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e ho ility encountered by many U.S. men seeking to become priests.

—ATHOLI
URIER

DI OCESETE ! ROCHESTER, g
Vol. 1’93:’No. 32 Thursday, May 14, 1992 75¢ 28 pages/2 sections

using on the challenges that face men considering
priesthood, Father John H. Hayes recalled one father’s
reaction th his son’s plan to become a Franciscan

priest.

s of this‘moment, bou are no longer part of our family,” the

fé 't 1 fhis son.
Fo cHan fely, few parents react so negatively to their sons’ pries-
ntiens, emphasized Father Hayes, parochial vicar of the
¥2Painted Post Catholic Community.
, most seminarians come from deyout and supportive fa-
 noted gj‘e priest, who co-directs a program for Southern-
zmen who are attempting to ‘discern vocations to the

e _eless, Father Hayes tale of the disinherited seminarian
# -"j"’? Hically highlights the atmosphere of indifference and even

%lgenfbers of modern society — and, indeed, even members of

e coptemporary Catholic church — often subtly or overtly dis-
sourage vocations to the priesthood, noted Father Thomas J. Valen-
é??c)pj\datthew H. Clark’s assistant for vocations..

Many factors affect
rmaﬂon of pnesfs

lpften finds that he’s swimming against the tide.”
S peers pursue corporate careers,materialistic ambitions,
dkgleasures and a host of other rewards the world offers, a
@ith a potential vocation may ask himself: “Am I the only one
angﬂus call to the priesthood?,” Father Valenti add

esire to prove their
a pull to marry and

he the myriad lay ministries that have opened in the church
ican I
(N , oot of many men’s reluctance to express interest in the

p;xes 0od is a fear of standing out among their peers as conspi-
cub”‘usly pious, Father Hayes said. :

““They re afraid of looking like a hqu rolIer,”’ he observed.

ape John Paul II discussed several ofithese obstacles in his leng-
' Continued on page 18
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