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Life as Congressional
page suits McQ junior
By Mike Latona
Staff writer

PITTSFORD — When you talk about
cities that hold significant educational
value, Washington, D.C. has to be near
the top of the list.
And Sean Bielat is getting an education in our nation's capital that very
few 16-year-olds can ever hope to
receive.
Bielat, a junior at McQuaid Jesuit
High School, 1800 Clinton Ave. S., is
currently on a four-month tour of duty
in Washington as a Congressional
page. Sponsored by Rep. Louise
Slaughter, D-30th District, Bielat is one
of only 66 people from across the country to have been accorded this honor.
"Being in Washington, you learn a
lot about everything. It's like college,
but you have more curfews," said Bielat in an interview from his Pittsford
home, where he was visiting family
over Easter.
A parishioner at Church of the
v Transfiguration in Pittsford, he earned
\ his page nomination based on several
essays he wrote after responding to a
letter circulated by Rep. Slaughter's office to Rochester-area high schools.
Bielat arrived in Washington in late
January and is scheduled to stay until

early June.
Most days on Capitol Hill are
crammed with activities for Bielat. He
begins classes at the House of Representatives Page School every weekday at 6:45 a.m. His courses include
physics, American literature, American
history and pre-calculus.
He arrives at the Capitol at 10 ajn.
to begin his Democratic page duties,
which usually last until about 5 p.m.
but sometimes go as late as midnight
depending on how long Congress remains in session.
Bielat is a "runner," hand-delivering
documents and letters from building
to building, this can amount to a lot of
walking: there are three House office
buildings, three Senate office buildings
and two House annex buildings located near the Capitol.
According to Bielat, each trip is at
least a half-mile and he goes on an
average of five or six runs per day.
Although he doesn't get to directly
deliver the packages to members of
Congress or Senate — they're passed
off to other interns — the McQuaid Jesuit student does have the opportunity
to witness a great deal of high-level
government policy-making.
"The Senate members will often stop
to talk to the pages on the floor. When
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McQuaid Jesuit junior Sean Bielat relaxes in his Pittsford home April 19 before heading back to Washington, D.C. to resume his duties as a Congressional page.

they're in session, there's a lot fewer
members in the chamber than you'd
expect," Bielat noted.
In addition to his regular duties, he
has shaken hands with the Rev. Jesse
Jackson, as well as celebrities such as
baseball star David Justice and actor
Stacy Keach. He has also gotten upclose looks at President George Bush
and Vice-President Dan Quayle.
"It's pretty incredible — if s just
strange seeing these people in person.
They're not just an image anymore,"
said Bielat. "The novelty still hasn't
worn off. You realize that come June,
this isn't going to happen again."
Bielat is paid $970 per month, and
all of his class credits will transfer to
McQuaid Jesuit.
A 90-average student, Bielat is unsure whether he will pursue a career in
government. Father William McCusker, his guidance counselor at
McQuaid, minks politics would be an
excellent move for the Pittsford youth.
"Sean is a kid who has some noble
ideas about doing good for the
government," said Father McCusker,
who recommended Bielat for the page
position. "And he's particularly good
in the verbal area.
^He's a very responsible kid. I don't
think anybody's ever had to tell him to
study, or give him any additional motivation," Father McCusker continued.
"I wouldn't have recommended him

.unless I thought he could be responsible with the freedom the kids have
down there."
Bielat has grown quite close to the
other pages who live with him in the
O'Neill Building, one of the House annex buildings. "We live, work and go
to school together, so we've become
good friends," he said.
In fact, returning to Pittsford in June
might be a rather challenging adjustment for somebody who's been leading a largely grown-up lifestyle over
the last couple of months.
"Being on my own, coming back
home is going to be a little restrictive,"
he admitted.

DeSales sets fundraiser
to benefit school musical
GENEVA — DeSales High School
will hold an "Adopt-A-School Night"
on Monday, May 4, at the Burger King
restaurant, 436 Hamilton St.
DeSales teachers, staff and parents
will work behind the counter from 4 to
8 p.m. Money raised will go toward
expenses for DeSales' upcoming performance of the musical, The Apple
Tree, scheduled for Saturday and Sunday, May 16-17.
For information about this fundraiser, or to make donations for the
musical, contact Kathy Peters at
315/539-8860.

Garden & Home Improvements
BAKER LIGHTNING PROTECTION
Take the

h°PPing

out of shopping!

TOLL-FREE
1-800-332-1356

WEBSTER
(716) 872-4008

USE THE COURIER CLASSIFIEDS TODAY!
Text-only classified ads cost $10.50 for the first 15
words, 75 cents per additional word. Boxed ads start
at $20 per column inch (certain discounts apply).
To p^ace your ad, Call 716/328-4340 between
8:30a.nr. and 4:30p.m. Monday-Friday. Deadline is
noon Friday for following issue.
Or mail the coupon below —
with appropriate payment — to:

Then

BETLEM

Remember
__r
RESIDENTIAL
/ Call271-COOL /
We Keep Your Home Comfortable
1328-4340 j

upto$400.00
In Rebates

20% OFF
_

• 90 Days Same As Cash
• 5 Year Parts & Labor Warranty
• Utility Company Rebates
ffiftWi-T

gsm*

16

AUBURN
(315)252-0543

Remember the
Heat Last Summer

CATHOLIC COURIER CLASSIFIEDS
1150 Buffalo Rd., Rochester, New York 14624
Number of weeks ad should run
Enclosed is my check for $
Fill in boxes with your ad.

F O R EVERY TYPE O F S T R U C T U R E
Be safe, not sorry ... Protect your home today!

Air Conditioning
Clean & Check Reg. $48.00

$ Q ft 40 mer Ex P ires

NOW

V

U

581/92

Catholic Courier

