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By Laurie Hansen
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — Race and immi-
gration have emerged as potentially
explosive issues on the 1992 presi-
dential campaign trail.

Former Ku Klux Klansman David
Duke’s declaration as a presidential
candidate served as the first indication
that the election would be tinged by
the politics of color. Further evidence
was offered by Republican candidate
Patrick Buchanan, who promised to
build a fence on the U.S.-Mexico bor-

der if elected and argued that non- According to Kraut, today’s immi- 1 1
European immigrants threaten U.S. | grant bashing is the ““updated version” VIOIence in Ireland
culture. of the “scapegoating”’ of Catholics, es- AP/Wide World Photos

Buchanan, a Catholic, asked rhet-
orically: “I think God made all people
good, but if we had to take a million
immigrants in, say Zulus, next year, or
Englishmen, and put them in Virginia,

someone to blame,” he told Catholic
News Service Feb; 7.

“Tough times can bn'ng out the best
and the worst in people,” said John L.
Carr, U.S. bishops’ secretary for social

development and world peace. In his

view, “our political leaders ought to be
judged by whether they bring out the
best or the worst in us.’

Carr noted that immigrants have no
lobbying groups. “By definition they
can’'t vote. They’re an easy target.”
Carr challenged voters to “see which
candidates can resist the easy target”
and focus on the real issues.

pecially Irish Catholics fleeing the po-
tato famine a century and a half ago.
Immigration was accelerating, the
newcomers were blamed for crime,
poverty, even cholera. It was argued
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HEDGES MEMORIAL CHAPEILInc.
770 E. Main St. ® Rochester, NY 14605
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One Location
. Serving the Needs of
Catholic Famllles throughout the -
Rochester Diocese for over 125 years D
e Pre-paid burial plans available

f ¢ Pre-need counseling available without obligation
¢ Chapel facility on premises
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Above, relatives carry the coffin of
Jack Duffy Feb. 7. Duffy and four
others were killed in a Belfast bet-
ting shop Feb. 5. At left, relatives
of Paddy Loughran comfort each
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