By Bishop Matthew H. Clark

Just a few moments ago I finished a quick,
preliminary reading of the first draft prepared
about three of our synodal themes: (a) How
can we help those facing violence, addiction,
burdensome pregnancy and terminal illness?
(b) How can we support our parishes in being
faith-filled, celebrating communities? (c) How
can we as church help strengthen Christian
marriage and family life in all its forms?

I was thrilled to receive the drafts because
they represent yet another milestone in this
extraordinary journey of prayer and study to
which we have committed ourselves.

In my contacts with members of our writing
committees, I have gotten a strong impression
that they found their respective work assign-
ments tobe s ating. Moreover, they were
enriched by their often new colleagueship
with other me;lgers of their group.

As I read their work today, I caught their
energy and excitement in what they had writ-
ten for purposes|of stimulating discussion at
our parish synods which begin this fall.

The next step in our process will be to ask
the members of our Diocesan Pastoral Council
to review the three drafts already prepared.
We'll want to know if the language and con-
cepts of the papers are clear and sharp. We'll
want to know if they will be sufficiently sti-
mulating to generate good parish discussion
— if they contain enough open-ended issues.

We'll ask the generous DPC members if our
committees have fulfilled their task of (a) pre-
senting the current situation in our 12-county

'LONG THE WAY

diocese; (b) presenting an analysis of the situa-
tion in light of the Gospel, Vatican Council II
and other relevant studies and papers; and (c)
offering a series of specific recommendations
designed to move us ahead in these areas.
Finally, we'll ask them to identify any gaps
in the work and to make their suggestions for
the improvement of these papers. I am certain
gleeir insight will refine the good work already

gun.

I hope that you have been praying that God
will continue to guide us all through this en-
tire process. It is also my hope that you are be-
ing prayerfully observant of what's happening
in your family, your parish, your workplace.

Please note what circumstances, issues,
events, difficulties, resources and opportuni-
ties exist in those situations. Doing so will

- Synod invites refléctlons on life

enable us to enjoy your w1sdom as we try to
analyze our present reality as accurately as
possible, reflect on that reality in the light of
our faith tradition, and develop a pastoral
plan that will strengthen our community for
service in building the reign of God.

What are the factors in contemporary life

that foster your human growth and strengthen

your family/community? What are the ele-
ments that have negative effects on you? What
can we do to help one another make things
better?

In what areas is your parish community do-
ing well? What improvements would you like
to see, and what suggestions do you have for
bringing about those improvements?

How can we in our community of faith help
one another to resist the negative pressures of
daily living, and build one another up so that

we might truly be the salt of the earth and the ' |

light of the world?

Our parish synods will be fruitful to the de-
greethatweallprepareaswellaswecanfor
them — by praying, by honestly and seriously
reflecting on our faith and life experience; by
carefully studying our preparation materials;
by honestly expressing our own points of
view; and by listening carefully to the points
of view of our neighbors.

Please keep in touch with developments
about the Synod through this newspaper and
your parish bulletin. And please, dear friend,
please participate in the process as fully as
your life’s circumstances allow you to do so.
Thank you.

Peace to all.

Ou;‘ Monastic way ot hite focuses on
the pertect fove ot God and neighbor
which is effective in achicving the
salvation of all people, Living apart
from the day-to-
dav world, we
cageriv study the
truth, wholcheartedly ponder the
Scriptures, pray intently. willinglv
practice penance, work attentively,
live simply and rejoice in sisterly
sharing. We thereby live in the
midst of the Church and world,
proclaiming that in Christ alone is

true happiness tound.

If this wav of fife speaks toyvou, we
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invite vou to visit our Monastery,
located amid peacetul hills which
are so conducive to contemplative
living. Possibly vour goals and ours

are mutual. We welcome vou.
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A new monthly calendar will appear in the Catholic Courier on the last Thursday of each month.

ER REQUEST FOR PRIESTS

WOULD YOU PRAY FOR A PRIEST EACH DAY?

The following prayer was dictated by Our Lord to Sister Josefa Menendez at Poitiers, France, on the
Feast of the Sacred Heart, June 3, 1921, with the instruction: ‘‘Josefa! Repeat these words every

JESUS PRAYER FOR HIS PRIESTS
O Jesus, by Thy most loving Heart, I im- )

plore Thee to inflame with zeal for Thy Mass
love and glory all the priests of the world, Rosary
all missionaries and those whose office it Fasting

Day Offering
Eucharistic Adoration
Divine Mercy Chaplet

Or whatever the Lord inspires you
to offer Him

For subsequent months or extra
copies write to:

MPRP, 70-A Green Knolls
Drive, Rochester, NY 14620
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Orc Mind & Howeet 0 God.
Dumnican Mooastic Life Name:

------ lam interested in receiving more information about a
vocation with the Dominican Nuns, or planning to visit.

God: Dominican Monastic Life. I am enclosing $6.95 plus

@ o - Please send me a copy of the book.One Mind & Heart in
[ : $2.00 for shipping & handling.
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For mdre information. contact Sr. Miriam of The Cross.O.P.. Monastery of Mary the Queen,
, 1310 West Church Street, Elmira. NY 14905.

Look for next month’s MPRP CALENDAR in the Catholic Courier’s April 30th issue.
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