
The whole church joins 
By Bishop Matthew H. Clark 

This is one of my favorite weeks in the 
year. Why? Because it is the week during 
which people from all parts of our diocese 
gather for the formal presentation and elec
tion of those who will become members of 
our community of faith at the Easter Vigil. 

The Rite of Election, although simple in 
its format, is a joyful and exciting experi-

1 ence. Certainly those to be baptized and 
those already baptized who now prepare to 
join our community are filled with en
thusiasm. The moment of election comes 
after much work and prayer, and it is the 
beginning of the final phase of preparation. 

It is my experience that the members of 
our community who accompany those pre
paring for the Easter Vigil are generally no 
less excited than our new friends. These 
wonderful sponsors and companions share 
much with those who are taking this new 
step, but they are the first to say that they 

..receive much more from the experience 
than they give. 

For all of us who attend, there is a special 
joy that comes from knowing that so many 
others share our journey — that so many 
different people from a variety of commun
ities hear and respond to the same call that 
leads us on. 

The Rite of Election is one moment in the 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, an an
cient rite in the church. Restored and adap
ted to modern times after Vatican Council 
II, it is a process by which the community 

shares its faith with others and helps inter
ested persons prepare to become full parti
cipants in the church's life. It is an experi
ence of prayer and community that honors 
the individual's own story and recognizes 
that the gift of faith grows in all of us in dif
ferent ways. 

At this writing, we have celebrated the 
rite twice this week. On Sunday, our gath
ering in the Southern Tier was at St. Mary 
Our Mother in Horseheads. Last night and 
this evening, we'll be at Sacred Heart Cath
edral. On Friday evening, pur final celebra
tion will be at St Mary's Parish in Auburn. 

As our experience of the RCIA lengthens, 
our communities are learning more about 
themselves and about how best to invite 
and help others to participate in our life. 
The alterations we make based on what we 
have learned then become occasions to 

in Rite 
learn new things. And so the process de
velops. 

This year, for example, we note that 
among those preparing to enter our church 
is a higher-than-usual percentage of unbap-
tized persons. I am wondering if that will 
become a trend and, if it does, what we will 
learn from it. 

Of great interest, too, is the fact that 
nearly 10 percent of those being elected this 
year are children. What accounts for that? 
What can we learn from this phenomenon, 
which has grown slowly for several years. 

You will be happy as I am to know that 
this evening we will be electing seven can
didates from our Vietnamese community. 
That small but growing community brings 
a new vitality to us, and reminds us that 
Catholic life is rich in its diversity and its 
traditions. 

I ask you please to pray for all of our 
candidates as they enter this privileged 
phase of their preparation for the Easter 
celebration. Ask God to strengthen them 
and fill them with joy at the knowledge 
that they are indeed the beloved of God. 

And let us pray for one another as we 
share this special time of prayer. Imperfect 
as we are. as individuals and as a commun
ity, we must be doing something that at
tracts our candidates to us. It might not be 
a bad Lenten prayer to ask God to help us 
to know better our strength and our beauty 
so that we can build on them and share 
them ever more fully. 

Peace to all. 
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fashions 586-8655 

FOR 
FIRST HOLY 

COMMUNION 

We feature a large 
selection of 

beautiful dresses, 
boys suits, and 

accessories. 

* INFANTS 
* BOYS TO SIZE 20 

• SCHOOL UNIFORMS 
• GIRLS TO 14 

Mon-Frl 10-9; Sat 10-6; Sun 12-5 

10,000)/,00a 
College Applicants Freshman Openings 

THIS IS THE K IND O F MATH PROBLEM 
W E HELP YOU SOLVE. 

At our free information seminar, we'll show you and your 
parents the odds you're up against as a college applicant And 
we'll show you how Ronkin can give you the 
skills, practice and support to make the odds 
work in your favor. Because the answer to the 
above problem isn't one tenth. It's Ronkin. 

Call today for seminar times and dates. 
SAT • ACT • PS AT 442-5200 

J I L 

HCinilll l l l l r 

If you yearn to return to good old-fashioned, sit-
down Sunday dinners, you'll find that early 
afternoon dining at The Spring House is better 
than brunch. On Sundays from noon to 3 p.m., 
The Spring House offers traditional American 
dinners at prices calculated to fit your budget. 
Any of seven entree choices for only $8.95. Soup"" 

or fruit cup is included. And you get your pick from the famous Spring House 
dessert menu at no extra charge. 

Better 
than 
brunch 
Early evening fare, too 
The same menu and price is available to early evening diners at The Spring 
House who order between S and 6 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday. Favorites 
like roast turkey, boneless breast of chicken, sole or flounder, sliced tenderloin 
or London broil. 

Of course, at these low 
prices, we cannot accept 
coupons during mese times; 
nor can we make this offer 
on holidays. But any other 
early Sunday afternoon or 
Tuesday-Thursday evening, 
you can be sure of a tasty 
meal, friendly and capable 
service and the charming ^ , "7^ Spring E t ^0(tt Monroe Avenue 
atmosphere of a Landmark House. J - * • (near ^over Stna) 
colonial inn. ^ — * Reservatons: (716) 586-2300 

Access far die disdabled at rear of restaurant 

You can 
always 
on The 
House. 
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