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Violence §pews in this buddy action film 
ByGerriPare 
Catholic News Service 

NEW YORK (CNS) — Despite its 
/innocent-enough title, The Last Boy 

Scout (Warner Bros.) is apt to delight 
only those who like movie violence in 
gargantuan doses. 

Direded by Tony Scott, the movie 
stars Bruce Willis and Damon Wayans 
in a knock-off version of the equally 
violent Mel Gibson-Danny Glover 
Lethal Weapon movies by the same 

screenwriter, Shane Black. 
Willis plays bitter, burned-out pri

vate eye Joe Hallenbeck, unjustly fired 
from the Secret Service and consumed 
by his wife's (Chelsea Field) infidelity 
and his teenage daughter's (Danielle 
Harris) contempt for him. 

When his client, a stripper (Halle 
Berry), gets brutally shot, her boy
friend Jimmy Dix (Damon Wayans) 
vows revenge and joins forces with 
Joe. The two discover that the strip
per's death was tied to a plot by a 

football team owner to ice a trouble
some senator. 

From its opening shock of up-close 
murder and suicide to its final smug 
suggestion of violent sequels to come, 
the movie is a major bloodbath pack
aged as a slick, buddy action movie. 

Because of excessive violence, inces
sant rough language and brief nudity, 
the U.S. Catholic Conference classifica
tion is O — morally offensive. The Mo
tion Picture Association of America 
fating is R — restricted. 

Warner Brothers 
Bruce Willis (left) and Daymon 
Wayans team up to solve 4 murder 
involving extortion, blackijnail and 
corruption in The Last Boy $cout. 

Insightful book issues many have pondered 
Testament: Belief in an Age of Un

belief, Faith in an Era of Skepticism, 
by Stan Parmisano, OP; Ave Maria 
Press (Notre Dame, IncU .1991) 184 
pages; $12.95. 

By Bishop Dennis W. Hjckey 

In December 1991, Gjrxlinal Joseph 
Ratzinger told the European Synod of 
Bishops that the church;;j|»ay "talk too 
much about itself' andfnot enough 
about God. His Eminesige, I believe, 
should be pleased wiffi Testament, 
which leaves aside discus|ions of ec-
clesiology and selection of bishops in 
favor of addressing "belief in an age of 
unbelief, faith in an era of skepticism." 

Father Stan Parmisano, OP, has had 
wide experience as an author, teacher, 
parish priest and retreat master. His 
broad ministerial background makes 
this book worthwhile for a variety of 
readers. The slim volume considers 
questions about which many of us 
nave pondered, but were fearful to 
raise even among our friends. And-the 
author's answers are reassuring and 
comforting. 

In the chapter entitled "Christian
ity," Father Parmisano poses the ques

tion: "Why am I a Catholic Christiaftr 
and answers it simply: "First, I'm a 
Christian because ifs been given to 
me." He quickly adds that his Catholi
city is essentially the result of grace, a 
free gift of God. No equivocation! No 
appeal to depth psychology! 

Subsequently, he adds a thought 
that should give comfort to those who 
are struggling with the correct age for 
the administration of confirmation: "If 
in the beginning my faith was passed 
on to me without my asking, at a later 
date in full maturity I was interiorly 
converted to it such that now I was a 
Christian because I freely chose to be. 
And so I have been, am, and hope, to 
remain a Christian." Although Chris
tianity has a doctrine, he observed, "... 
it offered much more than this. It 
offers God himself — God not so much 
above us and out of reach — but come 
down to us, becoming one of us." 

Father Parmisano is much aware of 
the emphasis on Christianity's social, 
community aspect since Vatican n. 
Community balding, participation in 
the liturgy, srAall prayer groups, and 
common recitation of the Liturgy of 
the Hours all are the result of this 

thrust to "become one body, one spirit 
in Christ." 

Without in any way deprecating this 
concept of community, he emphasizes 
the personal, one-on-one relationship 
with God, noting that Christ heals with 
an individual touch and that the Gos
pels focus on Christ and the individu
a l "But at its best the Church is al
ways individual and personal Com
munity is our goal but it is to be a 
community of individuals." This is a 
comforting note to shut-ins and others 
who live alone. In God's eyes they are 
beloved, precious and not forgotten. 

We oldsters learned from The Balti
more Catechism that God is everywhere 
and even dwells in our souls through 
grace. That was no problem until 
someone raised a question: If God is 
present right here and now, how can 
he be above everything (transcenden
tal)? Testament treats the question of 
God's transcendence and immensity in 
a most satisfactory manner. 

