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Children see statue weep at Virginia parish 
WOODBRIDGE, Va. (CNS) — Chil

dren claimed to have seen a statue at a 
second Virginia church weep during a 
March 17 visit by a priest linked to the 
apparent weeping of statues at a 
neighboring parish. 

Catholic officials in Woodbridge 
said hundreds of children from 
Aquinas School saw the water that 
"spontaneously" appeared on a statue 
of Mary at Our Lady of Angels Church 
when Father James C. Bruse said Mass 
for the children there. 

"There is absolutely no doubt that 
water spontaneously occurred on the 

-statue, and there is no known chance 
of deception or trickery about it" said 
the pastor, Stigmatine Father Paul D. 
Burns, in a written statement given to 
reporters who called. 

Dominican Sister Mary Evelyn, 
Aquinas School principal, sent a note 
home with the school's students March 
17, notifying parents that several 

adults who were present also had seen 
the apparently weeping statue. 

"As with most children, imagina
tions are alive and well here at 
Aquinas. Please listen with love and 
concern," she wrote. "May we all grow 
in faith and love and become more 
aware of Christ's presence in our daily 
lives as he manifests himself to us in 
so many ways." 

Father Bruse, associate pastor at 
neighboring St Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Parish in Lake Ridge, has been linked 
in recent months to the apparent weep
ing of a number of statues of Mary and 
Jesus that he has touched. 

News of the unexplained pheno
mena hit newspapers and television in 
early March after hundreds of St. Eli
zabeth Ann Seton parishioners said 
they saw water flow from the eyes of 
the large statue of Mary in the Lake 
Ridge church while Father Bruse was 
celebrating Sunday Mass March 1. 
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Joinlls For Earth Maw0t,This April 

See your world in a collective sense, 
join us in celebration of the first annual 
Earth Month during April, 1992. 

A series of events that promotes an 
environmental ethic and educates about 
ways to achieve a sustainable future for 
the earth. 
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For a complete calendar of events, 
watch your local paper, or contact Susan 
Doran at the Center for Environmental 
Information at 716-271-3550. 

After all, if each of us is working to 
create a better world, doesn't mat bring 

* us a little closer together? 
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The Arlington Diocese, which in
cludes the three Northern Virginia par
ishes near Washington, has neither 
confirmed nor denied the possibility of 
a supernatural cause behind the al
leged incidents of statue weeping. 

In its only statement on the matter, 
the diocese stressed that the church 
does not make judgments on physical 
phenomena themselves and that, in 
this case, there is no alleged message 
or revelation involved that might re
quire a judgment by the church. 

The statement from Father Burns 
said that Father Bruse regularly rotates 
with other priests of the three parishes 
in celebrating weekday Masses at Our 
Lady of Angels Church for the chil
dren of Aquinas School which is next 
to the church. 

According to the statement, while 
Father Bruse was saying Mass March 
17, "many adults observed water flow

ing from the face of the statue of the 
Blessed Virgin, which is situated in the 
narthex" or church vestibule. 

"The water, suggestive of tears, was 
also observed by hundreds of children 
as they filed past the statue after paus
ing to pray at it after Mass," the state
ment continued. "The moisture was 
also confirmed by the pastor and an
other priest of the parish." 

The statement said church au
thorities were "continuing to in
vestigate" the latest incident and 
"have advised against any public spe
culation at this time about its possible 
significance. 

Father Bruse gave a number of in
terviews in the first days after news of 
the weeping statues broke, but after a 
press conference at St. Elizabeth's 
March 12 he stopped accepting 
requests f of interviews. 

Le Moyne College official rejects 
request for condoms on campus 

SYRACUSE (CNS) — A Le Moyne 
College official has rejected a proposal 
from the student senate that condoms 
be made available on campus. 

In rejecting the proposal, Michael 
Yost, vice president for student life, 
called for the formation of a task force 
to promote responsible sexual atti
tudes and behaviors in the college 
community. 

