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Comic approach at odds with film’s tragedy

Bruce Birmelin/Orion Pictures
Dr. Leo Sturgess (Ray Liotta, left) and Dr. Peter Morgan (Kiefer Sutheriand)

contemplate their futures with the Veterans’ Admlnls]kratlon hospltal in the

flim Article 99.

By Gerri Pare
Catholic News Service

NEW YORK — The serious business
of caring for patients at a beleaguered
veterans hospital is taken to comic ex-
tremes in Article 99 (Orion).

Procedures at the V.A. hospital star-
tle newly arrived intern Dr. Morgan
(Kiefer Sutherland) and cardiac patient
Travis (Troy Evans).

Under the dictatorial hospital direc-
tor (John Mahoney), patients are the
lowest priority and bureaucracy pre-
vents the vets from getting needed

care. Deftly cutting through the red

tape to perform unauthorized opera-
tions and pilfer necessary supplies for
them is surgeon Sturgess (Ray Liotta),
the director's nemesis. ‘

Morgan learns from Sturgess to hide
cardiac patient Travis on various floors
to prevent him from being discharged
before getting an urgent but unap-
proved bypass operation.

Meanwhile Dr. Sturgess is skating
on even thinner ice as the director
plots his' discharge by catching his

Merton life provides personal portrait

Living With Wisdom: A Life of
Thomas Merton, by Jim Forest, Orbis
Books, (Maryknoll, N.Y., 1991); 226
pages; $12.95.

By Monsignor William H. Shannon
Guest contributor

Thomas Merton, whose untimely
death some 24 years ago shocked the
world, remains very much alive in our
contemporary world. This is the result
of his own many writings and through
the memories and reflections of count-
less people who have been and con-

tinue to be tuned into and turned on

by America’s most famous monk.

The existing 700-page bibliography
of writings by or about Merton —
already in need of updating — con-
tains books, articles and dissertations
by many people who know Merton
only through his writings.

Jim Forest's Living With Wisdom
offers us the reflections of a man who
had the advantage of knowing Merton
personally, whose correspondence
with Gethsemani’s monk runs to
several hundred letters and who has
kept abreast of current writings on
Merton.

An American now living in Alk-
maar, Holland, Forest has for many
years been actively involved in work-
ing for peace and justice through non-

violence. He has had long connections
with The Catholic Worker and with the
Fellowship of Reconciliation, of which
he served as general secretary for a
number of years.

His social ministry has been strongly
inspired and deeply influenced by
Merton. It is a very special gift, there-
fore, which Orbis Books offers us in
publishing Forest's book.

This is not a résearch biography nor
a literary analysis of his works nor an
in-depth study ‘of his spiritual doc-
trine. It is also not a simple series of
personal recollections.

Drawing on his own contacts with
Merton and his familiarity with the
Merton literature, Forest has put
together a highly readable story of the
monk's life.

The straight-line story from birth to
death gives the book a unity that keeps
the reader focused on the story’s signi-
ficance. He alsp possesses a flowing
style that is always clear, concise and
lively as well as often gripping and ex-

| citing.

Living in Wisdom is not just a, re-
vision of Forest's earlier Pictorial Bio-
graphy of Thomas Merton. Rather, it is a
completely new book. Its content
shows Forest’s enthusiasm for Meiton
and offers at times a deeply personal
picture of the monk whom the author

came to know so well and to love so
deeply.

Both the knowing and the loving are
obviously evident. Yet Merton is never
put on a pedestal. It is his appealing
humanity that shines through.

The book’s photos, together with the
text and captions that identify them,
constitute almost ‘a biography by
themselves. The book offers many
more photos than the earlier work. In
fact, this is without doubt the largest
collection of Merton photos ever as-
sembled.