Every page of Testament considers a 
truth of faith in a constructive, helpful 
manner. The sacraments are beautiful
ly studied; immortality is squarely 

faced. Nevertheless, the reader may be 
brought up sharp by the observation, 
"What I most fear is purgatjory." The 
reason for such trepidation can be 
found in the chapter called 'fFirst and 
Last Things." 

Father Parmisano enlisted in God's 
service out of a deep love of God and 
neighbor. He approaches the end of his 
service convinced more than ever of 
the tightness for the cause for which 
he volunteered and with a deeper loy
alty to Christ to whom he committed 
his life. Testament reflects his joy and 
satisfaction at having fought the good 
fight and kept the faith. 

One of my early professors main
tained a reader approves of a book if it 
confirms the reader's preconceived 
ideas. That may be one reason that I 
find Testament so satisfying. Here is the 
voice of one who has served on the 
front lines, who remains enthusiastic 
and thoroughly convinced of God's 
love for all his people •— individually 
and collectively. I highly recommend 
Testament and hope other readers will 
profit as much as I have in my two 
perusals. 

* * * MOVIE * TRIVIA * * * +r 
WIN ONE YEAR OF 
VIDEO RENTALS 
FROM 

HOME YIDIED 

Question: What actor 
is currently 

Answer:. 

Name 

who starred in Lethal Weapon I & 
sta:iing in The Grand Canyon? 

Address. 

City -State. 

II 

~1 

.Zip. 
Last month's winner: Millicent DeLucia-Lewis of 
Rochester correctly identified Marlee Maitlin as the actress 
who got her start in the movie Children of a Lesser God. 

RULES: ALL ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY MIDNIGHT, FEBRUARY 14. Random drawing of correct entries to be 
held FEBRUARY 17 by Catholic Courier Representatives. Entries must be returned by mail to: Catholic Courier, Movie Trivia, 
1150 Buffalo Rd., Rochester, NY 146241899. Winner will be notified by mail. Prize is one year of Wegmans Video Rentals • 
(membership is free and is required). Prize is not exchangeable for cash or other merchandise. 

[WEGMANS HOME VIDEO COUPON 

12 FOR 1 MOVIE RENTAL | 
I Rent any movie at regular price and receive . 

2nd movie of equal or lesser value free. I 
' (Proper I.D. required for membership). J 

Coupon not valid with any other specials I 
Limit 1 per transaction. , ' 

I Coupon valid on one day rentals. 
Valid only in stores with 

I video depts. 51 
Coupon Value...up to 2.00 

I Limit 1 thru 2/20/92 
I _ _ _ _ _ _ __ '" 77"890""i"36'6T' 

LI 

LQGOS GUARANTEED BOOK OF THE WEEK! 
; At Logos, we bring you the best in Catholic Reading. If you're not completely satisfied, 

return the book with the original sales receipt within 30 days and you'll receive a complete refund. 
That's our MONEYBACK GUARANTEE, and it's that simple. 

(Guarantee applies to books purchased up to 6 months from date of this ad) 

I— 
TESTAMENT, by Stan Parmisano, O.P., is a book 
about belief in an age of unbelief; about faith in an 
era of skepticism; about essential truths in a time of 
subjective values. It offers a steady course for be
lievers who wonder and reflect on the great ques
tions of Christianity, and for adults on the 
catechetical journey to faith. 

AVE MARIA PRESS 

'! VISA AND MASTERCARD ORDERS 
ACCEPTED BY PHONE OR MAIL 

OUT-OF TOWN CUSTOMERS, CALL: 1-800-755-6467 (Greece Store Only) 
T W O CONVENIENT LOCATIONS: 

G R E E C E 
THE STREET OF SHOPPES 

1600 Ridge Road West 
(716)663-5085 

P E N F I E L D 
PEN-FAIR PLAZA 
2200 Penfield Road 

(716) 377-4480 

TESTAMENT 
is available at Logos Bookstores for the low cost of $6.95. Stop in to 6ne of our 
two convenient locations to pick up your copy, or mail this coupon to: 

LOGOS BOOKSTORE 
THE STREET OF SHOPPES 
1600 RIDGE ROAD WEST 
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14615 

Please send me my copy of TESTAMENT Enclosed is $ 
(each Book $6.95 + 7% sales tax). Number of Copies ordered 
Please include $1.65 (first book) postage & handling, 75c each additional book. Make check or 
money order payable to Logos Bookstore, or include your VISA or MasterCard H on order blank. 
(Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery) 
Name . 
Address 

City .State. Zip~_ 

(Check One) VISA _ MasterCard _ Card #. exp. date. 

8 Catholic Courier 


