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Move along the road of faith

By Father Albert Shamon
Courier columnist

Sunday’s Readings: (R3) Luke
22:14-23:56; (R1) 1saiah 50:4-7; (R2)
Philippians 2:6-11.

Holy Week starts on Passion
Sunday for many people. Actually,
it is the final Sunday of the Lenten
season, which ends on the Wednes-
day preceding the Thursday of the
Lord’s Supper.

The first reading is taken from the
suffering servant poems. Four of
these poems are awkwardly inser-
ted into the work of second Isaiah
(Isaiah, chapters 40-55).

The suffering servant answers the
perplexing question: Why do the
innocent suffer, like Jeremiah and
Ezechiel? His answer is that suffer-
ing can be vicarious: “in expiation
for the sins of others.”

He also knows that in the end
God will exalt him, therefore, “I
have not rebelled. But I have set my
face like flint (to embrace the cross),
knowing that I shall not be put to
shame” (R1).

No doubt Jesus found in the ser-
vant’s teaching much strength to ac-
cept His passion and death. Thus,
Luke tells us that when the time for

His passion came, “He set his face
like flint to journey toward Jeru-
salem” (Luke 9:51).

The Pauline passage in the second
reading was probably an early
hymn to the emptying (kenosis) and
glorification of Jesus. St. Paul de-
clared that our love should have
self-renouncement in it like that of
Jesus.

When the priest says at the end of
Mass, “Go to love and serve the
Lord,” he means, “Go to love the
Lord by serving our neighbor and to
serve the Lord by loving our neigh-
bor.”
~ According to Luke’s account,
Jesus’ passion and death is the final
revelation of God's love and mercy.
Luke, whom Dante called “the
scribe of the gentleness of Christ”
(scriba mansuetudinis Christi), softens
the Passion story much more than
the other synoptic writers.

Luke tends to be less critical of
the disciples’ activities during the
Passion.- He omits the fact that the
apostles slept three times and fled
Gethsemane. Judas’ betrayal is glos-
sed over. Peter's swearing at his
denial is not mentioned.

Even Jesus’ enemies are depicted
in less hostile terms. We are not told

that they spat on Jesus or bound
Him to bring Him to Pilate. Calvary
is tempered by the fact that Jesus’
friends are there.

So in the glow of the great pardon
of the cross, practically everyone is
absolved. Jesus heals the severed
ear of an eniemy. Peter repents of his
betrayal. The thief is pardoned. The
centurion is converted -to believe
that Jesus is innocent. Even Herod
and Pilate are reconciled on Good
Friday. All these are fruits of the
CToss.

Luke alone gives details depicting
Jesus as the merciful and loving
Messiah — details not given by the
other synoptics. In Luke, Jesus prays
for His tormentors. He gives para-
dise to the thief. He speaks no
words of abandonment, only words
of trust, “‘Father, into your hands I
commend my spirit.”’

Sunday’s Liturgy of the Word is
so rich and self-explanatory that
little commentary is needed. It
would be more helpful to partici-
pate actively in the Sunday celebra-
tion. :

Demonstrations are commonplace
today. Generally, they express
protest of some kind. Sunday we
gather together for a procession, re-
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calling Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.
He was proclaimed king by peo-
ple who hoped He would liberate
them from Roman oppression. In
effect, He liberated mankind from
the more terrible oppression of sin.
In joining the procession Sunday,
decide to move along the road of
faith — even when it means carry-
ing a cross. Do not fear to do so, for
as He was victorious over death, so

shall we be. This is our joyful hope.

ey
J F [[TTH Y Fm-rport

6 N. Main St.

The Olive Branch cu.

Inspirational Materials both Christian & Judaic

®RST COMMUNION

* Bibles ® First Mass Books ® Rosaries ® Communion Crosses
Figurines o Veils & Ties ¢ Gifts ® Cards ® Accessories
_For this Special Celebration

377-7660

Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed. 10-5;
Thurs. & Fri. 10-9; Sat. 10-4 .

Don’t Blame

Advertisement

Your Age For

Poor Hearing.

Chicago, Ill. — A free offer of

. special interest to those who

hear but do not understand
words has been announced by
Beltone. A non-operating
model of the smallest hearing
aid Beltone has ever developed
will be given absolutely free to
anyone requesting it.

It’s yours for the asking,

so send for it now. It is not a
real hearing aid, but it will
show you how tiny hearing
help can be. The actual aid
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-FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Peter W Giullari, Jr. Philip P. Perotto  Michael P. Perotto
Personalized service in the community
since 1922.

1425 Lexington Avenue  Rochester, NY 14606
conveniently located near 390

(716) 254-5400

_ourier

weighs less than an eighth of
‘ an ounce, and it fits com-
i#  pletely into the ear canal.

' These models are free, so
'§  wesuggest you write for yours
now. Again, there is no cost,
and certainly no obligation.
A Although a hearing aid may
] not help everyone, more and
more people with hearing
losses are being helped. For
your free sample send your
name, address, and phone
number today to: Department
05281, Beltone Electronics
Corporation, 4201 West Vic-
$ toria Street, Chicago, Illinois
i 60646.
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Thursday, April 9, 1992

If you or someone

you know has
ARTHRITIS or
DIABETES,

you or the person you
know should be wearing

Xtra Depth® shoes.

Men's Size Range 6 to 15/Widths A to 5E
Women's Size Range 3 to 12/Widths 4A to 5E

LOTEMPIO
SHOE STORE

| Rochester’s Finest Orthopedic Shoe Store

Certified Orthopedic Shoe Technician
790 Ridge Rd., Webster+671-8289

(West of 5 Mile Line Rd . next to Bethany Marine World)

Mon-Fri 9-6; Sat 9-5

Serving Knigbts
and their families
for over a century.

Catholic families

« $3.6 Billion of Assets

« $500 Million in Surplus
e AAA (Superior) — Standard & Poor’s Highest Rating
¢ A+ (Superior) — A. M. Best’s Highest Rating

Knights of Columbus.

is offering

7% interest

(Guaranteed until March 31, 1993) °
A on all
Annuity, IRA and Keogh Plans

» 110 years of meeting the insurance needs of

« $20 Billion of Insurance in Force

MEMBERS: Contact your Knights of Columbus Insurance Agent today,
or call, toll-free 1-800-345-5632 for the name and number of the Agent
nearest you.

ELIGIBLE CATHOLICS: We invite you to join the Knights of Columbus!
Contact your local council, or call, toll-free 1-800-345-5632. [In
Connecticut, call 772-2130, Ext. 213.] Or write to: Knights of Columbus,
One Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06507.

Knights of Columbus Bingold Agency

Richard F. Bingold Joseph Palmesano

315-699-1136 716-377-0213
Michael Gorman George Herbert
716-872-3704 716-392-2429

The largest Catholic, family, fraternal, service organization in the
world — more than 1.5 million members strong!

* This offering is made to members and spouses. The 7% effective annual yield is on cash
received by June 30, 1992, Early withdrawal is subject to a surrender charge. Interest is tax-deferred.
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