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People's words reveal plenty 
By Father Albert Shamon 
Courier columnist 

Sunday's Readings: (R3) Luke 
6:39-45; (Rl) Sirach 27:4-7; (R2) 1 
Corinthians 15:54-58. 

The first reading and the Gospel 
state that you can learn a lot about a 
man by what he says. "A man's 
speech does disclose the bent of his 
mind" (Rl). "Each man speaks from 
his heart's abundance" (R3). 

Sirach's message is that speech 
shows what a man is like — he may 
be a sieve, a piece of pottery or the 
fruit of a tree. Our Lord said the 
same: talk is a "read-out" of whaf s 
inside us — to use computer jargon. 
He warns His disciples against be
ing either hypocritical or hy
percritical. 

Hypocritical means literally 
"play-acting" — pretending to be 
what one is not or to say what one 
does not mean. One day the Phar
isees laid a booby-trap in the path of 
Jesus. To throw Him off guard, they 
said, "We know you are truthful 
and don't care about people's opin
ions." Then they posed the cleverly 
crafted question: "Tell us is it law

ful to pay taxes to Ceasar or not?" 
Jesus took care of the trap easily 
with His render-unto-Ceasar an
swer, so that even the Pharisees left 
him and went away (Mt. 22:15-22). 

When people are honest and 
straightforward, they will never get 
entangled in their speech. The old 
saying is, "You can't cheat an hon
est man." Nor for that matter a sin
cere man. 

The word "sincere" comes from 
two Latin words: sine meaning 
"without" and cera meaning "wax." 
Buildings were made of marble in 
ancient Rome. Sometimes a block of 
marble would get chipped during 
transport Yet a dishonest builder 
would not discard the damaged 
block. Instead, he would fill in the 
break with wax. 

Only later, after the building was 
constructed, would the deception be 
discovered by the discoloration of 
the wax.- As a result, it became 
necessary to include in building 
contracts a clause that the work be 
done sine cera — "without wax." 

The word "sincere" then came to 
mean a person who was honest 
through and through; one in whom 

there was no deception or duplicity. 
One who is consistent, who does not 

: say one thing and mean another. 
Jesus wanted His followers to be 
that kind of a person. 

Closely related to hypocrisy is 
hypercriticism — one who is judg
mental and looks down on others. 
Jesus said, "Why look at the speck 
in your brother's eye and miss the 
plank in your own?" 

A Japanese banker once stated 
that "before the war they had a slo
gan in business that business talk is 
like a folding screen. You have to 
make it crooked to make it stand. If 
you make it straight it won't stand." 

Thus Jesus said, "Let your 'Yes' 
mean 'Yes,' and your 'No' mean 
'No. ' Communication that is 
straight to the point is always best. 
A college student desperate for 
money wrote home to Dad, "No 
mon ... no fun ... your Son!" Dad 
wrote back "Too bad ... I'm sad ... 
your Dad!" 

Speech is the bridge God has gi
ven us to build up community. 
Hypocrisy, hypercriticism, lies and 
dishonesty rot the bridges and make 
social life impossible. Thus it was 
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once said, "You can't do business 
with Hitler, nor with Joseph Stalin." 
Both men believed the Marxist de
claration that the lie was their best 
weapon. 

It is the weapon of the Father of 
Lies. It must never be ours. "Lying 
lips are an abomination to the Lord, 
but those who are truthful are his 
delight" (Proverbs 12:22). 
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wmdfL\ Announcing our 14th Annual 
" ^ w Spring Break Escorted Tour to 

NEW ORLEANS, APRIL 20-24 
5 Days, 4 Nights, All Inclusive 

THIS IS ALWAYS A SELLOUT 

p.p./dbl. includes: 
nodati JS*Round trip air from Rochester, deluxe accomodations in the heart of the 

**• French Quarter, sightseeing, Mississippi River Cruise, Special meals. 

CALL TODAY FOR DETAILS! 
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Imported Specialties • Seafood and Smpked Fish 

PITTSFORD FISH MARKET 
SPECIALTY 
SAUSAUGES 

& 
EUROPEAN 

STYLE 
COLD-CUTS 

, Pittsfbrd Colony Plaza — 3400 Monroe Avenue 

FOR ALL YOUR 
SEAFOOD NEEDS 
DURING LENT 

DAILY 
SPECIALS 

ON OUR 
FRESH & 
SMOKED 

FISH 

Hot Fish To Go f^ryr XT n n » V C . 1 0 1 Oiftrt Fresh Fish * Live Lobster 

Nick Vasalos O P E N 7 D A Y S • 3 8 1 * 8 1 9 0 Frozen Seafood 
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If you yearn to return to good old-fashioned, sit-
down Sunday dinners, you'll find that early 

. -m afternoon dining at The Spring House is better 
| fl £lfl than brunch. On Sundays from noon to 3 p.m., 

The Spring House offers traditional American 
dinners at prices calculated to fit your- budget. 
Any of seven entree choices for only $8.95. Soup 

or fruit cup is included. And you get your pick from the famous Spring House 
dessert menu at no extra charge. 

Better 

brunch 

Early evening fare, too 
The same menu and price is available to early evening diners at The Spring 
House who order between 5 and 6 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday. Favorites 
like roast turkey, boneless breast of chicken, sole or flounder, sliced tenderloin 
or London broil. 

Of course, at these low 
prices, we cannot accept 
coupons during these times; 
nor can we make this offer 
on holidays. But any other 
early Sunday afternoon or 
Tuesday-Thursday evening, 
you caii be sure of a tasty 
meal, friendly and capable 
service and the charming 
atmosphere of a Landmark 
colonial inn. 

You can 
always count 
on The Spring 
House. 

3001 Monroe Avenue 
(near Clover Street) 
Reservatons: (716) 586-2300 

Access for the disdabled at rear of restaurant 
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MOUNT CARMEL HOUSE 
providing care for the terminally ill in 

an atmosphere of love and prayer 

4 Planet Street 
Rochester, New York 14606 

Phone: (716) 458-6508 

Mt. Carmel House is a tax exempt, 
charitable, non-profit institution and a 
United Way Donor Choice Agency. 

Contributions may be made directly to Mt. 
Carmel House, or thru United Way Donor 
Choice Option 3. 

INVITATION TO REPARATION 
i 

MAKE THE FIVE 
1st Saturdays of Reparation 

Fr. Albert Shamon, Author, Lecturer, Columnist, invites you 
to listen to the Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ on the fol
lowing stations every Sunday WAUB-1590 Auburn, 12:25 
p.m.; WSSW-99FM Seneca Falls, 6:15 p.m.; and WGVA-1240 
Geneva, 7:45 a.m. 

Our Lady of Victory 
210 Pleasant St., Downtown Rochester 

Rosary & Mass, 10 a.m. - Sacrament of Penance, 11:30 a.m. 

St. Alphonsus 
95 East Genesee St., Auburn, N.Y. 

Sacrament of Penance, 9 a.m. - Rosary & Mass, 10 a.m. 

OR MAKE FIVE FIRST SATURDAYS ON YOUR OWN. 
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