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Agency offers plan to assist LA. riot victims 
ByTodTamberg 
Catholic News Service 

LOS ANGELES — With the fire-
ravaged ruins of South Central Los 
Angeles still smoldering, archdiocesan 
Catholic Charities pledged to direct 
''OUT efforts, our revenues and staff' 
toward the victims of the violence. 

Monsignor R. David Cousineau, 
executive director of Catholic Chari
ties, outlined a plan expected to cost 
more than $1 million to meet both the 
immediate and long-term physical and 
psychological needs of victims. 

The plan includes food and trans
portation for frail, homebound elderly 
people, limited financial help for those 
left jobless by the riots, free transporta
tion to grocery stores and clinics, crisis 
counseling services, food collection 
and distribution, and community for
ums on family values and community 
pride. 

In a May 1 interview with The Tid
ings, Los Angeles archdiocesan news

paper, Monsignor Cousineau said the 
time had passed for addressing the 
city's problems with words alone. 

"Lef s take our collars off, let's take 
our veils off, lef s take our titles off 
and say what we are going to do," he 
said. "We need honest-to-God deep 
dialogue on the issues of pain in our 
community, not so much about the is
sues of whafs beautiful in the future. 
Where is the pain and what can we do 
about it?" 

Monsignor Cousineau said concrete 
steps — not more conferences — must 
be taken to ensure that fair pricing 
practices, equitable food distribution 
and better access to health care are 
available to people in areas affected by 
the riots. 

The riof s ferocity "shows how fra
gile the crust of our community really 
is," he said. j 

Describing the Catholic Charities as
sistance plan, Monsignor j Cousineau 
said a matter "of particular concern" is 
aid to the frail homebound elderly 

Bishop 
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The bishop drove with his secretary 
over a dangerous road to Split in Croa
tia, and was able to reach Italy by boat. 
He said he planned to return to 
western Herzegovina May 16, but was 
uncertain when he would be able to re
enter Mostar. 

Bishop Zanic said that he was once 
optimistic about independence for 
Bosnia-Herzegovina and the ability of 
its ethnic groups to live in peace. 

"Now, with all these people killed, I 
don't know when that will happen," he 
said. The population of Mostar is about 
one-third Croatian, one-third Muslim 

and one-third Serbian. 
The bishop said he thought many 

lives were lost in the republic because 
Western European countries did not in
tervene decisively against the forces of 
Serbian militias and the federal army. 

A similar complaint was lodged by 
Cardinal Franjo Kuharic of Zagreb, 
president of the Yugoslavian bishops' 
conference. He said the European 
community had failed to adequately 
distinguish between the "pitiless ag
gressor" and the victims in the fighting 
over the breakup of Yugoslavia. 

Among the victims, he said, were the 
hundreds of thousands of residents in 
Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina who 
have had to flee their homes under at
tack by Serbian and Yugoslavian army 
forces. 
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"with their in-home needs for food 
and transportation." Cardinal Roger 
M. Mahony of Los Angeles said May 4 
that more than 500 such people 
already had been identified. 

Monsignor Cousineau also said 
Catholic Charities Psychological Ser
vices Office would immediately begin 
providing "crisis intervention services 
for local schoolchildren and other 
community members suffering severe 
trauma as a direct result of this major 
disaster over the last three days in Los 
Angeles." 

He put out a call "for community 
help in locating qualified mental 
health professionals ... who are willing 
to donate their time" to the counseling 
effort 

Looted and burned grocery stores in 
several areas of South Central Los An
geles have left many people with no 
place to get food, he said. In collabora
tion with the St. Vincent de Paul So
ciety and the Red Cross, Catholic Char
ities community centers will provide 
"bulk food supplies to established 
volunteer-operated distribution pro
grams" to help ease the food shortage, 
he added. 

Programs focusing on "the promo
tion of family values, family preser
vation, independent living for the eld
erly and nurturing the development of 
community pride and good citizenship 
among youth" will be conducted 
through the agency's existing com
munity sites, he said. 

I Love My Job 
Because My Job Is Love. 

"// / didn't need to earn a living, I'd work here for nothing. 
LM Hills, Housekeeping Stall 

1 know it sounds incredible to say I'd work 
without pay...but our residents are like family. The 
things I do for them—just like my own family—I 
get repaid in other ways. 

"And to tell the truth, 1 do a lot of things that 
really aren't in my job description. I try to remember 
their special needs — their likes and dislikes. For 
instance, did you know mere are at least 23 different 
ways to make a bed? 1 take time to talk, even though 
it makes me late finishing my rounds. I hang 
birdfeeders and even pull weeds. I do whatever I can 
to keep my folks comfortable and happy. 

"Even when I'm on vacation I'm thinking about 
• them — can't wait to get back. And they're glad to 
see me, too! That's what really keeps me going. I live 
through things with them, the bad as well as the 
good. They love me, I know they do. When illness or 
sorrow strikes, some ask for me before anyone else 
'I want Lu,' they say. Makes me feel 10 feet tall. No 
paycheck does that!" 

Spend your golden years with people who 
truly care. 

Located on 200 beautiful acres at the National 
Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows, the Apartment 
Gommunity offers: 

Daily Mass 
Three Meals Per Day 
Apartment/Grounds 

Maintenance 
Maid Service 
Health/Nursing 

Services 
Scheduled 

Transportation 
...plus the 
guarantee of 
continuing 
care. 

Please send me information on the Apartment, 
Community ot Our Lady of the Snows. . 

Name 

Address 

City 

Stafe _ Zip 

Telephone ( j 

Mail to: Membership Department 
Apartment Community of 

Our Lady of the Snows 
9500 West Highway 15 
Belleville, Illinois'62223 
(618)397-6700 
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