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Prelate to retain confirmation age 
MILWAUKEE (CNS) — Archbishop 

Rembert G. Weakland of Milwaukee 
said he is "inclined to stick with" an 
older age for confirmation while the is
sue continues to be debated. 

However, he said, he does see "the 
difficulties" that can come with the 
older age, including a lower number of 
confirmations, and "they must be 
faced." 

In a column in the Feb. 13 issue of 
the Catholic Herald, Milwaukee's arch-
diocesan newspaper, he noted the 
theological development of confirma
tion and the other initiation sacra
ments of baptism and Communion, 
saying that "the church can indeed re
direct the meaning of sacraments ac
cording to the needs of the times." 

In his archdiocese the sacrament is 
conferred at age 16 or the junior year 

of high school. 
Archbishop Weakland said, "My 

second choice, if a change must be 
made, would be to adopt the Byzan
tine practice of confirming at baptism. 
Although it reduces pastorally the sa
craments to six, it has the advantage of 
conforming our practice to theirs — no 
small ecumenical point." 

Archbishop Daniel E. Pilarczyk of 
Cincinnati, president of the U.S. 
bishops, appointed an ad hoc commit
tee of bishops in December to propose 
a national rule for the age of confirma
tion in the United States. 

In 1984, the bishops voted to allow 
individual bishops to set the confirma
tion age in their own dioceses. Most 
bishops have set it somewhere be
tween ages 12-17, up from grade 
school ages a generation ago. 
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But through an administrative over
sight, the bishops' 1984 decision was 
not submitted to the Vatican until 
many years later. When it finally was, 
Cardinal Bernardin Gantin, head of the 
Vatican Congregation for Bishops, said 
the Code of Canon Law does not per
mit the issuance of a norm that does 
not set a specific age. 

Church law permits the age of dis
cretion — usually considered age 7 — 
as the governing norm for confirma
tion unless a bishops' conference sets 
another specific age. U.S. liturgists in 
October called for, administering con
firmation before first Communion. 

Archbishop Weakland said Pope 
Paul VI's preface to the confirmation 
rite that the pope published does talk 
"about becoming a full adult member 
of the church. 

"But certainly baptism also makes 
one a full member of the church," he 
added. "The accent here seems to be 
on the word 'adult.'" 

The archbishop pointed to "serious" 
drawbacks to an older confirmation 
age, based on Milwaukee's experience. 

A 1979 study by the U.S. bishops' 
Committee for Pastoral Research and 
Practices listed five distinct theological 
positions on the nature of confirma
tion. "No particular practice or theo
logy seems to be able to claim a mo
nopoly position," the study said. 

ARNDT FUNERAL HOME 
What makes our funeral home different from others? 

• Ronald John 
• We give you 

Arndt, a Licensed Funeral Director since 1963 gives you that'extra experience to help you in your time of need. 
personal one-on-one service not available from the average funeral home run by continuously changing staff. Our 

family-run funeral home gives your family special attention so you don't become just another 
number, all available at our one full service central Greece location. 
• We provide home consultation for your convenience. 
• We offer consultation to the Veterans Administration, Social Security and other death benefits 

you may be entitled to. 
W h y s h o u l d y o u c o n t a c t u s ? 

• To pre-arrange funerals. This will relieve you and your family of unneeded 
pain and pressure at a later time. Pre-paid money can be put into interest 
bearing trust accounts at no extra cost to you. 

• To arrange funerals in a warm family setting. 
• For more information concerning us and our services, call us at 225-6350 

anytime day 
or night. 1118 Long Pond Road (South of Maiden Lane) 225-6350 
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NULTON 
FUNERAL HOME 

MAIN OFFICE: 
1704 Penfield Road 
(716) 381-3900 

Penfield 

MATTLE 
FUNERAL HOME 
853 Culver Road 
(716) 482-2440 

Rochester 

PAYNE-NULTON 
FUNERAL HOME 
22 Bickford Street 
(315) 986-7781 

Macedon 

WOOD 
FUNERAL HOME 
1530 Buffalo Road 
(716) 247-6360 

Gates 

II 
ROCHESTER GATES 

Crawford Funeral 
Home, Inc. 

"Our femily Serving %ur Family'' 

Located at 495 N. Winton Rd. 
(Between Atlantic & Humboldt) 

(716) 482-0400 

Lucey Funera l 
Home, Inc. 

