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continued existence of some diocesan newspapers.
I have learned that the vocation of the Catholic
Catholic newspapers must prove their worth. And
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the way to do that is to provide a quality newspaper.
education, evangelization and encouragement.
In recent years some dioceses have closed their
It's amazing, for example, how much Catholics
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lies, from adult-education programs and from diosuffers when a newspaper closes or is diminished.
cesan newspapers. No reader of a Catholic newspaper
Schools don't get promoted, diocesan collections fall
can leave it without knowing and learning more
short and for seven of 10 households where the dioabout his or her faith.
cesan newspaper is the only religious reading mateFor example, a few years after the National Conferrial in the house — except for the Bible — the lights
ence of Catholic Bishops published their 1983 pastoral
go out on faith development.
letter, The Challenge of Peace: God's Promise and Our ReHistory is a good bench mark for progress. Bishop
sponse, members of the parish that includes AnnapoJohn England — Bishop of Charleston, S.C. from
lis, Md., site of the U.S. NavaLAcademy, were upset.
1820-42 — is credited with founding the Catholic
They didn't like what they vsfere hearing through the
press in the United States. In the early 1800s, Bishop
secular press about the bishops' statements concernEngland started a newspaper for three reasons. First,
ing war and peace.
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After the parishioners had the opportunity to read Bishop John England, the first bishop of Charles- well as North and South Carolina. Second, he wanted
about the issue in a fuller context through the Catho- ton, S.C., published The United States Catholic to help educate Catholic immigrants. Third, he wanlic newspaper, however, they came to grasp what the Miscellany, the first Catholic newspaper in the ted a means of combatting rampant anti-Catholicism.
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The vocation to the Catholic press also means being
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Slstars of Charity of Our Lady of Mercy, Charleston, S.C. Now when colleagues seek my advice about Cathoaway and bringing in those who are curious about the the archdiocese, and ultimately applied for the pro- li£ newspapers, I tell them to take their vocation seriCatholic life.
gram. While studying for the diaconate, he dis- ously, to spend their resources wisely and to keep a
Last spring in the Archdiocese of Baltimore, for ex- covered his vocation to the priesthood.
sense of humor because few people get the opportunample, a middle-aged man who had been a. fallenIndeed, the Catholic newspaper may well be the ity to serve their church and their profession at the
away Catholic was ordained a priest. He credited the only contact many Catholics have each week with same time.
Catholic newspaper with encouraging his vocation.
their church. In the archdiocese where I now serve,
And the most any Catholic newspaper editor can
It seems that at the time he was not actively in- this fact keeps me alert more people read the dio- expect to receive is the chance to go to press again.
volved with the church, he had been working at a cesan newspaper than attend Sunday Mass. A Cathocompany that received the newspaper. Because he lic newspaper is the biggest pulpit in any diocese.
was the only Catholic in the company, the newspaper
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