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Bishops set to discuss
pastoral, pope’s visit

By Jerry Filteau
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — When the US.
Catholic bishops meet June 18-20 at the
University of Notre Dame, they will
vote on a plan to raise $4.5 million to
pay for the weeklong 1993 World Day
of Youth in Denver, which will feature
a visit by Pope John Paul II.

A major agenda item and likely
source of controversy is a half-day dis-
cussion — but no vote — on the
bishops’ planned pastoral letter on
women’s concerns.

Nine years in the making and now
in its third major draft, the proposed
pastoral has geherated wide debate
but has been unable to resolve critical
issues about women’s concerns that
divide U.S. Catholics. Some bishops
believe no pastoral should be issued.

Meeting under their organizational
titles of the National Conference of
Catholic Bishops and U.S. Catholic
Conference, the bishops are also sche-
duled to:

® Devote a half-day discussion to
Catholic evangelization in the Umted
States.

e Vote on a new Lectionary for
Mass, using the recently revised New
Testament and Psalms translations of
the New American Bible.

e Vote on the method of taxing
dioceses to help pay for NCCB-USCC

activities. i
- ® Decide on national norms for the

designation of national shrines.

e Vote on a resolution promoting
U.S. Catholic partlapatlon in World
Youth Day.

Also on the agenda are reports on
- proselytism, national collections and
plans for U.S. implementation of The
Catechism of the Catholic Church, the

+ universal catechism which the Vatican
has been working on for the past
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several years and is expected to issue
this fall.

The pending pastoral on women'’s
concerns is tentatively slated to take
up most of one session. Under current
plans, it will be the bishops’ last
chance as a group to discuss the let-
ter's ideas, direction and tone in a
more general way before it is presen-
ted to them this fall for formal debate,
amendment and vote.

Another session is tentatively set
aside just for a discussion of evangeli-
zation in the United States. This has
increasingly emerged in recent years
as a top church priority, not only at the
national level but at diocesan and par-
ish levels as well.

The bishops plan to meet June 20
only in what they call “executive ses-
sion,” a closed-door meeting from
which reporters and most staff are ex-
cluded. But the final press conference
of the meeting is scheduled to take
place late that afternoon, after the exe-
cutive session is over.

The $4.5 million proposal that the -

bishops will be asked to adopt to pay
for World Day of Youth events next
year consists of three elements: $1 mil-

" lion to be raised by a special one-time

tax on dioceses, amounting to about
1.78 cents per Catholic; $1.5 million to
be raised from “outside donors” such
as Catholic organizations, foundations
or philanthropists; and $2 million from
the NCCB-USCC undesignated fund
balance, a general reserve of cash and
investments that was worth $21 mil-
lion at the end of 1991.

The length of Pope John Paul II's

_participation in World Day of Youth
activities has not been finalized, but in -

past observances he has taken part in
events on the last two days of the
meeting.

The proposed new Lectionary for

Mass uses new Bible translations that-
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along with a decision last fall to a
prove the New Revised Standard Ver-
sion of the Bible for liturgical use — in
a long-range process of updating U.S.
Catholic lectionaries to co: nd to
Rome’s 1981 revised edition of the Lec-
tionary.

If the New ican Bible Lection-
ary is approved by the bishops and by
the Holy See, the stage will be set for
implementing | Rome’s 1981 revisions
with the simultaneous issuance of two
revised lectionaries in E

A month before the NCCB-USCC
meeting, the of Notre Dame as the
.gathering site ffor the nation’s bishops
provoked controversy.
At least

top prelates — Car-

dinals Bernard F. Law of Boston and
John J. O’Connor of New York — ob-
jected strenuously to the university's
decision to bestow this year’s presti-
gious Laetare Medal on Sen. Daniel
Patrick Moynihan. The New York
Democrat is noted for his innovative
leadership in promoting the welfare of
America’s poor, but he is also anath-
ema to pro-life forces because of his
support for liberal public policies on
abortion.

Archbishop Daniel E. Pilarczyk of
Cincinnati, NCCB-USCC president,
said May 15 that the bishops’ meeting
was scheduled long before the uni-
versity made the “‘egregious error’ of
honoring Moynihan. He said the meet-
ing would go ahead as planned, but it
should not be construed as approval
by the blshops of Notre Dame’s action.
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The funeral Directors listed herein offer pre-need and at-need services and counseling in accordance with the Catholic faith.
GATES GREECE
Alvah Halloran & Son, Inc. DiPonzio Funeral Arndt Funeral Home Vay-Schleich and Meeson
Funeral Home Home, Inc. ‘ 18 Long Pond Rd. Funeral Home Inc.
H. Daniel Halloran (Across from St. (south of Maiden Lane) “Greece’s Largest and Most
2125 Chili Avenue Theodore’s Church) Parking for over 100 cars Complete Facilities”
. el Rochester, N.Y. 14606 Ronald John Arndt 1075 Long Pund Rd.
» (716) 247-7590 L 429-6700 (716) 225-6350 716) 663.2100
Why do your feet hurt? :
o Arthriti o Arch problems IRONDEQUOIT ==  ROCHESTER
o Diabetes Hammer toes Schauman-Sulewski Michael R. Yackiw Crawford Funeral Lucey Funeral
& Bunions o Sensitive feet Funeral Home Inc. Funeral Home Home, Inc. 301 W. %gi I\l'lig'mr NY.
E( . Edwin Sulewski “Qur Family Serving Your Family"’ : 924_5‘730 *
W Narrow/Wide feet 2100 St. Paul Street 1270 Norton Street Located at 495 N. Winton Rd.
Come [in for a free p\rx?fessxonal ﬁtctixrfxlg g{ Xtra Rochester, N.Y, 14621 Rzzc"li?)tewgmn (Between Atlantic & Humboldt) 230394 (2:‘_1:;;; :d
Depth® shoes by P.W. Mi ind out AT 2
hgst gooé s?o:r fyeet can fei:ll!or " ° (716) 342-3400 (716) 482-0400 Michael W. Lucey Lic. Mgr.
Men’s Size Range 6 to 15/Widths A to S5E
Women’s Size Range 3 to 12/Widths 4A to SE MONUMENTS
Rochester’s Finest Orthopedic Shoe Store .
Centitied Orthopedic Shoe Technician 2301 D.ewey Avenue Since 1856
790 Ridge Rd., Websters671-8289 Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 865-6746 _ ;
(West of 5 Mile Line Rd.. next to Bethany Marine World) . ]
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