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USCC opposes plan 
for reports on donors 
By Jerry Fitteau 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Catho
lic Conference opposes a Bush admin
istration proposal to make churches 
tell the Internal Revenue Service how 
much money its parishioners give. 

"We oppose i t We oppose any re
porting requirement," Dierdre Hal
loran, USCC general counsel, told 
Catholic News Service March 10. 

"Ifs burdensome," she said. "Ifs 
offensive. It interjects the IRS between 
the church and the donor, making the 
church an enforcer for the IRS." 

The proposal — which would make 
churches report everyone who gives 
over $500 a year — was buried deep in 
the 1993 budget proposal President 
George Bush sent to Congress in Jan
uary. 

It first got attention in the general 
news media Feb. 22. The next day Vice 
President Dan Quayle repudiated the 
plan during a national television inter
view. 

Quayle said Bush "didn't know it 
was in there" and "that piece of legis
lation is not going to have our (admin
istration) support" 

Less than two weeks later, however, 
The New York Times reported that 
White House chief of staff Samuel K 
Skinner told a small group of reporters 
March 5 that the proposal was still 
alive. 

"Ifs not dead. Nobody has killed 
it," the Times quoted Skinner as saying. 

Current federal law requires non
profit organizations that receive more 
than $25,000 a year to inform the IRS 
annually of all donors contributing 
more than $5,000 in money or property 
during that year. But the law exempts 
churches and their charities from the 
requirement. 

The administration's proposal 
would vastly expand the reporting re
quirements to cover all donors of $500 
or more, and eliminate the reporting 
exemption for churches, synagogues, 
mosques and all related religious or
ganizations. 

Parishes would have to track and 
report the contributions of "every par
ishioner who gives $10 a week," Hal-
loran said. 

In practice this means that every 
church would have to track the dona
tions of "every parishioner" every 
year, she said, since it would be diffi
cult to guess at the start of the year 
which parishioners will not reach the 
$500 bracket. 

According to one recent Gallup 
study of American charitable giving, 
more than one-third of those who con
tribute to their church or synagogue 
pledge a specific percentage of their 
annual income or a fixed amount each 
week 

The average giving among those 
church-goers ranges from around 
$1,500 to $2,000 per household, Gallup 
found. Those figures suggest that even 
by a conservative estimate, the typical 

church would have to provide yearly 
data to the IRS on the contributions of 
at least a third of its members. 

In early February Frank Monahan, 
director of the USCC Office of 
Government Liaison, sent an urgent 
memo to all state Catholic conferences 
in the country, asking them to make 
their opposition to the proposal known 
to the White House and Congress. 

Monahan said the administration 
proposal would force churches and 
other religious agencies to obtain the 
Social Security or Taxpayer Identifi
cation Number from every donor who 
gives $500 or more during the year. 

It would require all those religious 
organizations to fill out the govern
ment's W-2 or 1099 forms for each $500 
donor and send copies of those reports 
to the IRS and the donor. 

In addition, it would require any 
church or charity with more than 250 
people on its list of $500 donors to 
provide the data to the IRS on com
puter disk or Other electronic format. 

In a Feb. 13 letter, Monahan urged 
members of the Senate Finance Com
mittee to oppose the proposal 

"The impact of this requirement on 
parish churches, with their inadequate 
staff and computer capabilities, would 
be staggering," he said. 

Halloran said national Catholic or
ganizations like Catholic Relief Ser
vices that receive many contributions 
by mail also would have to track all 
donors — and obtain their Social Se
curity number or Tax Identification 
Number — in order to comply. 

Halloran said the administration 
proposal arose in part from a legiti
mate concern over tax cheating by 
people "who received something in re
turn" for their contributions. 

As examples she cited purchases 
made at auctions or in the "grocery 
store scrip programs" that have be
come popular in several parts of the 
country recently. 

In the typical scrip program, a 
supermarket chain sells scrip to a 
church at a 5 percent discount, and 
church members purchase it at full 
face value. They use it in the store to 
purchase goods. 

The church's profit comes from the 
discount at which it purchased the 
scrip, and the parishioner who buys 
and uses the scrip is simply making a 
purchase, not a contribution, Halloran 
said. 

But when tax time comes around 
and a participant in a scrip program or 
church auction is looking at cancelled 
checks 'worth hundreds of dollars 
made out to the'church, "the temp
tation is great" to claim those pur
chases as charitable contributions, she 
said. 