Although critics said Jesuit-run Le 
Moyne should never have allowed the 
condom debate to take place in the 
first place, Yost said in a letter to the 
student senate that the Jesuit tradition 
has always encouraged free speech 
and inquiry, and that the exchange of 
ideas will not jeopardize the institu
tion's integrity. 

Yost outlined five reasons for reject
ing the request 

• Student research indicated wide
spread disapproval from parents, 
alumni and others in the college com
munity. "Many feel, and I agree, that 
accepting (the senate) proposal is con
trary to the basic mission of the col
lege," Yost said. 

• Evidence was unclear that there 
was widespread student support for 
the proposal. 

• Accepting the proposal would 
send the wrong message. "It would 
overtly imply the condoning of 'casual 
sex,'" Yost said. "Plainly and simply... 
the attitude that casual sex among col
lege students is a given is unaccepta
ble." , 

• Condoms do not guarantee safe 
sex. At best, they promote less risky 
sex. 

Fisher reveals 2-percent tuition increase for undergrads 
FTTTSFORD — St John Fisher Col

lege, 3690 East Ave., recently announ
ced its smallest tuition increase for 
undergraduates since 1966. 

Approved March 11 by the college's 
Board of Trustees, the new budget 
calls for full-time undergraduate tui
tion of $9,350 for the 1992-93 academic 
year — an increase of $360 from this 
year's $8,990 figure. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS OF THE ROCHESTER DIOCESE 
The funeral Directors listed herein offer pre-need and at-need services and counseling in accordance with the Catholic faith. 

" GREECE — — — — — — — GATES 
Alvah Hailoran & Son, Inc. 

Funeral H o m e 
H. Daniel Hailoran 
2125 Chili Avenue 

Rochester, NY. 14624 
(716) 247-7590 

DiPonzio Funeral 
Home, Inc. 

(Across from St. 
Theodore's Church) 

219 Spencerport Road 
Rochester, N.Y. 14606 

429-6700 

Arndt Funeral Home 
1118 Long Pond Rd. 

(south of Maiden Lane) 
Parking for over 100 cars 

Greece, N.Y. 14626 
Ronald John Arndt 
(716) 225-6350 

Vay-Schleich and Meeson 
Funeral Home Inc. 

"Greece's Largest and Most 
Complete Facilities" 
2692 Dewey Avenue 
1075 Long Pond Rd. 
{716)663-2100 

IRONDEQUOIT ROCHESTER 
Schauman-Sulewski 
Funera l H o m e Inc . 

Edwin Sulewski 
2100 St. Paul Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716) 342-3400 

Michael R. Yackiw 
Funeral Home 
1270 Norton Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716) 544-5000 

Crawford Funeral 
Home, Inc. 

"Our family Serving %nr family" 
Located at 495 N. Winton Rd. 

(Between Atlantic & Humboldt) 
(716) 482-0400 

Lucey Funeral 
Home, Inc. 

301 W. Main St. Victor, N.Y. 
924-5730 

2309 Culver Rd. 
342-0470 

Michael W. Lucey Lie. Mgr. 

MONUMENTS 

HART MONUMENT CO. 
2301 Dewey Avenue Since 1856 
Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 865-6746 

In addition to room and board, 
however, student fees will decrease 
slightly, making the student's total 
cost $14,550. That's an overall increase 
of $286, or 2 percent, from the 1991-92 
total of $14,264. 

According to William Pickett, col
lege president, Fisher's new budget 
does not call for any administration, 
staff or faculty layoffs. 

50UTHVIEW PHYSICAL THERAPY 
AND SPORTS REHABILITATE 
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SOUTHVIEW PHYSICAL THERAPY 
MAKES A DIFFERENCE IN RELIEVING, 

• Tendinitis/ Bursitis 
• Knee problems 
• Neck and shoulder pqin 
• Low bock symptoms 

680 Westfall Rood, Suite D 

CALL FOR INFORMATION 

(716)271-3360 
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