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Contrived thriller lacks suspense, believability 

Matthew McVay-Hollywood Pictures 
During location work, Rebecca De Mornay (right) discusses a scene in The 
Hand That Rocks the Cradle (Hollywood Pictures) with director Curtis Han­
son. Annabella Sciorra, Matt McCoy and Ernie Hudson also star in the mo­
vie, which the U.S. Catholic Conference classifies as 0 — morally offensive. 
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By Gerri Pare 
Catholic News Service 

NEW YORK — Catering to the pub­
lic's basest instincts and hoping to at­
tract the Fatal Attraction crowd is The 
Hand that Rocks the Cradle (Holly­
wood). 

Annabella Sciorra plays happily 
married mom Claire, who reports her 
gynecologist for an improper examina­
tion that prompts other women to 
come forward and the doctor to com­
mit suicide. 

The doctor's wife (Rebecca De Mor­
nay) miscarries as a result of the shock 
and must undergo a hysterectomy. She 
blames it all on Claire. 

Six months later when she shows up 
at Claire's using the name "Peyton" 
and sweet-talking her way into becom­
ing nanny to baby Joey and little 
Emma (Madeline Zima), it's obvious 
what she's planning to do. Unless 
Claire and her equally gullible hus­
band (Matt McCoy) wise up, the kids 
are in jeopardy and it's curtains for 
Claire. 

Director Curtis Hanson gives Cradle 

the slick Hollywood treatment, but 
this is a thriller with no suspense or 
believability. The situations are all so 
contrived and transparent that the 
story just marks time from' one cheap 
thrill to the next. 

The parents' continuing naivete is 
incredible as is their initial acceptance 
of Peyton without ever bothering to 
check her only reference. Every scene 
has the feel of a set-up, with character­
ization lost in the heightened atmos­
phere of menace to innocent little ones 
and imminent violence. 

Ernie Hudson is a mentally retarded 
groundskeeper who's made to look 
like a child molester — one more ma­
nipulative development in a movie 
that looks as if it followed a program­
med formula to make an audience 
bloodthirsty. 

Because of exploitation of violence 
to women and children, occasional 
nudity, sexual references and some 
rough language, the U.S. Catholic Con­
ference classification is O — morally 
offensive. The Motion Picture Associa­
tion of America rating is R — re­
stricted. 

Fable leaves reader wondering 
'Shua, story by William Burke, il­

lustrations by Mary Southard, CSJ, 
ACTA Publications (Chicago, 111., 
1990); 103 pages; $8.95. 

By Bob Zyskowski 
Guest contributor 

What would it be like to hear about 
Jesus from somebody who watched 
Him grow up? 

Storyteller Father Bill Burke has craf­
ted a fable upon the premise that 
Jesus' boyhood friend would be able to 
shed light on this Jesus we Christians 
say we need to know better. 

'Shua — short for Yeshua — is the 
Christ-figure in this simple, quick-
reading story told by the anonymous 
narrator, 'Shua's friend and adopted 
brother. 

Dramatic silhouette art by Sister 
Mary Southhard is a positive addition 
to this beautifully crafted paperback. 

As the story weaves through the 
childhood years and adolescence, 
you'll be able to see how Jesus — 
'Shua in the book — later would turn 
these real-life stories into parables. 

The stories are all there: the prodigal 
son, the woman at the well, healing on 
the Sabbath. 

It's such an obvious assumption to 
make: Jesus must have seen these situ­

ations occur in his formative years. He 
must have known that people would 
be able to appreciate them because 
they came from their lived experience. 

We all know, however, that the peo­
ple of Nazareth rejected this prophet in 
their own town, and Father Burke's 
'Shua does things that might have 
warranted their shunning. 

Shua offers bread to the Romans. 
He holds a "shiva" — a wake — and 

buries a tax collector. 
He visits the house of a prostitute 

and gives her food. 
The Nazareans — 'Shua's narrator 

friend included — aren't surprised to 
hear that he winds up being crucified 
up in Jerusalem. 

But 'Shua's boyhood friend ends his 
reminiscence wondering something 
which should give us modern-day fol­
lowers of Jesus reason to pause, too. 

He knows why the people of Na­
zareth didn't stand up for 'Shua. 

All the cultural reasons any Na-
zarean would have known are there. 

What he wonders is why 'Shua's 
disciples — those who were supposed 
to be his friends and followers — 
deserted him and broke his heart? 

Reprinted with permission from the 
Catholic Bulletin, newspaper of the 
Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis. 

LOGOS GUARANTEED BOOK OF THE WEEK! 
At Logos, we bring you the best in Catholic Reading. If you're not completely satisfied, 

return the book with the original sales receipt within 30 days and you'll receive a complete refund. 
That's our MONEYBACK GUARANTEE, and it's that simple. 

(Guarantee applies to books purchased up to 6 months from date of this ad) 
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Home. I remember being so struck by the word. Certainly I knew that Nazareth 

was Jesus' boyhood home, but "going home" is much more a matter of 
the heart than a matter of distance. 

Wbuldn't it be wonderful, I thought, if time meant nothing and we 
could talk to a man who grew up with Jesus and we could listen to his 
stories? 

J I imagined such a man—not a Christian, just a boyhood friend of 
-* Jesus... 

VISA AND MASTERCARD ORDERS 
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OUT-OF TOWN CUSTOMERS, CALL: 1-800-755-6467 (Greece Store Only) 

TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS: 

G R E E C E 
THE STREET OF SHOPPES 

1600 Ridge Road West 
(716) 663-5085 

P E N F I E L D 
PEN-FAIR PLAZA 
2200 Penfield Road 
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is available at Logos Bookstores for the low cost of $8.95. Stop in to one of our 
two convenient locations to pick up your copy, or mail this coupon to: 

LOGOS BOOKSTORE 
THE STREET OF SHOPPES 
1600 RIDGE ROAD WEST 
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14615 

Please send me my copy of SHUA Enclosed is $ 
(each Book $8.95 + 7% sales tax). Number of Copies ordered 
Please include $1.65 (first book) postage & handling, 75c each additional book. Make check or 
money order, payable to Logos Bookstore, or include your VISA or MasterCard # on order blank. 
(Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery) 
Name _ _ 
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