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Radio show yields 'gr&en' for DeSales High 
By Lee Francis Strong 
Staff writer 

GENEVA — Why is Dublin, Ireland, 
the largest city in the world? 

Because it's Dublin — as in "dou-
blin" — everyday. 

Although such jokes can spur a few 
groans, they are also among the staples 
of Ed Tracers annual fundraising St 
Pa&ick's Day radio broadcast 

From 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Tuesday, 
March 17, the DeSales High School 
principal will share Irish jokes, news, 
music and history with listeners on 
1240 WGVA-AM, as part of his annual 
"radio-thon" to raise money for the 
school at 90 Pulteney St. 

This year marks the marathon's 15th 
anniversary — an anniversary that al
most didn't take place. 

"I wasn't going to do it this year," 
Tracey explained. "I thought 14 years 
was enough. But the station called and 
said, 'You're going to do it this year, 
right?'" 

The marathon's financial success 
also played a factor in Tracey's de
cision to do the show. Previous mar
athons have raised thousands of dol
lars for the school through pledges, 
sponsors and challenges. 

"I sing for money," Tracey acknowl
edged, laughing. If s no problem for 
me. If s money for DeSales." 

The principal said he hopes to raise 
money this year toward replacing the 
school's ancient boiler, which, he said, 
will not last through another winter. 

And even though his Irish program 
is not likely to raise the $30-40,000 
necessary to purchase a brand new 
boiler, the effort will help alert the 
community to the school's needs, 
Tracey said. 

"People hear that, you never know 
when you'll get a donation," he said. 

In addition to raising money, pro
moting awareness of DeSales and its 
needs has been the program's aim 
since Tracey started it in 1978. 

When he first conceived of the idea 
to perform the fundraiser, Tracey said 
he thought about a telethon. He opted 
for radio because there are no tele
vision stations based in Geneva. 
WGVA officials embraced the idea 
after Tracey contacted them. 

Serving as the show's master of 
ceremonies, the DeSales principal in
troduces music, tells jokes, mentions 
students' names on the air, announces 
the "Honorary Irishman of the Year," 
and talks with guests. He has even 
spoken by phone with visitors and 
public officials from Ireland. 

"If s just delightful to hear the Irish 

DeSales High School Principal 
for 15 years. He has been Joined in 

accent," Tracey said. 
Preparing for the show is a year-

round effort for Tracey. He subscribes 
to two Irish newspapers to keep in
formed of news. He has amassed a li
brary of books about Ireland to pre
pare himself for any questions listeners 
ask him on the air. Tracey and his wife, 
Beryl, also scour record shops regu
larly for the latest in Irish music. 

Tracey's own roots are decidedly 
Irish, albeit with a dash of New York 
City. He recalled that as the child of. 
Irish immigrants, "it was a sin to miss 
the St. Patrick's Day parade in New 
York." 

All of Tracey's preparation pays off 
during the show, regular listeners said. 

"We wouldn't miss it," declared 
Tom Long, whose wife, Mary, gra
duated from DeSales in 1934. "We look 
forward to it. We get up early to 
listen." | 

"I get up and turn the radio on for 
the 6 a.m. news, and keep in on all 
day," Mary Long said. "I just love the! 
music." 

"His program for St. Patrick's Day isj 
solid Irish music," remarked Gene? 
McFadden, whose son, Robert, was i 
1991 graduate of DeSales. "It's beeri 
reported — and I believe it's true —[ 
that he could tape it and sell it." 

Tracey noted that he has received 
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Edwajrd Tracey (right) has been hosting his annual St. Patrick's Day radio broadcast 

t h e mornings by W G V A radio personality Jerry Sherwin. 

positive feedback from listeners dur
ing broadcasts as welL "Someone 
stopped on the (New York State) 
Thruway one time," Tracey recalled. 
The driver had been passing through 
Geneva, picked up the station on the 
radio and stopped at a rest stop "to 
thank me," the principal said. 

The broadcasts also include Irish his
tory and geography quizzes. "So I bet
ter know my stuff," Trace remarked. 
"I'm representing DeSales." 

This constant awareness that he is 
representing the school also means 
that Tracey is careful with what he 
says and the music he plays during the 
show because of Ireland's political ten

sions. 
In fact, Tracey said, the theme for 

this year's marathon is "The Orange 
and the Green and Peace in Between." 
The focus is based on the colors in the 
Irish flag, representing Protestants (or
ange) and Catholics (green). 

But even though he's careful about 
stepping on potential political land 
mines, he said the show's heart re
mains in its music and celebration of 
Irish customs. 

"It's a fun thing," Tracey said. "It 
brings a lot of joy. I feel like if s a min
istry now." 

And that's no blarney. 
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QUEEN OF PEACE NIGHT 

at 
Notre Dame Retreat House 

Foster Road, Canandaigua 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18th 

100 PM 
8 00 PM 

15 Decades of the 
Mu&ic Interlude ^_ 

fctfPM - Mass with Benediction 
Celebrant: Fr. Pai 

Confessions heard from 'Tp.n^pnr 

For more information call: (716) 394-0604 

Queen of Peace Apostolate 
P.O. Box 6 — Canandaigua, New York 14424 
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Society of t he Divine Word Gift Annui t ies 

You C a n I n c r e a s e Your S e c u r i t y \<-^> 

If y o u a r e o v e r 5 5 , a S o c i e t y of t h e D i v i n e 
Word Gift A n n u i t y c a n e n h a n c e y o u r f i n a n 
c i a l p l a n n i n g f o r r e t i r e m e n t . A t a t i m e i n 
y o u r l ife w h e n y o u n e e d e v e r y c e n t of y o u r 
i n c o m e , w h y r i s k u n s t a b l e m a r k e t s p l u s u n 
n e c e s s a r y t a x e s . 

H i g h R a t e s o f R e t u r n 
Your Society of the Divine Word Gift Annui ty will br ing you high ra tes of re tu rn and 

significant tax savings while you help to educate priests and brothers for our home and 
overseas missions. For example, a m a n (age 70) would enjoy an annua l re turn of 9.7%. 

Tax A d v a n t a g e s 
Because the income from your Gift Annui ty is classified in par t as a re tu rn of principal 

which was a charitable donation, some of those dollars will be tax-exempt. 

C o m p l e t e S a f e t y 
The Society of the Divine Word pioneered the first Catholic-sponsored annui ty pro

g ram in the United S ta te s in 1904. For a lmost 90 years , our annu i t an t s have enjoyed 
the security of a reliable income and the satisfaction of knowing they ' re doing their par t 
to br ing God's love to t he poor. p -

Choose Security and 
Satisfaction Now 

You can m a k e a living on your 
investments , bu t you can only 
make a life on w h a t you give. A 
Society of the Divine Word Gift 
Annui ty will help you do both. 
Send now for details . 

The Society of the Divine Word is a 
worldwide Catholic mission society 
committed to preaching the Gospel 
in more than 55 countries. 

For additional information send this coupon to: 
SVD Gift Annuity Planning 
P.O. Box 67 
Techny, IL 60082 

Name (In full>_ 

Address——! 

City .State- -Zip-

Birth date (Month L. -(Day Year)_ 

For Joint annuity, give name, sex and date of birth of second 
party: 

Name : 

Birth date (Month). J D a y l JYearL. 

Your reply will be kept strictly confidential, QCH 
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