Church in Eastern Europe seeks help to rebuild
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Sister Mary Lucetta Lougen, SSND, a
former elementary school teacher at
Holy Ghost, St. Margaret , and
Holy Family schools, died Thursday,
March 26, 1992, at Norwalk Hospital in
Connecticut. She was 75.

Sister Lucetta was born Dec. 29,
1916, in Buffalo. She entered the School
Sisters of Notre Dame from St. Mary’s
Parish in Buffalo on Aug. 9,1934. -

A professed member of the order for
57 years, Sister Lucetta spent 50 of
those as an elementary school teacher.

Sister Lucetta taught at Rochester’s
Holy Family-School, 899 Jay St., from
1943-50 St. Margaret Mary School, 400
Rogers Parkway, Irondequoit, from
1962-73; and Holy Ghost School, 220
Coldwater Road, Rechester, from
1973-84.

Sister Roberta Tierney, SSND, who

~ lived with Sister Lucetta at St. Mar-
garet Mary’s from 1962-68 said she
will remember her as a “quiet, gentle

. person” who dedicated herself to “a

" life of prayer-and a life of teaching.”
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 Sister Lucetta Lougen, 75, longtime teacher

Sister Lucetta generally taught
eighth grade, noted Sister Tierney, cur-
rently the parish life coordinator at St.
Cecilia’s Church, 2763 Culver Road,
Rochester. _

“She was a very good teacher,” Sis-
ter Tierney said, adding that Sister
Lucetta taught more than just lan-
guage arts. “She taught values. She
taught the students how to work inde-
pendently. She taught them how to
apply the lessons to their lives.”

In 1984, Sister Lucetta retired from
teaching and moved to the SSND
motherhouse in Wilton.

Mass of the Resurrection for Sister
Lucetta was celebrated at the mother-
house on March 30. Interment was at
St. Mary’s Cemetery in Bethel, Conn.

A memorial Mass for Sister Lucetta
is scheduled for 7 p.m. on Thursday,
April 30, at Holy Ghost Church.

Donations in memory of Sister Mary
Loucetta Lougen may be made to the
SSND Development Fund, 345 Belden
Hill Road, Wilton, Conn. 06897.

Albanians to restore a cathedral — once
used by the communists as a gym-
nasium — which will serve as the
center of Catholic life for the nation’s
300,000 Catholics.

. The USCC is also awaiting the cessa-
tion of hostilities in Yugoslavia so it can
help Catholics develop a social welfare
organization and a national catechetical
commission.

Since 1990, the USCC has collected
$6.3 million in funds from the nation’s
dioceses for its Eastern European work,
Father Sarauskas said.

Several parishes in the Rochester
diocese slated collections for the USCC
fund in March, while others collected
over the weekend of April 4-5.

Father Ralph J. Fraats, administrator
of St. George’s Lithuanian Parish in Ro-
chester, noted that his 135 parishioners
contributed $900 toward to the USCC
fund. He added that Father Pugevicius
will help him celebrate liturgical ser-
vices during Holy Week — April 12-19
— at St. George’s Parish.

Father Pugevicius detailed the
efforts of his own or tion, Lith-
uanian Catholic Religious Aid, which
was founded in 1963 to assist perse-
cuted Lithuanian Catholics.

The Lithuanian church was dev-
astated by communist persecution,

added.

The church-state relations evolving
in Eastern Europe have seen some con-
flicts already, however. In Poland, for
example, where the church played a
pivotal role in prying the communist
grip from the nation, the church ap-
pears to be losing political ground.

The hierarchy was rebuffed in its
campaign for a constitutional ban on
abortion and on writing church-state
separation-out of the constitution.

But the hierarchy, including the
pope, says the church has no political
agenda.

“The church does not present herself
as a center of power above or parallel
with society, but as a center of service,”
the pope has said.

EDITORS” NOTE: Contains material
from Catholic News Service reports.

To learn more about the USCC'’s work in
Central and Eastern Europe, or to contri-
bute to its efforts, contact Father R. George
Sarauskas at the Office to Aid the Catholic
Church in Central and Easterm Europe,
United States Catholic Conference, 3211
Fourth St. N.E., Washington, D.C.
20017-1194, or call 202/541-3400.
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