In addition, the book’s layout is
unique. It is an inch or more wider
than an ordinary book. This makes
possible a kind of double entry pagina-
tion. About two-thirds of the page con-
stitutes the text. The rest of the page
offers photos or apt quotations, which
fit the text and help to illustrate it. This
unusual textual arrangement makes
for easy reading and should call forth a
large reading public.

As a friend of Forest, ] am espedially
happy to introduce this book to Catho-
lic Courier readers. I promise them an
enjoyable reading experience and an
insightful look into the life of one of
the great religious phenomena of our
century. )

Monsignor Shannon is professor emeri-
tus at Nazareth College of Rochester.

s

rules violations on camera. When he
succeeds, Sturgess supporters take
drastic action, taking over the hospital,
locking out the director and calling in

" the press.

Director Howard Deutch’s movie
raises the pressing social issue of vet-
erans’ rights and comes down clearly
on the side of the many men and
women mired in bureaucratic morass
and being denied adequate health care.

Unfortunately, Deutch’s rapid-fire
direction turns it into a semicomic-
book approach that is at odds with the
tragedy of neglected veterans. In es-
sence the movie works better as drama
than as broad comedy.

Given their fairly shallow character-

izations, Mahoney is delidously rotten
as the rulesbound director and Liotta
and Sutherland attract total sympathy
in their heroic poses. Lea Thompson
and Kathy Baker don’t get to contri-
bute much as their throwaway love in-
terests at the hospital. On the other
hand, Keith David and Eli Wallach
extract the most from small roles as a
savvy, wheelchair-bound amputee and
a doomed patient.
. Most of the film revolves around an
exaggerated picture of the crazed hos-
pital routine where nothing gets done
unless the system is subverted.

Due to brief violence, recurring
rough language, an instance of sexual

* innuendo and several graphic shots of

open heart surgery, the U.S. Catholic

.Conference classification is A-Il —

adults. The Motion Picture Association
of America rating is R — restricted.
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not, will all enjoy this
¥4 story—enhanced by the most extensive collection of photo-
graphs ever published—captures the life, writings, and vis-
nion of one of the great spiritual figures of this century.

LOGOS GUARANTEED BOOK OF THE WEEK!

At Logos, we bring you the best in Catholic Reading. If you’re not completely satisfied,
\ return the book with the original sales receipt within 30 days and you’ll receive a complete refund.

That’s our MONEYBACK GUARANTEE, and it’s that simple.
(Guarantee applies to books purchased up to 6 months from date of this ad)

LIVING WITH WISDOM — A Life of Thomas Merton: '
This is an absorbing pictorial biography of Thomas Merton
— the extraordinary Trappist monk whose writings, including
his classic autobiography The Sever Storey Mountian, have ex-
erted a profound influence on millions. ‘
Those who are familiar with Merton, and those who are

“life in pictures.”” Jim Forest’s

— ORBIS BOOKS

(=% Visa AND MASTERCARD ORDERS ACCEPTED BY PHONE OR var. (@
OUT-OF TOWN CUSTOMERS, CALL: 1-800-755-6467 (Greece Store Only)

LIVING WITH WISDOM
is available at Logos Bookstores for the low cost of $12.95. Stop in to one of eur two
convenient focations to pick up your copy, or mail this coupon to:

LOGOS BOOKSTORE
THE STREET OF SHOPPES
1600 RIDGE ROAD WEST
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14615
Please send me.my copy of LIVING WITH WISDOM

(each Book $12.95 + 7% sales tax).

Please include $1.75 (first book) postage & handling, 95¢ each additional book. Make check or
money order payable to Logos Bookstore, or include your VISA or MasterCard # on order blank.

(Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery)

Enclosed is $
Number of Copies ordered

TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS: Name
i
THE STREET OF SHOPPES PENN-FAIR PLAZA City State Zip
m(%lﬁ()lg :62-?0%5“] = 22?31gg‘7i;!24§008d (Check One) VISA __ MasterCard __ Card # exp. date

Thursday, April 23, 1992




