
Church offers taste of the past 
By Lee Strong 
Staff writer 

MUMFORD — Visitors to the 
Genesee Country Museum can see a 
bit of Rochester diocesan history. 

St. Feehan's Church, which served 
Catholics in the Chili area for more 
than a century, still stands as part of 
the museum's many features. The old 
edifice is still used to celebrate Masses 
each year. 

The building was constructed by 
Irish immigrants, who settled in Chili 
in the mid 1800s, to end weekly trips 
into Rochester for Sunday Mass. At 
first, they arranged for a priest to 
travel to Chili by train to celebrate 
Mass at homes. 

Patrick Golden, an Irish native, was 
among the people who opened their 
homes for Mass. His 13 children in­
cluded Father Walter Golden, who was 
born aboard a ship while his family 
crossed the Atlantic Ocean. 

As their numbers continued to grow 
— and at the urging of the priests who 
came to celebrate Mass — the people 
decided to build a church. Construc­
tion began in 1854 after Patrick Golden 
donated land near the railroad that the 
priests used to reach Chili Because of 
the land's dampness, the edifice be­
came known as the "swamp church." 
The building was later moved to 
higher ground on Chestnut Ridge. 

The church was officially named St. 
Feehan's — a saint to whom Golden 
had devotion because it was his 
father's name. Golden also claimed 
that it was the name of his parish in 
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Ireland. 
St Feehan's — or St. Feehan's, as it 

was sometimes called — continued for 
a century as a mission parish. 

According to the parish's centennial 
history, it "was separated from (St. 
Vincent de Paul Parish in )Churchville, 
and given the task of standing on its 
own legs" in 1954. The history notes 
that Father Donald Murphy, associate 
pastor at St. Vincent de Paul's, was 
named pastor. 

Father Murphy, however, was also 
charged with laying the groundwork 
for a new parish, St. Pius X, which was 
formed in 1955 on Chili Avenue. 

As St Pius X Parish grew and a par­
ish church was completed, St. Feehan's 
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One of Wayne County's Finest 
Restaurants & Party Houses. 

COUNTRY HOUSE RESTAURANT 
Cinelli's Country House Restaurant is a really special place! Fine service, great view, wonder­
ful food, and a marvelous menu are just the beginning. 

A big, beautiful California-coast-style solarian dining room with real wood arches and glass 
commands an unparalleled panorama of blossoming orchards, farms, old woods, and Lake 
Ontario. 

In addition to our extensive lunch and dinner menus, you may also choose from between 10 
and 12 daily specials. Sunday Specials from our country oven include Roast Leg of Montana 
Lamb. Fresh Roast Pork and Fresh Roast Turkey served with country dressing and pan gravies. 

For your reception, banquet or dinner for two to be truly special, choose a really special 
place. There's no better choice than Cinelli's! 

Open year-round, serving lunches Tues.-Fri. from ^.onwto 
11:30 a.m.; dinners Tues.-Sat. from 5p.m.; Sun. 12.30-
8p.m. Closed Mon. Reservations are recommended 

A BIG CITY MENU AT COUNTRY PRICES I « S E Z T " X Jl \ » 1 *"«-
6007 Lake Rd., Sodus, NY T ^ L * "Y"*21 *) ^ (315) 483-9154 
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SHRINES 
and 

STATUES 
Many s t a t u e s in s tock including The 
B les sed Mothe r , Chris t , Sac red Hear t , 
S t . J u d e , S t . F ranc i s , S t J o s e p h , S t . An­
thony a n d Infan t of P r a g u e . 

(Statues of other saints may be special ordered) 
ANNUALS • HANGING BASKETS 
PERENNIALS • GERANIUMS r 
LARGE DISPLAY OF URNS AND OTHER 
CONCRETE AND WOODEN ORNAMENTS 

HILLTOP MAR 
1506 EMPIRE BLVD., WEBSTER, NY 14580 

(716) 671-1967 

Church was no longer needed for li­
turgies. After the pews were removed, 
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The priest saved the stained-glass 
windows, whiclt will be reinstalled in 
the museum church this summer. One 
of the windows — in memory of the 
Golden family - - is already on display 
at the church. 

By the late 1960s, St. Feehan's was 
no longer being used for classes, 

(Above) Father Donald Murphy was named paste 
Father Murphy, who retired as pastor of St Pius X 
han's each year on the Sunday following Mother 
stained-glass windows — including this one in rrt 
being reinstalled this summer. 

Enjoy Cool Breezes 
Hospitality on the 

i-

and Warni 
Keuka Maid 

Lunch Dinner Sunday Branch 
500 Passenger Dinner Boat featuring 
•it 2 enclosed climate-controlled decks 
ft Open top deck 
•fr 2 bar and lounge areas 
•fr Handicap access ible (1st deck) 
Perfect for Bus iness Functions, 
Senior, School at Church Groups. 
Special All Day Cruises 

ft 1st Monday of each month 

PLUS, Reunions, Receptions, Weddings ec Parties 

Open through October 

Call for reservations 

(607) 569-BOAT 
(2628) 

(607) 569 -3631 
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NOW is the perfect time to take a leisurely 

drive to the Conesus Inn. As always, you'll 
find! the same spectacular Prime Rib, Alaskan 

King Crab Legs and Australian Lobster Tail that 
you've come to expect and enjoy. Hie beautiful 

surroundings and atmosphere make it 
an ideal spot for your summer dining. 

THE CONESUS INN 
"For the Prime of your life" 
2170 East Lake Rd. 
(on Beautiful Conesus Lake) 
716*346-6100 
Dinners served nightly 
except Monday. Special attention 
given to banquets and parties. 
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