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Evangelist Tony Alamo meets 
with reporters outside the U.S. 
District Courthouse in Fayettevi-
iie, Ark., June 15 after agreeing to 
pay $5 million as part of a con
sent Judgment The settlement 
ends a 15-year lawsuit brought 
against Alamo and his foundation 
by the Department of Labor. 
Alamo, whose foundation pub
lishes anti-Catholic literature, al
leges that the Vatican plans to 
rule the world. 

Bishops move ahead on pastoral 
By Jerry Filteau 
Catholic News Service 

NOTRE DAME, Ind. — In a June |l8 
straw poll, the U.S. Catholic bishops 
voted to move ahead toward a possi
ble vote this fall on their proposed pas
toral letter on women's concerns. I 

But the meeting clearly showed thjat 
the bishops have a long way to go be
fore they will agree on what to say jar 
how to say it. 

After more than two hours of dis
cussion and debate it remained unre
solved whether the final document 
would be a pastoral letter. j 

Among other possibilities left op^n 
were downgrading the statement to 
the status of a public statement with
out the teaching authority generally 
associated with pastoral letters, or is
suing it as a document of the commit
tee that wrote it. 

Women's ordination again arose as 
major stumbling block — one that has 
plagued the pastoral since the project 
was. started nearly a decade ago. 

"The truly critical or neuralgic issue 
is that of ordination (of women)," said 
Cardinal Joseph L. Bernardin of Chi
cago. 

"I think we really have to address 
that," he said, and "put more empha
sis on why the church holds what it 
does." 

The Vatican has said the church does 
not consider itself able to ordain 
women for a number of reasons, 
among them Christ's example in 
choosing only men as apostles; the un
broken tradition of the church that 
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should be considered "normative,-" 
and the fact that in celebrating the Eu
charist, a priest acts in the person of 
Christ, who was a man. 

Most bishops who spoke about the 
ordination issue addressed it from the 
perspective of wanting the proposed 
pastoral — now in its third major draft 
— to explain the church teaching more 
fully and convincingly. 

Bishop Francis E. George of Yakima, 
Wash., said he was puzzled that "we 
don't speak plainly about the nature of 
ordination." He suggested that the 
failure to spell out why the church or
dains only men makes it seem that 
they are unsure of the teaching. 

But at least two bishops expressed 
opposition to or serious reservations 
about the teaching itself. 

Retired Bishop Charles A. Buswell of 
Pueblo, Colo., declared: "The church is 
guilty of sexism when it denies ordina
tion to half its people because they are 
women." 

He said that although the proposed 
letter is described as a pastoral re
sponse to the concerns of women in 
the church and society, "it seems to be 
a response more to our own concerns 
and the concerns of the Vatican." 

Bishop Raymond A. Lucker of New 
Ulm, Minn., one of several bishops 
who unsuccessfully urged dropping 
the pastoral letter, said that "right 
from the start we had very serious 
difficulties" with writing a pastoral. 

Although the bishops had no prob
lem making suggestions to society 
about its treatment of women, "we 

had difficulty applying Jesus' teach
ings to the daily life of the church it
self," he said. 

Bishop Luker urged dropping the 
pastoral in favor of "a brief positive 
statement" on things the bishops could 
dearly agree on, such as their consen
sus that sexism is sinful. 

"We also need to name what divides 
us," he added, "and especially we 
need an open and honest study on the 
question of the ordination of women." 

The open discussion of the pastoral 
letter took up most of the first after
noon of the bishops' June 18-20 spring 
business meeting, the first meeting of 
the bishops on the campus of the Uni
versity of Notre Dame. 

Earlier in the day that discussion 
narrowly missed being closed to the 
press, as Archbishop William J. Levada 
of Portland, Ore., asked the bishops to 
change the agenda and talk about the 
letter in their executive session instead. 

The pastoral's drafting committee, 
headed by Bishop Joseph L. Imesch of 
Joliet, 111., insisted on wide consulta
tion with Catholic women as a basis 
for drafting the pastoral, and in many 
U.S. dioceses thousands of women met 
to discuss their views of the church 
and women. Rochester's Bishop Ma
tthew H. Clark is a member of that 
committee. 
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GROUP TOURS 
• OLD FORGE: Sept.-3 days 
• FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS: 

December-One Day 
SENIOR CITIZEN 
PASSBOOK FARES 
4-One way 
tickets to 
anywhere in 
the continental United States 
from $578°°p.p. 
FLORIDA • HAWAII • ALASKA 

(716) 889-9090 
3220 Chili Ave.Jean 
Hours: Mon., Wed. n v n , . „ , 
& Fri 9-5, T\jes. & DrOWn 
1 * E & Travel 
APPOINTMENT 
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• CRUISES • WEEKEND SPECIAL 

Do You Need Volunteers for 
Foil or Future Planning? 

Summer Workshop: 
Training Volunteers to 

Become Leaders. 
July 6-9 & 13-16 

1-4p.m. 
Mercy High School 

1437 Blossom Road, Rochester 

Conducted by widely known 
Marshall Boyler, Professor, Monroe 
Community College, and Director, 
Community Partners for Youth, Inc. 

• Professional help wi th organizing 
a program 

• Recruiting, screening, & training 
volunteers 

• Addressing conflicts & problems 
• Recognizing achievements 

For further information or 
registration contact: 

Mercy Center with 
the Aging, 

716-235-8731 
891 Jay Street, 

Rochester, NY 15611-1295 
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USE THE COURIER CLASSIFIEDS TODAY! 

Text-only classified ads cost $10.50 for the first 15 
words, 75 cents per additional word. Boxed ads start 
at $20 per column inch (certain discounts apply). 

To place your ad, Call 716/328-4340 between 
8:30a.m. and 4:30p.m. Monday-Friday. Deadline is 
noon Friday for following issue. 

Or mail the coupon below — 
with appropriate payment — to: 

out of shopping! 

CATHOLIC COURIER CLASSIFIEDS 
1150 Buffalo Rd., Rochester, New York 14624 
Number of weeks ad should run 
Enclosed is my check for $ Fill in boxes with your ad. 1328-4340 
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