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A Church in the wﬂderness

“You have sinned by worshipping
the golden bull,” Moses told the
because you are
sorry, I will ask God if he will still
lead us to the Promised land.”

The people prayed until they saw
Moses coming back down Mount
Sinai. carrying two stone tablets.

“Here are God’s laws again,”
Moses said, pointing to the Ten
Commandments. “God will guide
us. But we must never associate
with people who worship false gods
or we will become just like them.

“God has given me a plan to
build a spedal house of worship,”
Moses added.

“But if we build this house in the
desert, what will we do when we
travel?”’ Someone asked.

“God’s house will be a Tabernacle

jewelry to be melted down. Others
gave precious stones, and some
offered their time to help mth con-
struction.

Moses was overwhelmed. “We,
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have more than enough now!
Tomorrow we will begin and work
every day but the Sabbath.”

The next morning - Moses ex-
plained all of the building details.
While some made the large tent,
others built the furniture, altars and
fine articles that would be placed
inside.

The most important item was the
Ark of the Covenant because it
symbolized the presence of God.
Craftsmen constructed this chest
with fine wood and overlaid it with
gold.

Two angels with outspread wings

Six months later, when the Taber-
nacle was finished, Moses placed
the Ark of the Covenant in a room
called the Most Holy Place.

Everyone stood in front and
waited as Moses offered a prayer.
Would God be pleased with their
work?

A large cdoud came down from
the sky and settled over the top of
the tent. Together with Moses, the

. The cloud filled the entire
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JERUSALEM, 957
B.C.— King Solomon today
announced a national holi-
day to celebrate the official
opening of the Temple. The
event marks the first time in
their history that the He-
brews will have a perman- 3
ent house of worship. '

The highlight of the cele- -
bration occurred when the
priests carried the Ark of the
Covenant into the Most
Holy Place. This room was
created to house the Ark,
which the Hebrews carried
with them for 40 years in the
desert.

According to witnesses, a
huge cloud came down
from the sky as the Ark was
put in the Most Holy Place.

buil&ing.
King Solomon said, “To-
day I have provided a fitting
- place for the Ark, which .
| symbolizes the covenant
that God made with our an-
 cestors when he brought
Cthem out of Egypt to the
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— a huge tent we can pack up faced each other on the lid. To carry people bowed their heads in FPromlsed Land.” Ad
whenever we move on. Who is will-  the Ark, the men could put poles thanksgiving, witl
ing to help build the Tabernacle?”  through rings on its corners. The cloud neyer left their sight
Moses asked. during the entire journey. At night,
“I'm a carpenter,” one man a pillar of fire glowed inside the | @
offered. ‘“We have weavers in o doud. Whenever the cloud moved,
camp too. All of us have something the people knew that God was guid- —_
to contribute.” ing them on their travel. When it By
Moses smiled. “Your gifts and stopped, they camped in the desert Ste
talents must be freewill offerings and worshipped Him. =3
Give whatever you feel is right.” . Read More About It: Exodus, &
Some people returned with gold Chapters 32:30; 34-40. fea
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