The USCC plainly opposes such tax 
cheating, Halloran said. But instead of 
specifically targeting such abuses, the 
administration proposal would hit the 
whole field of ordinary religious giv
ing with a set of rules that are "ill-
conceived and burdensome," she said. 

Author scheduled to speak about Marian apparitions 

HORSEHEADS — Wayne Weible, 
who wrote Medjugorje: The Message and 
Letters from Medjugorje, will speak at 
Church of St. Mary Our Mother, 816 
W. Broad St, on Thursday, April 2. 
The lecture is scheduled for 7 p.m. 

The program is free, although free
will offerings will be accepted. 

A former newspaper editor and pub

lisher, Weible became interested in 
Marian apparitions at Medjugorje, Yu
goslavia, in 1985. Since that time he 
has dedicated his life to traveling 
around the world and detailing the al
leged events occurring at Medjugorje. 
He and his wife converted to Catholi
cism in December of 1991. 

Call 607/739-3817 for information. 

AP/Wlde World Photos 
BILLBOARD CONTROVERSY — A billboard in Grand Rapids, Mich., de
picts wearing Pope John Paul II headphones and a promotional T-shirt 
as part of an ad campaign for radio station WLAV-FM. campaign. The 
billboard was erected March 2 in the city of 180,000 people — of whom 
64,000 are Catholic. * 

Dismayed Irish bishops charge 
ruling rendered abortion legal' 

DUBLIN, Ireland (CNS) — The Irish 
Catholic bishops acknowledged March 
11 that a crisis over abortion has arisen 
in Ireland and urged citizens to sup
port legislators in finding a solution. 

The bishops, reacting to an Irish Su
preme Court ruling that a 14-year-old 
rape victim could have an abortion in 
Britain, said they shared widespread 
dismay at the decision. Judges said 
they feared the girl would kiU herself 
if she did not end the pregnancy. 

"The understanding of the Irish 
people was that the right to life of the 
unborn was protected by the constitu
tion in such a way as to render abor
tion illegal," the bishops said after a 
three-day meeting at Maynooth, near 
Dublin. 

"Abortion has now been declared to 
be legal," they said. "The consequen
ces are, from every point of view, ex
tremely grave." 

In a press statement, the bishops 
said they have a duty to contribute to 
building a society that reflects the dig

nity of human beings in the light of the 
GospeL Abortion is a matter of justice 
that involves the most basic of all hu
man rights, the right to life, they said. 

"A particularly urgent challenge 
now faces our legislators, as they seek 
to exercise their responsibility to 
protect the lives of unborn children, 
who are the weakest and most voice
less members of our human family," 
the statement continued. 

"The matter is of the utmost impor
tance and must be addressed without 
delay. Legislators need and deserve 
the support of every citizen in dis
charging this fundamental responsfbil-
ity," it said. 

In a 1983 referendum, Irish voters 
decided by a 2-1 majority to amend the 
constitution to make abortion illegal 

However, opinion polls since the 
14-year-old rape victim's case show 
that a majority of Irish people now 
would accept some sort of limited 
abortion in Ireland in special circum
stances such as rape or incest 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE THIS LENT... 
r: 

T h e people of Awasa, says their 
Bishop, Armido Gasparini, 78, 
are poor, "very poor." But 

Christ, he adds , "has made a 
radical difference in the lives of 

these people. W e believe God 
is with us; w e trust in Him." 
This Lent, through the Propaga
tion of the Faith, y o u too can 

make a 
radical differ
ence for the 
people of Awasa and throughout the 
Missions. You can provide the help 
needed to support missionaries, such as 
Bishop Gasparini, w h o lead the poor to 
Christ, helping others to know His love. 

Some people of Awasa 

Bishop Gasparini 
and friend 

The Society for THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH 
.. .all of us committed to the worldwide mission of Jesus 

Fr. Robert C Bradler 
1150 Buffalo Rd., Dept. C 
Rochester, New York 14624 

YES! I want to make a difference this Lent! 

Accept my offering of: 

O $40.. .$1 for each day of Lent 

O $10 O $25 O $50 O $75 O $100 
N a m e — — 

Address _ 

City. 

71 

State. Z ip . 

L 
O Send me information on becoming a monthly donor! 

Your gift is tax deductible! 
t344 3A9/92 \ 

Thursday, March 19, 1992 


