care workers.

e To help priests, religious and all
those who work with the sick under-
stand even better how important it is
to care for the spiritual needs of the
sick.

The pope said he chose the feast of
Our Lady of Lourdes because the
shrine where Mary appeared in France
is a place that “symbolizes the hope
and the grace” of those who accept
suffering and make it an offering for

salvation.

He prayed for the World Day of the
Sick’s success and for the intercession
of the saints to strengthen the health-
care industry, “an apostolate of love
which our contemporary world needs
so much.”

CRISIS
qa PREGNANCY
CENTER, INC.

* Free Pregnancy Tests & Services

® Emergency Housing/Matemity &
Infant Needs

® Referrals/Adoption Counseling

* Hearing impaired Service
1-800-662-4220-T10D b

® Rape Crisis Help

* Speaker's Bureau

945 E. Henrietta Rd., Rochester

232-2350

Health and
Wellness
Referral

Serwices inc.

“To lift a tired and weary heart, to
change folk's frowns to smiles
again.’’

Our Goal is to perform whatever
services are needed to maintain
senior citizens in their homes, from
shopping to respite care.

Reasonable Raies

382-3260

Isabel Cicero, R.N.; Coordinator
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* Elder Services
¢ Chilgren ang Family Services
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