
All must stand against racism, violence 
"There is an immense task incumbent on all 

people of good will, namely, the task of restoring 
the relations of the human family in truth, in 
justice, in love and in freedom ... This is a most 
exalted task, for it is the task of bringing about 
true peace in the order established by God." 

— John XXIII 

By Bishop Matthew H. Clark 

These words of Dear Pope John XXIII — 
written 29 years ago in his encyclical letter 
Peace on Earth -*- describe a task no less ur­
gent today than it was in 1963. 

Our See city, like many other urban areas 
around the country, was shocked last week 
by the violent aftermath of the verdict in the 
Rodney King case. The frustration that 
sparks such outbursts is understandable gi­
ven the graphic videotape that most people 
found so appalling and a verdict that seems 
incomprehensible to so many, including me. 

And yet the violence that followed the 
verdict cannot be justified. Rather than heal 
wounds, such activity only causes new ones 
and extends the tide of violence in which it 
seems we can so easily be trapped. 

I certainly do not know the answer to all 
of the problems that contribute to such a 
vicious phenomenon in our society. What I 
do know is that all of us in the Catholic 
community need to stand together in total 
opposition to violence and racism. Both are 
sins against the God of life. 

They^ssault the spirit of their victims and 
harden the hearts of those who cause such 

LONG THE WAY 

damage. And because they breed fear and 
bitterness, they diminish our capacity to 
build a human family bound together in 
truth, justice and love. 

Our National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops put it this way, "Racism is a radical 
sin: a sin that divides the human family, 
blots out the image of God among specific 
members of that family and violates the 
fundamental dignity of those called to be 
children of the same father" (Brothers and 
Sisters to Us, 1979). 

Brothers and Sisters to Us acknowledged 
that the evil of racism is not something ab­
stract, nor is it an evil existing only among 
those who publicly and explicitly ferment 
hatred toward racial or ethnic minorities. 
Rather, the document states, "Racism is 

an evil which endures in our society and in 
our Church." 

But the bishops recognized that it is not 
enough simply to name the sin. We also 
called the community to action in these 
words: "The Church cannot remain silent 
about racial injustice in society or in its own 
structure. Each of us Catholics must ac­
knowledge that we have been subject to ir­
rational fears and attitudes Susceptible to in­
justice. Many of us show profound adher­
ence to the Gospel while remaining in­
different or closing our eyes to the racism it 
condemns. But past mistakes must not 
hinder the Church's response to the chal­
lenge of the present. The church today is not 
just European and American, it is also Afri­
can, Asian, Indian and Oceanic." 

To signal the commitment of our Catholic 
community to racial harmony and non­
violent solutions to our problems, I am con­
vening a diocesan Task Force on Societal In­
justice to address the underlying issues of 
racism, poverty and urban neglect. 

This group will include members of our 
urban and social ministry staffs, parish min­
isters and others with relevant expertise. It 
will explore ways in which our parishes and 
agencies can work together with other chur­
ches and organizations toward one com­
munity with peace and justice for all. 

I ask you please to support this effort in 
your prayers and by a renewal of your per­
sonal commitment to non-violence and ra­
cial harmony. 

Peace to all. 

REMEMBER 
MOTHER WITH A 

GIFT OF LIFESTYLE. 
Experience the gift of a lifestyle that includes 

the convenience of housekeeping, 
the comfort of a 24-hour staff, 

elegant dining service, 
the privacy of your own apartment, 

the security of personal care 
and the warmth of home. 

Call today. 
461-1880 

Discover the gift of a Gables lifestyle. 

£r\T RRTRHTf AT BRIGHTON 

2001 South Clinton Avenue, Rochester, NY 14618 
Rochester's Premier Luxury 

Rental Retirement Community 

! A . „ t r a , 
• A dream shoe at a dream price! You're invited 
• to find out how a pair of Xtra Depth® shoes 
I can make your feet feel better than they've 

I ever felt before. And save money at the same 
time. It's like a dream come true. 

I Bring this ad with you and 

I GET $10 OFF 
| ^ > on any pair of -Wv*e*^ 

I OPPEDISANO'S BOOTERY 
^^A Family Tradition In Quality Footwear Since 1924 

• "^12 North Main Street • Honeoye Falls 

I3 E 6 2 4 - 1 7 0 7 Mon.-Sat. 9-6; Fri. 9-9| 
Offer good during our Special Footwear Showing. 

• May 1st-May 30th | 
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Home • Car • Life 
Business • Health 

Carl J. Adams 
Insurance Agency 
4292 Lake Ave. 
Rochester, NY 14612 —^® 
7 1 6 - 6 6 3 - 1 8 1 0 INSURANCE 
Nationwide Mmml Insunace Company and Affffiaacd Companies • Home 

Office: One Nationwide Plaza, Cobanboa, OH 43216 
Nationwide^ i i a registered Metal service naufc of 

Nationwide Mutual Inmnace Coaapaoy. 

Free Educational Seminar 
UNDERSTANDING 
LIVING TRVSTS 

Featured Speaker: Norman J. Baratt, Attorney at Law 
Some of the topics to be covered: 
• why wills are no longer the best way 
• (dangers and pitfalls of joint ownership 
• advai tf ages of estate-planned living trusts 
• health care decisions in New York State 
• what durable "powers of attorney" accomplish 
• disability and the trauma of "living" probate 
• eliminating or minimizing income & estate taxes 
• money saved by avoiding "death" prot?ate 
• controlling assets while sick and after death 
• the proper way to fund a "living" trust 
• settling estates in hours instead of years 
Where: Station House Room. Depot Restaurant 

41 North Main St.. Pittsford 
When: Six Choices - 9-11am, 2-4pm or 7-9pm 

Tues., May 19, or Wed., May 20 
Attendance Limited. Call 383-5055 for reservations. 
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