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Bishop doubts validity of claimed messages 
DULUTH, Minn. (CNS) — Bishop 

Roger L. Schwietz of I>iluth told 
priests and other representatives of the 
Catholic Church not to visit the site 
where a Wisconsin man claims the 
Virgin "Mary told him to construct a 
shrine. 

In a March 27 statement, Bishop 
Schwietz said he seriously doubts the 
divine origin of messages Steve Mar
ino of Green Bay, Wis., claims to have 
been receiving from Mary. 

According to Marino, Mary told him 
in a series of oral messages to build a 
1,000-seat chapel complex in Kettle 
River, Minn., a farming area west of 
Duluth, where she said she would ap
pear soon. He has published and dis
tributed 100,000 copies of the alleged 
messages from Mary in five pamph
lets. He has said Mary wants the 
chapel built there by 1995. 

Bishop Schwietz said without elab
orating that his doubts were based on 
evidence presented to him. 

"I am deeply concerned about the 
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potential harm that can be caused to 
those who might give credence to 
these messages and events and/ or 
commit personal resources to specific 
projects related to them," he said. 

He added that he meant to imply no 
judgment about possible motives of 
the individuals involved. 

The St Paul (Minn.) Pioneer Press 
daily newspaper reported that a spate 
of real estate purchases in the Kettle 
River area fueled suspicions among 
townspeople about the motives of 
Marino and his friend, Earl Nett, who 
publishes the pamphlets. 

Since October, Nett has purchased a 
house, 40 acres of land and a vacant 
store in the name of the Messages from 
Mary/Mary's Guest House Corp. 

But Father William Fournier of the 
Diocese of Duluth told Catholic News 
Service March 30 that Marino and Nett 
have been "most cooperative" with 
Bishop Schwietz and the diocesan 
staff. 

"If s not an antagonistic situation at 
all," he said. 

Father Fournier said Marino assured 
Bishop Schwietz before the statement 
was released that he would abide by 
the'bishops' decisions in the matter. 

In view of his doubts and concerns. 
Bishop Schweitz said, he thought it 
"imprudent and presumptuous" for 
anyone to buy property; to support or 
promote the reproduction and distri
bution of messages; to support, pro
mote or contribute funds for a chapel; 
or to make pilgrimages to the Kettle 
River area. 

His statement prohibited priests, 
deacons and religious from visiting the 
site or accompanying other groups 
there "lest their presence and actions 
be taken as evidence of some kind of 
official approval by the church." 

He also turned down Marino's 
request for permission to build a 
chapel and forbade liturgical celebra
tions in the fields around Kettle River 
or in buildings other than Catholic 

churches. 
According to Father Fournier, Mar

ino and Nett will meet with diocesan 
representatives to discuss what to do 
with money that has already been 
raised for the chapel. 

Bishop Robert J. Banks of Green Bay, 
where Marino lives, issued a statement 
saying he shares Bishop Schwietz's 
doubts about the supernatural nature 
of the messages. 

A year ago, Marino started a popu
lar Family Prayer Night that meets 
weekly at St Agnes Parish in Green 
Bay. The evening includes either a 
Mass or Communion service, recitation 
of the rosary and adoration of the Bles
sed Sacrament Hundreds of partici
pants come from around die diocese 
and elsewhere. 

Marino has established similar 
prayer nights elsewhere in the diocese 
and around the world, and is devoting 
part of his time to continuing that 
work. 
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