301 W. Main St. Victor, N.Y. 
924-5730 

2309 Culver Rd. 
342-0470 

Michael W. Lucey Lie. Mgr. 

Alvah Halloran & Son, Inc. 
Funeral Home 

H. Daniel Halloran 
2125 Chili Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
(716) 247-7590 

DiPonzio Funeral 
Home, Inc. 

(Across from St. 
Theodore's Church) 

219 Spencerport Road 
Rochester, N.Y. 14606 

429-6700 

GREECE IRONDEQUOIT 
Arndt Funeral Home 

1118 Long Rmd Rd. 
(south of Maiden Lane) 

Parking for over 100 cars 
Greece, N.Y. 14626 
Ronald John Arndt 
(716) 225-6350 

Vay-Schleich and Meeson 
Funeral Home Inc. 

"Greece's Largest and Most 
Complete Facilities" 
2692 Dewey Avenue 
1075 Long Pond Rd. 
(716) 663-2100 

Schauman-Sulewski 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 
2100 St. Paul Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716) 342-3400 

Michael R. Yackiw 
Funeral Home 
1270 Norton Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716)544-5000 

MONUMENTS 

HART MONUMENT CO. 
2301 Dewey Avenue Since 1856 
Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 865-6746 

AP/Wide World Photos 
SELUNG AID — A woman in 
Moscow Feb. 26 holds a can of 
Dutch hot dogs, part of the 
European Community's food re
lief to Russia, alongwith a bottle 
of cognac. Russia has been 
working to overcome the per
ception that humanitarian food 
aid from the United States and 
Europe eventually ends up on 
the black market 

Lenten Study 
Books > 
Easter Cards 
attractive 

meaningful 
inexpensive 

473-8634 
Mon.-Fri. 10-5 Sat. 10-3 

935 East Ave. cor. Barrington St. 

DOOKS FOR THE SICK 
SUFFERING. SHUT-INS AND AGED 
Dy Fa the r L a w r e n c e G. Lovos i k y v . D . 

WALKING WITH ST. RAPHAEL - . 
Patron for health of soul and body $1.00 

THE CANCER SAINT — St. Peregrine $1.00 
THE ARTHRITIS SAINT — St. Alphonsus .. $1.00 
THE HEART SAINT — St. John of God $1.00 
ST. THERESE OF THE CHILD JESUS -

Life and prayers — TB Saint $1.00 
ST. DYMPHNA — Patroness of the nervous 

and emotionally disturbed $1.00 
BIOGRAPHY OF ST. DYMPHNA — Life 

and history. Illustrated $355 
SO GENTLE HIS HAND — Prayers of Hope 

in prose and poetry $450 
PRAYERS OF THE SICK AND AGING — 

For hope, consolation, strength $150 
CONSOLATION IN SUFFERING — 

Prayers of comfort in pain $100 
SUFFERNG SANCTIFIED - Prayers 

for strength in suffering $1.00 
HEART-TALKS WITH THE MAN OF SORROWS 

On the Passion of Christ $1.00 
DEVOTION TO THE SACRED HEART — 

with prayers .'. $1.00 
TREASURY OF PRAYER — A manual of best 

loved Catholic prayers, most of which were at 
one time indulgenced. A wide variety in ten 
chapters $8.00 

JESUS IS MY UFE — A book of prayers to 

Jesus $aob 
JESUS JOY OF SUFFERING — Meditations for 

strength and consolaton in suffering $3.00 

CASSETTE TAPES FOR THE SICK. 

SUFFERING. SHUT-INS AND AGED 
Dy Fother Lawrence G. Lovosik S.V.D. 

Two meditations of a half-hour are recorded 
on a single cassette tape. Each series 

In a vinyl album container. 
HOPE SERIES — Three cassettes $15.00 
PASSION OF CHRIST SERIES - Three 

cassettes $15.00 
RECITED ROSARY - WAY OF THE CROSS — 

Two cassettes $10.00 
HEAVEN SERIES — Three cassettes $15.00 

(Add $2.00 tor postage) 

Address all orders to: 

Father Lawrence G. Lovasik, S.V.D. 
211 West 7th Avenue 
Tarentum, PA 15084 
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