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Pope's message urges 
addressing inequities 

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The fol
lowing is the text of Pope John Paul 
n's message for Lent. Entitled "Called 
to Share the Table of Creation," it was 
released in Washington by the 
National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. Lent.began on March 4. 

Dear brothers and sisters, 
Creation belongs to everyone. Yes, 

as Lent draws near, when our Lord 
Jesus Christ calls us in a particular 
way to conversion, I wish to address 
each one of you and invite you to think 
about this truth and to do good deeds 
which will show your sincerity of 
heart 

This same Lord, whose supreme 
proof of love we celebrate at Easter, 
was with the Father from the begin
ning, preparing the wonderful table of 
creation, to which he meant to invite 
all without exception (cf. Jn 1:3). The 
church has understood this truth, 
made known since the dawn of rev
elation, and she sees it as an objective 
to be proposed to people as a way of 
life (cf. Acts 2:44-45; 4:32-35). 

In more recent times she has re
peatedly preached the universal des
tination of the goods of creation, both 
material and spiritual, as a central 
theme of her social teaching. Continu
ing this long-standing tradition, the 
encyclical Centesimus Annus, published 
on the occasion of the centenary of my 
predecessor Leo XHT's Rerum Novarum, 
is meant to encourage reflection on this 
universal destination of goods, which 
comes before all particular forms of 
private property and which should 
give them their trueimeaning. 

However, it is sad to see how, in 
spite of the frequency with which 
these clearly expressed truths have 

been proclaimed, the earth with all its 
goods — which we have compared to 
a great banquet to which all the men 
and women who have lived or will 
live have been invited — is unfortun
ately in many ways still in the hands 
of a few minorities. Wonderful are the 
goods of the earth, both those which 
come directly from the generous hands 
of the Creator and those which are the 
result of the activity of human beings, 
called to cooperate in the work of crea
tion through their intelligence and 
labor. Moreover, all human beings 
need a share in those goods in order to 
reach their fullness. It is thus all the 
more painful to note how many mil
lions of people are excluded from the 
table of creation. 

For this reason I earnestly invite you 
to concentrate your attention on this 
year commemorating the fifth centen
ary of the evangelization of the Ameri
can continent, which in no way should 
remain a mere historical anniversary. 
Our vision of the past must be com
plemented by a look around us and 
toward the future (cf. Centesimus 
Annus, 3). We must try to discern the 
mysterious presence of God in history, 
where he engages us and calls us to 
give him definite responses. 

Five centuries of the Gospel's pre
sence on that continent have still not 
produced a fair distribution of the 
goods of the earth. And this is all the 
more painful when we think of the 
poorest of the poor: the indigenous 
groups, arid together with them many 
campesinos, offended in their dignity 
by being excluded from the exercise of 
even their most fundamental rights, 
which also are a part of the goods des
tined for all. 

The situation of these brothers and 

Liturgy office releases Lenten regulations 
The diocesan Office of Liturgy 

released the following instructions and 
Lenten regulations for pastors and 
priests on Feb. 12,1992: 

• The Book of Blessings indicates 
that the blessing of ashes is restricted 
to priests and deacons, but they may 
be assisted by lay ministers in the ac
tual distribution of ashes. In the Dio
cese of Rochester, lay ministers include 
all involved in pastoral ministry as 
well as those who fulfill roles as litur
gical ministers. 

• All people ranging in age from 

18-59 are to fast on Ash Wednesday 
and Good Friday. People 14 years of 
age or older are obligated to abstain 
from meat on Ash Wednesday, Good 
Friday and the Fridays of Lent. 

• After consultation with meteoro
logists, it has been determined that 
sunset for April 18 (Easter Vigil) will 
take place at 7:49 p.m. Since the Gen
eral Instruction directs that the Easter 
Vigil be done "during the night," the 
Easter Vigil should be scheduled at 9 
p.m. or later to be completed prior to 
sunrise on Easter Sunday, April 19. 

Pope John Paul II 
sisters of ours cries out for justice from 
the Lord. Consequently, a generous 
and bold reform of economic struc
tures and agrarian ̂ policies needs to be 
fostered, so as to ensure well-being 
and the conditions required for the 
rightful exercise of their human rights 
by the indigenous groups and the 
great masses of the poor who have so 
often been unjustly treated. 

For those people and for all the dis
possessed of the world — for we are 
all children of God, brothers and sis
ters to each other, and the goods of 
creation are meant for us all — we 
must work hard and without delay so 
that they can occupy their proper place 
at the table of creation. In the season of 
Lent and also during campaigns of 
solidarity — Advent campaigns and 
weeks for the poor — a clear aware
ness that it is the Creator's will to 
place the goods of creation at the ser
vice of everyone should inspire work 
for the genuine and complete de
velopment of the person and of all 
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people. 
In a spirit of prayer and con 

ment we must listen carefully to 
words: "Behold, I am at the door 
knock" (Rev. 3-20). Yes, it is the 
himself who knocks gently at the^heart 
of each one of us, without fopdhg us, 
waiting patiently for us^too^en so that 
he can come in and sitdown at table 
with us. But, again, we must never 
forget that — according to the central 
message of the Gospel — Jesus calls us 
through each of our brothers and sis
ters, and our personal response will 
serve as the criterion for being put at 
his right hand with the blessed or at 
his left with the accursed: "I was hun
gry ... I was thirsty ... I was a stranger 
... I was naked ... sick ... in prison" (Mt. 
25:34f). 

Praying fervently that the Lord will 
enlighten the efforts of all on behalf of 
the poorest and most needy,.I bless 
you with all my heart, in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 

FEET 
HURT? 

[̂ ARTHRITIS ^BUNIONS 
[DIABETES OEDEMA 

HARROW/WIDE FEET 

EXTRA DEPTH 
P. W. M 1 N O R & S O N. I N C. 

Men's Size Range 6 to 15/Widths A to 5E 
Women's Size Range 3 to 12/Wldths 4A to 5E 

LOTEMPIO 
SHOE STORE 

Rochester's Finest Orthopedic Shoe Store 
Certified Orthopedic Shoe Technician 

790 Ridge Rd., Webster»671-8289 
(West of 5 Mile Line Rd.. next to Bethany Marine World) 

Mon-Fri 9-6; Sat 9-5 

FOCUS ON THESE 
LOW RATES DURING 

OUR MONEY SALE 
Our Money Sale means you can get low OhiV^S 
rates on loans for just about anything fjAff Vfltl* -
you need. Plan a vacation, buy a car, or «̂  
make home improvements, and save on the interest. 
Money Sale loans start at $3,000.00. 
Ask to see details on our Tax Saver Plan. Interest on 

your secured Money Sale loan may be 100% tax 
deductible. Consult your tax advisor. 
Rates may increase or decrease during term of loan. Offer may be changed 
or withdrawn at any time. 

VARIABLE RATE SECURED VARIABLE RATE UNSECURED Central Trust Equal Housing 
Lender 
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