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Jesus promises to be with his followers always

“I'm finally starting to understand
why everything happened,” Peter
said. Except for Judas, all of the
apostles were with Jesus on the
Mount of Olives. “Before I met you,
Lord, I was just a simple fisherman.”

Jesus chuckled. “And now,
Peter?”’ )

Peter smiled. “With you here
again, 1 want to tell people every-
where that you are the Messiah.”

“When people see Jesus preach-
ing, they will finally believe in him,”
Thornas agreed sheepishly.

“There’s a big job to be done,”
Jesus said. “And I know that I can
trust_you who have been with me
from the very beginning to accom-
plish it until I come back.”

Everyone was silent for a few
minutes. Finally, Matthew asked,
“You're leaving, Lord? To lose you a
second time would be more-than any
of us could bear.”

“It would be impossible to go on
without you here with us,” Andrew
said.

“Lord, if the new kingdom you
promised is beginning,” Peter add-
ed, ““why are you going away?”

Jesus waited patiently until each
of them had voiced their worries. Fi-
nally he said, “I am going back to
my Father so that I can be with all of
my followers at the same time. Do
you remember what I told you about
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God promises through Old Testa-
ment prophets to send his Son, Jesus,
Savior of the world.
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sending you a special helper?”

“You promised that this helper
would remind us of everything you
taught us,”John replied.

“Yes,” Jesus nodded. “After I go,
the Spirit will come to guide you in
all that I am asking you to do. The
Spirit is my special gift and is how I
will still be here with you.”

Peter was still downcast. “But we
won’t be able to see you anymore
like this — face to face.”

“No, but every time you pray to
me, you'll hear my answers in your
heart " Jesus said gently.

““Besides, Peter,” Andrew added,
“if Jesus doesn’t go, how can he be
with everyone at the same time?
He'll be with us while we're fishing
and he can be with Matthew and the
others wherever they are, too.”

“Now you're getting the idea,”
Jesus said. ““This is not the end, but
the beginning of the new kingdom.”
Don’t forget to tell everyone how
much I love them.”
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John the Bapfist prepares
people for the coming of

Jesus blessed and hugged his
apostles before he said, “Someday I
will return to take you back with me
to a special place.”

The apostles could hardly believe
their eyes when Jesus started to
slowly rise from the ground. His
body was so radiant that it was as if
they were looking directly into the
sun. They covered their eyes and put
their faces to the ground. When they
finally looked up again, Jesus was
gone.

“Why are you standing there?” a
man with a white robe asked. ““Jesus
will return, just as he promised. Go
now and be his witnesses.”

Nobody said a single word along
the road until they reached Jeru-
salem. “I'm still not sure what Jesus
meant about this Spirit who is com-

- ing to help us,” Thomas said to the

others. “Do you think we’ll get a
knock on the door or what?”’

Peter grinned. “I'm sure we’ll find

out very soon.”
Read More About It: Book of
Acts, Chapter 1:1-11.
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1. What did Peter and the
others finally understand about
Jesus? -

2. Do we receive the gifi of
the Spirit to help us today?
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Jesus trusted his apostles with the work of the new kingdom. Some disci-
ples also reported Jesus’ words so that people would know how to live as his
followers until he returned. Use the clues listed below from the four Gospels
to fill in the crossword of Jesus’ teachings. Answers on page 6.

ACROSS

1. ———— your enemies. Do good to

those who hate you.” (Luke 6:27)
2. “Don’t other people.”

(Matthew 7:1)

3. “Pray for against
temptation.” (Luke 22:40)

4. “Those who work to bring ——
are happy.” (Matthew 5:9)

5. “Don’t about food and
clothes.” (Luke 12:22)

6. “Don’t be too ——— with worldly

things.” (Luke 21:34)
7.“Be a

(Matthew 5:16)

for other people.”
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3. “Your giving should be done in
" (Matthew 6:4) '

4. “’———— for those who are cruel to
you.” (Luke 6:28) .

8~ others for the things
they do wrong.” (Matthew 6:14)
your hearts and

hvoa" (Matthew 4:17)
10. “Produce much fruit and ———
that you are my followers.” (John 15:8)
11. “Guard against all kinds of
— " (Luke 12:15) 4
12, “Make yourself and
you will be made great.” (Luke 14:11)

 THE BISHOP DeSales Regional
AQUINAS INSTITUTE . KEARNEY High School
A Tradition of Excellence H/'&’stfc:'t?o?"- In our 80th year of I;O‘ﬂdmg quality
Catholic Education ¥,
(716) 254-2020 For Life.” auns in the Finger Laxes - (G5
1127 Dewey Ave., Rochester 14613 125 3&2{3220& 14617 % 315-73&-31116."“"

by the U.S. . of Education
1800 S. Clinigg . Roch. 14618
(716) 73-

" Edutiting Today's Young
Women for Tomorrow’s World
Our Lady of Mercy H.S.

1437 Blossom Rd., Roch. 14610
. 288-7120

20

Catholic Courier

EP 3




